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INTRODUCTION.

TEE object of the Boston Monday Lectures ls to present the
results of the fregheat Germuan, Englieh, and American scholar-
ship, on the more important and difleult toples concerning the
relatlon of Roligion and Science.

They were begun in the Meionaon in 18755 and the audlences,
gathered at noon on Mondaeys, wera of euch size as to need to be
transferced to Park-strect Church in October, 1878, and thence to
Tremont Templs, which was often more than full durlog the win-
ter of 1873-77, and in that of I877-TE

The andiences contained large numbers of ministers, texchers,
and other educated men,

The thirty-five lectures given in 1878-77 were reported in the
Boston Daily Advertiser, by Mr, J. E. Bacon, stanographer; and
moat of them were republished fn full in New York and Lom-
don. They are contained in tha Arst, second, and third volumes
of ¢ Boston Monday Leclures,” entitled “Bilology,” “ Transcen-
dentaliem,'' and * Orthodowy.

The lectures on Biology oppose the materialistic, and not the
thejatle, theory of evolution.

The lectures on Transcendentalism and Orthodoxy contain a
dlscussion of the views of Theodore Parker,

The thirty isctures given in 1877-78 were reported by Mr. Bacon,
for the Advertiser, and republished in foll {n New York and Lon-
don, ‘They are contained in the foarth, fifth, and sixth volumes
of “Boaten Monday Lectures,’” entitled * Consclence,® * Hared-
ity," and “* Marringe.”

In the present volume some of tha salient polots are:—

1. The employment of natoral law only as the basis of the justi-
featlon of scund visws as to marrlage,
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2, The empanelling of & jury conslsting chiefy of pagen arhi-
trators, to decide what the teaching of natural law [s s to mar-

rlege (Leetures I. and IL.).

3, The presentation of sclentific and unsclentifle contrasted
propositions to this unprejodiced jury or symposium, supposed to
e assembled In Pliny's villa 1o Ttaly.

4. The swift refusal of the sympoeiom to admit to {ts hoapltal-
ity the supporters of the {nfidel attack on the family,

b, The discusaion before the jury of lax diveree-laws |[Lecture

Iv.).

& An examination of the obatacles to marriage (Lecture V. ).
T. A discussion of elective affinities from Goethe's point of

view [Lecture VIL].

8, A etudy of woman’s nature ag exhibited in Mteratuze, espe-
clally in Shalmpeare, Goethe, Mrs, Browniog, Tennyson, and

Flato [Lecture YVIIL).

. An examination of the laws of morbid alterations in the

blood {Lectures LX. and X},

10, A study of the pre-natal inflnences which cormect the tople
of Marriage with that of Heredity {(Lecturss IX, and X}

The committes having chorge of the Boeton Monday Lectures
for the coming year conststs of the following gentlemen: —

Hop. A. 0. Riox, Ex-Gavernor of Haa-
anchusats,

Hop Winias Crarion, Re-Goveaner
of hlnssachisedts,

Frof, K. P, GorLny Hewten Thaologi-
cal Tostitation.

Row, Wiztiaw M. Daren, .1

Baov, Witiiam F. Wasnex, DD, Bos-
ton Undversicy.

Prof, 1. T. TownaErn, Hoaton Tolver-

slty.

E. M. McPEERSON,

RoBEET OILCERIST.

Prof. Georaz &, Gaay, DD, Bplica.
pal Theokoglsal Behool, Cambridge.

Prof. Eowanns A, Pang, DD, An.
dover Theolagienl Beminary,

Ttight fey. Disnor Panopor.

Prof, R. X, Homarono,

Houn, ALPEETE HARDY,

Rav. 4. L. Wiznsow, DD,

AL BRONBOY ALCOTT.

REreELL BIURSTS, JT.

Light Rev. Branor Foaren.

BEURAN CUO0KE.

BaMrEL JoAwaoH.

Worrsuw B. MERRTLL.

Irof. D, P Bowys.

M. R. DEMING, Seeredar.

B W. Wirinius, Financiol Agent.

HENRY . DURANT, Chairman.
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PUBLISHERS NOTE.

In the careful reports of Mr. Cook's Leclores printed
in the Boston Daily Advertiser, were included by the
stenographer sundry expressiona (applanse, &c.) indicat-
ing the immediate and varying impressions with which the
Lectures were received. Though these reports have been
thoroughly revised by the acthor, the publishers have
thonght it advisable o refnin these expressions. Mr.
Cook’s andiences included, in large oumbers, representa-
tives of the broadest scholarship, the profoundest philoso-
phy, the acatest scientific research, and generally of the
Bnest intellectual cultore, of Boston and New England ;
and it has seemed admissible to allow the larger assembly
to ‘which these Lectures are now addressed to know how
they were received by such sudiences as those to which
they were originally delivered.
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INFIDEL ATTACK ON THE FAMILY,

THE OKE HUKDRED AND FINAT LECTURE IN THE BOSTON
HMOXDAY LECTURLESBIHIF, DELIVERED IN
TREMONT TEMFPLE, FEB. 1A,



