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T0 THE

KING & MAJESTY.

SIRE,

AS the present republication exhibits an
illustrions Ancestor of your Majesty, to whom
the British nation owes il completed Emanei-
pation from Papal Despotism buth temporal and
spiritual, vindieated from the edumnies of Ro-
manists by Romanists of less prostrate intelleet
and eonseience themsclves—and os your Me-
joesty inherits, oot only the throne, but the
honoured uname LUkewise, of another Royal
Predecessor, Willton Heory the Tlind, a
Prince, upon whom the Supreme Sovereign
conferred the singular privilege of reseuing the
nation from the re-imposition by the infatuated
James the Second, of the enslaving yoke which
ghe had shaken from her neck and trodden
under her feet; and, of founding, in the memo-
rable year of our Lord, One Thougand six hun-
dred and eighty eight, a Constitution, which,
to the lamented year of its infraction, Ome



V.

Thousand eight hundred and twenty nife, had
preserved inviolate the Civil and Religious
Liberty of Anglican Protestantism, and conveys
to the Family of your Majesty its purest amd
most legitimate title to the Throne, which for
80 many generations that Family, conscienti-
vusly repardful of the sacred obligation of =
nativnal cath, has not ceased to support as well
as adorn—no apology in dedicating a Work so
appropriate &s that contained in the fallowing
pages to the present Protestant Sovereign of
the Brigsh Empire, eun reasonably be requi-
rod of

Your Maresty's
Faithfi and obedient Sulject,
THE EDITOR.

August 8, 1831.



PREFACE.

SmouLn we soppose the volume of the New Corve-
nant Seriptures, [in which the fate of the O, for
evidence, i3 ineluded,) to hove faflen from a cloud on
an island of barbarians, passeasing, however, and pran-
matically understanding, some langmage, in which
lunguage, the contents of the volume should, for the
main, be made intelligible ; the acqozintance which
that volmpe discovers with the secret nature and ope-
ratigns of the luonan heart, Indepundently of the proel
arising Gom a tial of the mode theecin presertbed for
the eviction of its trith, and the ancecssfnl reenlt of that
wial, would be s ffrient o convinee the namrel raton-
slity even of the lowest tntored rind, that the volume
must, inits origin, be saper-hunan, and on the assamp-
tion of the slightest conception of divinity, divine
Rationals, even of this measure, would be capable of
receiving the religion described and incaleated in it,
ancd 30 far justifishle in that reception, as to be inex-
enenble i they received it not.  'This, however, is fu-
ternal Feiderce, and therefore not of the kind most
exactly suited to the sulbject under present view, which
is a question of fact ; wlthongh cupable of being added
to it, and when 2o added of fudispenzable moment and
valow, It may likewise be observed with respect to
External Evidence, that, in vrder, it is naturally prier,
and is generally soin foct,
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vi. PrEvace.

Agsuming, then, from Listory the simple fact, that
there exists o sulficient chain of legitimate information,
ruite distinet from éredifien in its modern sense, since
it might be exclusively and vet effectoally mpplied by
adversaries to the result which it establishes, that the
volume in question is & gennine production of its osten-
sible authors, and supposing, that the historie space
intervening between the present time and the age of the
document were atherwize & perfect blank-—a bottomless
and unoccupied chosm, save the narrow intellectual
line eonnecting the opposite exireme points—all which
i{’]::cnﬁa] would remain te satis(y the inguirer, the:
Christianity, as professed by the whole budy of
Protestant, Clristians, iz the genuine religion of Jesns
Christ. We have supposed the intervening space
vmocenpied ; butnow letting in the whole wnd the Teal
fact, whatcver might be, the wldiional events konown
or unknown, by which the space were flled up, they
could mever annyl o wwaterially interfere with the con-
clusion, which has been previously and adequately esta-
hlished, in perfeet independence of them.

Whatever theveforg may have been the transactions
and vicissinzdes, through which the Christian Records
with (heir evidence have wavelled inte the possession
of the present memeration of professing Protestants,
those Records and that evidence are completely unaf-
foered and undisturbed by them, We may admit withont
zny real sacrifice, that the patrons and agents in o
emancipation from the Ttalisn domination and spiritual
corruption were, for character, the foulest, and for
motive, the most unponcipled or interested, that ever
disgraced the human neme, 'The position is wntouch-
ed, that we have and profess, the religion of the gos-
pel, asit was promulgated by its suthor and its first



Prazrace. vi.

heralds, Onr Bovercigne, our Henry, our Edward,
onr Eligabeth, may have been all that columny has
invented: bot i the Weidents which they were the
insunmentz of prodocing have bronght, er restored,
tous, the intelligenee which we possess, {hai i_nmlli-
gence, of whatever quoality it may be, {and not the
worse for being the better,) is atill unaltered, by what-
ever miniztering events, we find ourselves in poszession
snd enjoyment of the benefit.

Bat although not necemary to the Christian or Pro-
testant canse, it is still a debt of justice to the partakers
of our natare, and if we acknowledge them as benefac-
tom 1t is Likewise, o ought to be, & gratification, to
vindicate their charuoter whon calomidated to the best
of oor ghility, and by all fir exertion to clear awgy
the defilermimt which the slandever has deposited apon
their memory, Bt althougl by ne means in want of
it, we do not disdain the mssistant advautage which the
fair or exenipated zhavarter of cur fricnda end benefac-
tors may give 10 the simple evidence of a rightecss
canm,

With the vindication of Heary VIII. we, as Protos-
tanty, have very inferior comcern. Owr opponents,
with whom he, as Little sy ourselves, is o fovonrite,
would gladly impose upen us the necessdty and task of
his defence, And in one respoct—his effectnal remm-
cintion of the vaurped autherity of the papal sec and its
bishop, fhat which censtituies his main, if not only,
offence inthe eyes of the Romanist—we do, and always
trill, defend him. For the rest be is more their cli-
ent than ours. The pions and single minded Kdwand
veeds not the semblance ol an apology : his enemies
themselves feel a natural ghame to sppesr 8s sych,



