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PREFACE.

TrEe Author of the following pages, when contem-
plating emigration to one of the Australasian colo-
nies, experienced some difficulty in deeiding between
them ; and he believes that other porsons have felt
greater hesitation, whilst many bave heen so per-
plexed by the rival pretensions of these distant
Bettlements, and so distrustfol of the pefis which
have been put forward in favonr of each, and so
fearful of making a wrong deeision, that they have
altogether abandoned their intention of emigrating,
or have deferred its excention until the opportunity
has been lost. Tn acting upon the decision to which
he himself came in favour of Port Phillip, the
Aunthor sought in vain for useful and practical in-
formation on many subjects connected with the
colony, the voyage, and the outfit, the want of
which exposed him to great trouble and expense.

K-Luf.l
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iv PREFACE.

To relieve the future emigrant from muoeh embar-
rassment, arising from the same causes, the Author
has ventured to publish the resuvlt of his experience.
This involved the necessity of giving some account
of hizs own doings and 'journeyings in the colony,
which, though it may carry with it some interest to
a large circle of friends, yet wonld not otherwise
have been committed to writing, much less to print.
He has, however, eonfined the relation of his own
proceedings to cireamstances either necessary to give
connection to the work, or caleulated to impart in-
formation not contained in other publications.

The Anthor wonld deeply regret being the means
of indueing any individual to emigrate under erro-
neous impressions gathered from the following
PAges ; and he.therefure,_mﬁomhia readers not fo
sllow their judgments to be influenced, withont a
careful perusal of the whole work, and weighing
one passage with another.

The names of Privn.te individuals will be found
oceasionally mentioned ; but every expression which
might possibly give offence, or hurt the feclings of
any one, has been carefully avoided; and for the
harmless introduction of particular names, it is
hoped that & general apology will be readily
aceepted.

In eonclusion, the reader is forewarned that he
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must not look here for any general or detailed ac-
count of New South Wales &5 a whole ; the Author’s
residence in the colony was too clouded by domestie
misfortune, and too limited, to enable him to enter
upon such & work, even had he entertained the wish
to do so, or had the field not been already fully
oceupied. He trusts, however, that the following
pages will not be altogether valneless in the prac-
tical advice they contein to emigrants—in their
plain unvarnished description of life m Australia, so
far as the Author's own experience has enabled him
to give; and in the remarks and suggestions with
which they arc interspersed. It is right, however,
to add, that s much more complete work would
have been published, had the intention to write
been originally entertained. Notes might then
have been made spon various subjeets, which are
now too faintly remembered to commit to print with
any assured RCCUTACY.
CaarLes Joun Baxer.

4, VeevraM Broomecs, Grar's Iss,

Aprit, 1845,

Nore,—Besides directing attention to the Map, it may
be -well to mention, that the title of * Port Phillip" has
been in common use extended from the harbour of that
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name to the whale provinee of Australia Felix—that Port
Phillip, or Australia Felix, is the most southorn district
of the colony of New South Wales; whilst New South
‘Wales iteelf iz a portion of the Island of Australia, or as
it is called by some, from ite vast extent, and ite containing
various other colomies or seitlements, the Continent of
Avstralia; and that Anstialia is tho principal member of
Avatralasin, or the Australasian gronp, which comprises also
Van Diemen's Land, New Zealond, and the other adjacent
Islands,
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