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PREFACE

WHEN the former Edition of this Work was published, in 1800, the Gentleman who
supplied the Parochial History of Castor, &c. thought proper to withhold his name.
It is now, however, well known to bave been my invaluable Friend, Ricuarp Gouew,
Esq. Butowing to the Volume having been published without that ble sanc-
tion, and from not having been much adreruwd, very few Copies of it had been dis-
posed of, previous (o the fatal sccident in 1808 which demy‘ad all the unseld Copies.
This circumstance hes caused the Work to be enquired for; and bas induced me 1o
reprint a very small Impression of it, to gratify the collectors of Topography.
. The Work here presented to the publick is the whole which could be found smong
the papem of the Rev. KexngrT GiBson, B. A. formerly of Christ’s College, Cam-~
bridge, who offered proposals for printing it*; but the Author’s death, which happeped
in 1772, interrupied the design ; and the MS. remained several years in obscurity, till,
in the year 1795, it was offered to me by its then Proprietor, the Rev. Daniel Bayleyt,
fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge.

# The Rev. Kennett Gibson waa Curate of Castor many years; and, it may be pre-
sumed, his residence on such a spot gave him opportunities which he did not fail to

# Mr. Gibson proposed to priat by subseription, for one guines, ¥ A Comment upon part of ths Fifth Journey ‘of
Astosions through Britain: in which a particolar inguiry is made alter the true situstion of Darobrivis, the seventh
station there meotioned, In this work it will be attempied to prove, sgaiost the objections of some late writers upon
BHitish antiquities, that Cartor In hamp hite has an indubitable claim to the station in question. The remaina
of Roman camps, mililary ways, tesselated puvements, sepulchral and other urns, local deities, nqumducts, the ancient
navigable Romao cut called Caer-dike, colns. aod several otber Reman quities, are idered in an historical view;
the whole tending to illartrate the parochial antiqulties of Castor, and the adjacent parts in the liberty of Peterborough,
aad some otber places in the conaty of Northampion.”

The Propessls for the above work weve dated Castor, July 3, 1760,

# Seversl neticles from Bp. Kenmetts library, resdered valnable by his MBS woter, fefl into Mr. Bayley's bands by
conssnguinity, his mother having boen grand -daaghter to the Biskop.
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iv PREFACE.

improve, Theresuit of his inquiries seems, therefore, an incontrovertible establishment
of the Roman station DuroBrivE at Casior, in a neighbourhood so fertile in Roman
remains. If roads and camps, coins and pavements, on every side of Castor, do not

prove its R ity and its emi in the time of that great people, what farther evi-
dence is required

“ These evidences, however, do not seem mﬁclent to entitle it to » place in any
antient Itinerary. In a very learned illustration of that part of Antoninus’s Iter which
relates to Britain, which after long expectation hes just made its appearance ®, the name
of DuROBRIVIS is transferred to West or Od Lynn, in a very different direction from
that which has hitherto been given to the Gfth Iter of Antoninus, and in & course less
direct than is commonly assigned to the grest Roman ways. If, however, the claims
of towns to Roman sfations are.to be determined on such slight evidence as &
few coins or a few incomsiderable bapks, the cluims of Castor, Chesterton, and
Alwalton, must be incontrovertible. To put it out of doubt, we might produce
a MiLLiarY, other Roman coins, &c. now, if we sre not misinformed, at Trinity
College, Cambridge, found in this very -tract; and though it does not, like that
at Le‘lca.ber, exhibit a name, like that it. perhaps determines a distance, M. P. L.
In-p. 76, Mr. Reynolds admits, that the Ermine-sireet is very visible before Stilton;
and that Casfor is an old Roman sfation upon the river Nen, where this road again
divides. 8o that, *if the new sitnati igned in this p work, to Duroliponte,
Durobrivis, and Causennis, are admitted, » branch from this road must bave left it at
Huntingdon, and, passing through Ramsey and the Fens to West Lynn, returned into
the Eastern line of it by the Washes and Boston,' at Sleaford’ +.”

