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PREFACE.

—

ArvtHovcH so many books have been written upon

Architecture and the Art of Building, calculated to
assist the experienced practiioner, there are few,
if any, that profess to assist the student in the

scquisiion of elementary knowledge. This im-

portant omission i supplied by this volume, and

it will be found, we hope, a demirable assistant lo
every young man who has devoted himself Lo any

engagement connected with these interesting pur-
snita. If the reader desire to become a workman,
he will find, in these pages, facts that will aid his

progress, and convey in a few hours the miormation

that has heen collected with great labour by studious
pien, in & long series of years; iff he imtend to be

s surveyor of work, he will here find the elements

of his art. The architectural student will nced both

these branches of knowledge, but to masist him still

more, we buve added an outline of the history of his
profession. ‘To whatever branch of the art of build-

ing the reader may belong, he will find something
valuable to him, and calculated to assist his progress.

But, although the book 15 mainly intended for the

student, yet it is hoped that every workman who

peruses it will gather some valuable information, and

some practical hints which he may carry out in his

epgugements. To the amateur also, the following

pages may be useful, by explaining the technical

terms used among workmen, as well a3 the scientific

principles which reguliate construction.



ADVERTISEMENT T0 THE SECOND AMERICAN EDITIONM.

Tur aimizely rapld als of ibe formar editlon of this work having con-
vinced the Publisher that (8 was adipled in & cobsiderable degrae Lo U
wanis of the Amifcers for whotn it Was chiefly compiled, ha has beah in-
duced Lo have ihe whols revised, inander Lo preasst it again to the Public
in &8 complete » form s circumatances would permit. T bas therafore
been placed in the hamds of one whom he copsidercd compatent io the
task, and tha results of Whods Iabors will be found in the ensuing pages.

It in tor commanly tha cage, in prodacing works of this gabure, Lo cop-
&bdar the malier only, withoot resand to e menner, of Lis information com-
municated, Heocs the sapresslon is oftes vayus, the style hand, and tha
guiject is robbed of the mterast to which ita importence is entisled ; for; ba
B remembered, the preater proportion of those wh resd works of Uhis Kind
mrd bol such a8 will prosecuts their sancch of informesilon through afl the
difficulties of langumge. An attempt hes besn made to remedy the defects
of the former edition, in this respect, wot by any alterstion in the toxs, wch
hé thy gobatiution of pow metter for old, bt by eccasionaily alvering the
tarm of the expraaxion, and by additional rare with regard to tho punctunton.

ﬂ-mmmmmwmuﬂmm
deficiont in some espects for the mocessities of this countiy ; to supply
foch deficionobes, kid 7 dms Ib uore closely b A fcan use, & few aoton
bave been appended to the bexh, brief sctounts of cerdain materials which
e naed hern, but ot in Groxt Britain, have been added, snd rigid core hes
bpea txken ox i fhe iFpogrephy.  The calculations alse bave been revised
and corrscted  In England, whers this work ofginally sppenged, it could
bapdly hawe any other object than that of heing an sesistant to the workman,
wa ik in uzunl there to cell in the survorer, bafore prymmens ia made for work,
of ey megniteds. But in the wide extens of this country, where artificem
are commparatively soarce, and n partlouiar the western pnd all new regions,
& i» incomibent on the seitler to pod his rewn hand to many tdogk of Which
inwcrowded popalation he nevor dreamt. Heneo w mowledge of the detadls,
in matters =» important as thase which are hene contained, will be foood of
the greatest sdvaniags. They will fciitels te scquisition of those do-
mestic comforts without which the anduons duties of cloaring and setile-
ment could nol be adecassfully sncountered ; they will emable him aleo to
do this cheaply, edectually, and quickiy, all of wiach are highly mportant
considerations,

Tt i& therofore confdently believed that the prescnt edition of The Babld-
ar's Manual will be found conaldernbly improved snd geperally asafol. Bt
s offerad in the sxpactation that artidcers will mest with ocessdona! hinta
mnd information on subjecis ecnnected with thelr particular cocapations,
and that the community will Snd their jodgment zed ealculatbons matertally
asnfited when purpesing $o incur sxpenses of wach nature.
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