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PREFACE.,

Tuis is a charming little book, PBrightly written,
poignant with enthusiasm, and full of excellent teaching,
it is sure to [ullil its purpose @ to stimulate the a.uniﬂu
and cncourage the arl student novitiate to serious
stndy, hard, and, perhaps sometimes, dry work.

Reading it ceminded e plL‘-&bﬁnL]_‘, ‘of my youth,
when all (he problems with which it deals were so new
toone, when the vell was not deawn, and Le limitations
were updiscoyered,  For il seemed so sweet and casy
then ; cach tem of progress pointed to a decade, and
it seems cenlunes sinee (he passionate longing for more
kEnowledge, more system, maore © light ™ iew one on
and on with an almast  fantastic ghth.r of possible
plinets to explove, and tresh stars to discover.  This
s one of the charms of Mrs. Jopling's book @ it is so
fresh ; not in the least ]‘.l-f‘dd.l'l.tl-:.- or puxeling, or remote |
there 1= not an alarming page or a discouraging ‘:-L"i'.l.lLl'.I.L‘L"
and yet the noble art of delineation, drawing, and
painting, and the accessories to them, we (realed
reverently as of importance, and not dismissed as things
with which ** genius ™' bas no peed.  Genivs boing one
of the most deadly pitfalls 1o 1he vight development of
the artistic temperament, which, apt to be over cmo-
tional, unrestruined, and  vagarous, needs fraveawx
foreé o preserve, anyhow, a httle snni‘ti,. Yes! Truel
But not real, only sham genius is such, and though it
imay be perliaps too much to clamm for genius that it
is the power of taking pams, we may safely, 1 think,
conclude thalt genius, withont taking pains, is not
unlikely to end in mental hreak-op,

Of course ! there is no receipt for the Artist, for his
making, everyone knows that ; but there are tradibions
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Viil PREFACE,

of practice which only the foolish will think it advisable
to throw aside, that their tiresome, wearying *' ego "
may shrick dhcurt:ldntl*r. ar shock ahnmm.ihlj ar
advertise by productions of monstrosities or ‘ freaks."
A very dangerous fashion, a sign of decadence, and one
which this healthy, sensible. book may tend to arrest
in the minds of voung people too apt to catch at floating
stars thinking they are planets.

The title is very modest, "' Hints to Students and
Amateurs.” The bool contalns much more than that -
it may be a reminder even to the older practitioner of
his earlicr ideals, perbaps sincerer mements than
these are of his cleverer days wheil expenience has
made things foo easy, or to seens so anyhow | perlaps,
too, it may make him pul on his pinalore and begin
again, Anvhow, it made me feel ke that

Yes! Craftsmanship is mare than hali ol art, much
more than hali, Heow mach more durakle 15 the fine
craftsman’s work than the illiterate experimenior’s in
a last *squib " or sham thunder made by fireworks,

It is the imsistence of goomdl craftsmanship which
appeals from every page ol Mrs. Jopling’s book that
makes 1t valuable, especinlly at this moment of
" synthelic ™ rubbish.

Someone vnce wrole o Slars appear dim behind
fireworks."" Truel DBul happily we know that the
stars are fhere, and prescotly Lhe Oreworls, Lheir plare
and smell of powder and chemieals, will go, and we
shall sce lhe stars again, and enjoy the sweel scent of
fltowers, and be 1he purer and the better for both;
perhaps contrast comes in.  Anvhow the great masters,
more than stars, the planets i our system, are there,
and likely to remain ; their methods, too, are respected,
their vision ﬂ]'.uplu.ucleﬂ their 1ntf~lhgf*nﬁ- undisputed.
Thank Heaven there isnothing "' new " in Mrs. Jopling’s
book ; indeed, it is delightiully old-fashioned and
"comimonplace,” but 2o is the Latin Grammar, and
so 15 it that two and two make four, and black is
not white ; and so is ** vou must learn to walk before
vou can run.”  All admirable truisms, which dexterous



