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PREFACE,

Trrs manual forms the eecond book of a Langnage
Sories, consisting of four works: I, Swinton’s “ Lan-
pguage Primer ” 11. “ Language Lessons ;” 111. “ School
Composition ,” IV. “ Progressive Emmmw s

The anthor desires to state at the outset that the
present elnse-book i in no respect s condensation of
the Progressive Grammar. It is constructed on a plan
of its own. Teachers have had abundant experience
of misnamed Primary Grammars, and First Lines, and
other grammatical ekeletons, which, as they present all
the hard rules of the lavger works, unrelieved by illus-
tration and explanation, are in reality more difficult
than these larger works.

This book ia an attempt to bring the sabject of lan-
guago home to children at the age when knowledge
is acquired in an objective way, by practice and hnhit,
rather then by the study of rules and definitions. “The
analytic form,” eays Whately, *“is, generally speaking,
better suited for infroducing any science in the plainest
and most interesting manner; while the synthetical is
the more regnlar and compendions form for technical
study.” In the Zanguage Lessons, the analytic method
is employed ; while the synthetic is the form adopted
In the Progressive Grammar.
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iv PREFACIE.

In purenance of this plan, the traditional presentation
of grammar in a bristling mray of classifications, no-
menclatores, and paradigms has been wholly discarded.
The pupil is bronght in contact with the living language
iteelf: be is made to deal with speech, to turn it over
in a variety of ways, to landle sentences; so that he is
not kept back from the exercizse—go profitable and in-
teresting—of using language till he bas mastered the
anatomy of the grammarian.  Whatever of technical
grammar is here given s &Wh‘ﬂf from work previonsly
done by the scholar.

The anthor is prepared to find’ tlmt tlne. plan may
not suit the blind adherents -of the old grammatical
formalism ; but be is well aspured that it will meet the
views of live and progressive teachers; for such teach-
ers, in their clase-room ‘instrnetion, ave, with remarkable
unanimity, beginning to use the kind of exercises that
form the bedy of thiz manogl, To these he would say,
This is & book out of the class-room; -it is.a gramnar-
book made by induction (and perhaps the first ever
thus made}—the method pureued having been to col-
lect from large numbers of echool papers the diffienl-
ties that children actoally encounter in speaking and
writing English, and then to meet these diffienlties by
practice and precept

A 'word as to the exercises. T&eaa are the 5oak They
are numerous and graduated, and are given from the
first with a view to eomposition—the immediate object
of the grammar tanght in the common school. The
author especially solicits the atiention of the tescher to
these exercises, and requests at least an experimental
following of the directions and suggestions given. Such
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a co-operstion he feels that he is entitled to ssk,in view
of the novelty in the plan of the book. He is confident
that pupils who have faithfolly done the work here laid
down will find that they have aequired a reasonable
mastery of English. If there be less of lip-service than
in following the old fashion, there will assuredly be
more of living knowledge and available power.

Wittiam Bwinron,

Teacuer's Rote. —In this work theeo methods of correcting the
written exercises nra snggesied : 1. The exchanging of papers; 2. The
writing of letters of eritieism ; 3. Tho placing of one or more axercises
upen The blackboard ms & boeis of orad class-criticiem. It has not been
thought necessary to indicate in every case the particular plan to be
pursued. The teacher should vary the meithed from time to time,
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