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PREFACE.

THE following work was begun at Csmbridge as a thesis
for the London Deoctorate of Letters, was continned at the
Thuringian centre of Herbartianiam, and was completed
in & West of England distriet where, with every passing
day, the vital nsed for an Herbartian propaganda has
become to the author more and more pressing and
manifeat.
_ Beotamen,! with an educational tradition of some sort
at their back, mey afford or affect to disparage Herbar-
- tianipm, but a Southron who knows the paralytic con-
. dition of edncation in his own counfry and distriet will, if
wise, hesitate to stand aloof from a system which—alone
smong eystems or rudiments of Eystems—cen imspire,
move and fascinate, The gun in the heavens is, after all,
& more nseful luminary than soy nebuls to be generated
a billion years hence by the clash of boreal or other
meteorites,

The man who has read Herbart's educational works
anmoved has read them either without understanding
or with prejudice. Of Herbart's psychology one may
pexhaps say. with some justification :—

Bhall T take a thing so blind,
Embrace her as my nafural good,
Or orush her, like & vios of blood,

Upon the thresbold of the mind ?

' Mr. Darroch js dealt with in the Appendie.
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Buot Herbart's educational writings are another matter.
The man who has been saved from sin will hesitate to
revile the means of his aalvation; the man who has found
educational light it the pages of Herbart will hesitate to
call the light an iliusion. Extinguish Herbartianism and
you extinguish for a century the hopes of education,
Herbart fascinates ; his critics do not.

Two Herbartians have recently died, Professor Liezarus
and Mr. F. G. Rooper. The writer cannot avoid taking
the opportunity of peferring to the educational loss in-
volved in the death of the latter. The ranks of official
edueationinis are distinctly poorer now that he iz gome
from among ue.

A remark as to the use of the term ™ Herbartianiam ",
Purists may protest, but there is resl need of & word suf-
ficiently general to ermbrace the entire school of thought
to which Ziller, Dérpfeld and dozens of cther (German
thinkerz, and a faie gprinkling of thinkers cutside Gerrnany,
belong or have belonged., Professor Adams, Dr. Eckoff
and other writers have deliberately employed the term
* Herbartianism,” and the present writer therciore feels
but few scruples of conecience in following auit.

Again, the use of “stupid” as & translation of
“ gturmnpfsinnig " is not without its drawbacks. The
writer is conecious of themn; having said so much he
has here said enough.,

The work is not precisely a unity, it is rather a collection
of matter dealing with the historieal and polemical aspects
of Herbartianism. Buritieh educationists will, sooner or
later, have to come to & decision npon their attitude towards
thiz question, and it iz hoped that the matter of the present
volume will be of some mesistance to them in the task.
They cannot, at any rate, complain that the weaknesses,
or gupposed weaknesses, of Herbartinnizm have been con-
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cealed. At last we know the worst; and now that the
worst is known some of us feel that the best shines
brightly. Howsver, be it tepeated, the bock i5 a series
of contributions rather than a definite unity. But, in
view of the fact that British educational thought scemns,
for the moment, te have s predilection for crystallising
itself in books of heterogeneons essays,! the imperfections
of the present collection may perhaps be pardoned if oot
applanded.

The pecnliar form of the Natorp section is due to the
fact that it was printed separately from the reat,

Miss Thomas is responsible for the sections on Vogel
snd Linde, and desires to expresa her sppreciation of the
help given by Miz: A. Eirby, BA., of Plymouth High
Bchool. Miss Thomes has elso read through the whole
work, and made many useful suggestions on mattera of
detail.

Several of the author’s Bristol frends have again helped
him by reading proofs; so also has Mr. J. W. Besley, the
able Master of Moorland SBchool, Okehempton ; Professor
Alexander and Miss Catherine Dodd (Dwens' College,
Manchester) alao deserve his thanks; and to Mr F, H.
Carter, M.A. (Board of Education), whose soundness of
jondgment and knowledge of Germen educational thought
have been of much assistence, the author wizhes to tender
his warm gratitude.

F. H H.

Oxmesueron, June, 1903,

i Teacking and Organisation (Longmana) ; Netional Education (Murray);
The Nation's Need (Constable), ate., ete., abo.



