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* T there were a God, na evi]l would be found in the world.
But cvil is found in Lhe world, Therefore there i5 nn God.™*
Thin argument hus seemed to some miods to gain new
cogency from the events of the war, Bug is it really un-
anawerable Y Perhaps not—il we reffect that the conguest
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MNaturplismn and an * unyieldiop despairs’” We st face
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The [wvourile popular argument, in defence of relipious
hope, is that which is known as the ™ Argument fooon Desize,™
or sometimes as the " Teleological Proof.” This arpument
points to the orderliness of Nature, There are in Nature
many qualities whieh, if we fonnd them in the work of
man, we should eegard as results of intelligence @ the same
sort of qualities as distinguish the work of an sdult from
that of a ehild, the work of a sane iman from that of 2 lunatie,
the work of an artist from that of a mere craftsman.
Mature exhibits uniformity even where there is no direet
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nicchanieal contact to expiain this.  Each sheep is phovsically
separate from the other members of the flock @ yer all are
going through similar processes of nutrition,  In EVETY ear
of corn matter is Leing eolfected und arranged in o gimilar
complex structure, This uniformity cannot be token as
a matter of course, of which the explanation is obwvions,
Moor can it be a mere aecident,  This—itis acgued—ithe world
lonks go Lke @ pl:a.l] of design el it must surely fe ope,
Bat, if the world is the resull of desizo, does not this imply
that it is the work of a Theziener ?
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T hig pnpnl-‘ur argument sceka, in r‘f?wf to zhow that the
world is governed (1) v ;:rnr'rai pring rpt-es, and thereforc
{2} by a Conscinus Mlind in which those principles dwell.
It s, howewver, an crrar o assame that povernmeot h:,,r
principles necessarily fmplies government. by o Mind. The
expmple of Geometry woult be enongh by jtsell to disprove
thiz nzsumption. Let vz first ask, then—not = Is the world
governed by o God ¥°° nor 13 it governed Ly principles
of wisdom ¥ 7—buat ** [5 it governed by genera] prnciples at
all 7 The valne of the popnlar areament lies ie the lact
ihat it points fo certain phﬂnnmmn which Dbecome highly
significant il they are eonsidered together t vim (1) the
permﬁrn-‘: regularity of Nature: (2} the appeamuce of eo-
operstion among the parts of pl;m‘tﬂ amd  aoneals ; (8 the
delicnle and complex rohemes of form ood cefour which
physical processes produee; and (4] eertain facts which
sugpesl that the Limiverse is n single sysivwr, o rotionally
ocdered VWhole, 'Fihere are ouany cases i “Nature where
w lnrge number of bodies o particles bebave acconding to
one qapde formula or pule of aclion, T s o comumon cvasion
to suy Lt formulaz, roles, laws, principles dwell in owr
minds only, and except I Lhe case of Inunan ageoey cxoreise
no influence apon [he outzide woirld,  Yet s all assume in
our predickions- eg, of ealipses, of e ull of a stone left
witlhonl supgeortl, of the regalor retarn of night and morning,
winler und spring--Lhat we are desding in cacl case with a
prnciple of resalacily Lo which, in Uthe fulure s in the past,
evenls i Lbhe oulside world saest vonform.  Cun we then
deny il we repord the prineiples g really poverming the
phenomena © ot gonted (hal Nature is governed by
principies, are Lhe principles that povern Mature porely
pechanical in chearacter 7 Are the colour-sehenaes of the
lapdzeape beantiful by mere aceident ! Are they the mere
bv-product of mechamienl unilormity P Ot is Nature in
some  sense governed by specifleally wsthetic prineiples ¥
It is not unreasopable to ask questions of this sort, nor to
maintein thatl to the unphilosophic mind—;if ta no other—
the readiest explanation of the artistic sppearance of the
Universe is that the Universe is in truth the work of a
divine architect.
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of the eritielsms directed against it in modern times, it is
well to recall how it has been formulated by distinguished
thinkers in the past, e.g. Socrates, Arvistotle, Cicero, 5t

Thormas Aquinas,

CHAPTER VI: MORBAL KNOWLEDGL 58

It is also well to recall the srgument which Kant and others
lawve soupht to snbstitute for it, wvic. the © Moral Proof ™
of God's Existence.  Thia latter argnment can be so stated
as (1) Lo furnish in fr3elf o divect refutation of ** Naturalism ™ :
{2} to forru ah fmportant. element in that vory restatement of
the Armunent from TDesion of which we are in search.
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accvunt of the spicitual inferests of oo YWe tind, however,
that there are laws relabiog divectly Lo our most imporiant
apiritnal interest of all, our kuowledge of Right and Wrong.
We tind, ficst, that there aee fundomental mworal prineiples
which we can all be made to see and asceepl if only they are
pat hefore us with solicient elearoess, Tarther, we lind that
the Maoral Lifeal s 5 connected YWhole, sod that our miods
are so conatituted that, iF they are faoiliackzed with eertuain
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Moral Tdeal.  This iz the law on which we dkise onr edoca-
tionad owethods 3 and thiz law eanmot be siacecssfully ex-
plained wway by any nabpeslistie bypothesis.  Fhese hypo-
theses, if carcied oul consislently, have to treat onr morad
ronvictions as fusfar, anel we all koow Tn our hearts that
they ace mod illusion,

Apain, an ideal for Dimeae condidl presipposes same ideal
fire the Universe ak laree, It is o duw that Uthe nuind of man
is an gonstituted gs be recognize, in il oo osllines, the
true ideal for the Cnivecse wheo this ideal s oelearly set
hefore ws.  T'n this truth the literature of all wees beuars
wilness.  The wnion of swirtke and happioess o oa seliie
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the pradses of poets from the daws of the Jewish Psalmists to
DELL DWW,
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(1) The basis both of our evervday predietions of natoral
evonts, amd of those mude by svslemalic science, is Lo be
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Whole governcd by o eational system of lows, jeoin the
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