As it is plain, from what Mr. GissoN says 1, that he intended to pursue.the history of

Castor during the Szron times at least, and perhaps as much later as he had oppor-
unities of doing; Mr. GoUGH visited the spot, and endeavoured to supply the
deficiencies, uot only for CasTor, but its dependencies; and MiLToN§ being one of
them, he could not pass it over without due attention to the Noble Family whose resi-

. * Teer Britanviarom, &c. by ihe Rev. Thomas Reynolds, M. A.
+ Mr. Gough, in & Review of this Work, in Gent, Mag. vol. LXXE. p, 58. t P. 12, sole §.
§ OfF thin kouse we have heard of a drawing or stching by a right bomourable Artist; but have not succeeded in our
application to obtain ity or to discover what memorials or cormespondence Lhere might be of or rospectiog the Gueen of
Beols in the wrchives of the noble owner; whose ancestor, by virtua of his ofios as governor of mwm -as
summoped to attend upen ker duriog the five lnst weeks of ber life.
dence
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dence it has been for three complete centuries, and whom he followed to their silent
mansions in the adjoining church of Marnam, of which Mr, Gibson was rector.

With a view to illustrate the manners of the age, extracts were given from a House-
hold Book of the FirzwiLLiam Family from 1605 to 1612,

Since the first Edition of this Work was published, the curious Portrait of a Painter
then unknown, has been ascertained to be that of THOMAS GOWER®.

From the old Mansion-house of the Dove Family at Upron was produced a Stone
Dial, which, if it does not compare with that erected at Whitehall by Edmund Gunter,
is at least @ curious monument of science for the age.

As connected with the seme County were added, an account of the goods, &c. of the
Priory of St. ANDREW, in the town of NoaxTHAMPTON; and of 2 Romsn Tesselated
Pavement discovered at CoTTERSTOCK in 1798, where others had been found 60 years
In this new Edition, I have been favoured by my friend Mr. BRITTON with a more
correct description of Castor Church. :

1 bave also i d four subj of i in the neighbourhood, as originally
communicated to the Gentl 's Magazine, by my lste worthy Corréspondents,
Roserr HExnsow, Esq. and Mr. Jonx CarTeg, F.S. A, FoO .

These several additions to Mr. Gissox's Work will, it is hoped, oot be found
unworthy of public notice, |

Dec. 1, 1818, J,. NICHOLS.
* Sea pu 135,
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A COMMENT
ON PART OF THE
FIFTH JOURNEY OF ANTONINUS

THROUGH BRITAIN.

CHAP. L

IT has been no small help towards understanding the history and geography of our own
country, that some of our best Antiquaries have given us new editions of the Itinerary
of Britain, a work generally ascribed to Antoninns.

But to which of the Antonine family we are to ascribe this account, is a secret we
have not yet been sble to di . A i Pius, and C lla, are the two prin-
cipal candidates,

In Mr. Horsley’s opinion, the claim is duc to the latier; as Caracalls was some years
in Britain himself, and seems to have had the best opportunity, of any of the Roman
Emperors, of gaining & thorough knowledge of this Island.

The limits that are settled in the Itinerary suit better the reign of Caracalla, and the
peace made by him with the Britons immediately after the death of his father Severus,
than that of Antoninus Piva. For, this latter built the Roman wall in Scotland ; and yet

we have no stati ioned in the Iti y which are within forty miles of that wall,
The wall that was built by Severus is in the North of England ; and there are not above
two or three stations in the Iti y ad d beyond this wall; and these too at no

great distance from it. These things Mr. Horsley has more fully considered in the fourth
chapter of the first book of his * Britannia Romana.” He says there is good reason in-
deed to suspect, with Dr. Gale », \hnthehmemyhu not all been composed by one
person, atleast not by any one of the Antonines, C inople and some other
places are mentioned in this work, which were not founded till long afier the last of the
Antonises. It might be begun by some one, and carried on by others. And if any of the
Antonines composed & part which relates to Britain, he {as above) inclines to Caracalla. It

* Amoo, Itin. p. L
B capnot




