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AUTHOR'S PREIFACI.

Siver I have been Dresident of the Central Con-
mittee of Examination in Poshto, | have had
many inquiries from students of the laugoage
ag to what books they should get, and whether
I could recommend any guide or manual giving
a progressive course of lessons and based on the
requirements of the Lower and Higher Standurd
Examinations, I lLave exanuned every book [
could gat hold of on the subject, and have not

succeeded In finding what my correspondents ask

for, and the idea has thus been suggested to me to

produce a manual modelled on * Clarke's Persinn
Manual,” which, with the official text books (the
Gang=i=Puldite and Taribhaf-Mahmud-i-Ghaziae)

and a dietionary, will enable a student to study



v AUTIOR S I'IRFACE.

the language with the asdistance of any fairly
intelligent ’athan he may conme Elj(:fl"ﬁ':i:-_fr even if
e is unable to procure the services of o tramed
Munshi, '

There have heen yp to date three Pushtu Gram:
mars published, viz, Troaee's (1873), Raverty's
(1860}, and Drrrnw's (1867), They are expen-
sive, not easily obtained, and are far above the
heads of beginners.  Besides, they are grammars
pure and =imple, and in no sense “Guides™ or
“ Alanuals.”

Before writing the short grammar which forms
Part 1. of this hook T stwdied these cranmmars
very carcfully, and take this opportunity of ex-

pressing my indebtediess to their anthors,

Major Raveriy, the aathor of the grapmar, .

s also produced o ¢ Poshto Manual,” but it
is written throughout in the Roman gharacter,
which detracts very much from its value, as no
two people saeree as to the trapsliteration of
"=t . '

[n addition to the above, nlun:;' Munzhis 1
Iudin have published Pushtu “‘ﬂqinlus,}’ “ Vo

cabularies,” * Plirnse-hocks,’ and * Seatences.”
L ]
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Those which I have examined have appeared to
lfue to be walueless, They consist of mnsses of
words, seutences and phrases strung  fogether
-iudi:;r:rimiuu?ily.

Twenty, and even ten yearg ago, Poshtn was
Jooked upon® as an execedingly difficult liguage,
Few Luropeans attempted to learn it, and the
teaching was in the hands of three or four
Munshis i Peshawar,  Within the lust ten years,
however, there has been a great rush to learn
Pushitn, and o meet the demand the number
of Munshis has increased out of ail proportion.
The wumber of really good Puoshtu teachers
the Pupjab conld almost be counted on the
fingers of one hand, but every fairly educated
an who has a smattering of Englizh and Pushtu
considers himself gualified o set np in busines:
az it Munsghi,  Very few of these last have any
lmm:rh::l;_r;u of grammar or of teaching, and they
ave only capable of giving the meanings of words
and '[lllmsus i the text-hooks, and of correeting,
after o fashion, the student’s compositions,  They
are useful cnowgly for these purpeses, but learning

under sucl tuition is asslow business,

b
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I hope this Manoal willy, by sapplying o sys-
teny, enable the student to get better results than
helore. .

The student should be ]}ill".-iﬂlll:l-l‘ to lparn his
pronunciation frpm a genuine Pathan.  If bis
Munshi 1= a Pathan by hirth, 20 muéh the better;
but to many of the Munshis I have met .P““ht""
15 a foreion language, and although they can
most cases talk fluently enough, their pronuncia-
tion 15 sometimes vile.  Unless his Munshi is o
I'athan, the student iz advized to read the short
phrages i the examples and exercises of Part IL,
Chapter 1., and the “colloquial scntences™ of
Part ITL over to hiz orderly, his chokidar, or to
any other "athan be may have in hig service, und
i make him rvepeat the phrases after him, eao-
fully noting the pronunciation.  There are few
places in Norvthern Tndin where a~ Pathan (a
vetived  Sepoy for cholee) cannot be got on a small
wige to practise on, ‘

The Manunal is divided into three parts :—

Parr L. A concise grammar, original as far as it
15 possible for o graminar to, be so, digested

from every other work on the subject available.
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Part IL—Chapter I. A wraduated course ol

thirty *1{3;15:{;11:1' (including  vocabunlary  aml
EXAM ] AS) anddl  exercises, starting with ele-
mentary JZ]II"H:-‘-IE‘S-‘ and working np to & more
advanced standard.  (The, first twenty  of
these lessons will be found sufhicient for a
beeinner, who iz a candidate for the Lower
Standard Examination.)

Chapter IL  Thirty exercises for more
advaneed pupils, being passages set for trnis-
lation mto Pushtn in the Higher Standard

Examinations ol the last Alteen vears.

Part IIL.  Colloguial sentences, being the whele

of the papers of collogquial sentences set i the
Hirher Standard Exawminations of the last

lifteen years rendered into vliomwatic Puzlila.

APIrENDICES,

I. Comparative table of tvpes of Pushtu In-
trausitive Verhs,

[L. Comparative table of tvpes of Poshin
Transitive Verhs,
.

[1T. The Begnlations for Exmwinations in
Pushtu. .
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The eandidate for the Higher Stamdavd Exa-
wination iz alvised to firsg study the grammar
thoroughly and to read part of the text-hooks to
familiarize himself with the character; then to,
work steadily throngh the lessons and exercises in
I'art 1L, Chapter T., at the same timé translating
mto Enelish the Pushtu sentences in Part 1L,
and correcting them by means of the English
version. I he does one lesson and one paper of
sentenees a day, thiz will take hiw o moenth.  He
Jioudd then oo through the exereises in Part 11,
(‘hapter IL, and at the same time tranzlate inlo
I"ushitn the English sentences in Part ITLL, eor-
vecting his tran=lation by meanz of the Pushto
version,

Kach of the thirty papers of colloguial sentences
in Part H1, contais an average of fifty sentences.
The total, therefore, 18 some 1,300 zentences, 1
tle eandidate takes the trovhle to master these, he
will layve Itl'l|llil’l:1| aovery vavied and extensive
voenbalary. _

There 15 a certain amount of vepetition in the
various papers which forn Pars L, but T have

thousght it better to leave them as they are.



