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PREFACE.

Dumiseg wmy vesidenee i the West Indies, the
hospitable tustanees of my feicod, Me. A, Colien,
at prescut Iler Majesty’s Consul for Sovinam,
seeonded by o conrteous invitation from Dis
Excellency C. A, van Sypesteyn, Governor of
that colony, determined wme to pay a visit to
Dutelt Guiana, My stay thevo wus, of necessity,
a zhort one, not execeding a fortmgld, but during
that pertad the forethought of my amiable hosts
had preparved, wd put at my disposal, all avail-
able means of eolleeting trustworthy information,
both ocular and documentary, regarding the con-
dition of the people and the eountry. To the
kinduess of those friends, accordingly, this work
owes any interest or vidue it LY [HISSCES,

Some macenracies, ory at least, some disputable
points, way ocenr in the historical  notices
seattered throngh these poges.  In fthe remote
station of my present serviee, 1 lhave ut hand ne

means for comparative investization of the vecords
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of the Gutana past 3 omud o compelled, aceord-
ingly, to theow mvself for sneh matters on the
mddulgence of iy readers, by whom, if better
informued, T shall he thankdiul to he corrected,

Conversant for many years with the negro races
in those Fastern lands wheve thee may he, from
long domictlement, regarded as almost indigenous,
I Tave Telt o speetad intevest in observing their
preseut eondition o probalile future o their
Western regions of move recent wdoption. T ne
Furopeant colony have they been so completely
identitiod with {he sotl as in Doteh Guiana ; no-
where econld they he sinediod 1o Dedier advantage.
To those, theretore, who Teel Interest, not in
Afvican geographyondy, but in Mrican nationality,
I conmuend the results of my observalions on this
subject ; they ave grownded on experience, and
ratified by factl.

The Bildical pavadize, judeing by the reeords
that have come down to us, theugh not, on the
whaole, @ very progressive, was yet o vory pleasant
place.  Muele the sane wmay be saild of the Creole
provailise—Dutelr Giodana, The gates are opens:
ey,
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DUTCH GUIANA.

CHAPPLER I,
THI COAST.

Thew crgeping caretully along the beacl,
The month of & green river dil they reseh.
Clenring the zandz, and on the yellow bur
The salt waves atud the Treal waves were at war.
AFomars,
Evewy one who s rend —and who hias not 7—the
incomparable stovy of “Guy Mamnering” knows
that the predetermining threeod of owr exisf-
enes, whether spun by Meg Mervilies or u Clotho,
i5, like the Hie W ueasures, o many-colonred
twine of differine hues. My own partienlar
Clotho, whoeyver-she B, had Kinely wnreeled for
me a fortnight’s leneth, or nearly so, of the very
whitest Tank over allotted fo mortal, oo region
uot meorreetly styled Ly Mo -"'-HHIHHJ' '!'1'3”"1”‘-
in lis West-Tndian remini=conees, the * trae and
1i
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aetual Utopin of the Caribbean Seas, nawely,
British Chuinua —a region additionally Blessed,
at the time of my visit, with that almost Utopian
picee of eolonial good fovtune, the right wan
the vight place, W the person of its present
Linvernor.

Dot with British Guoiana and the good things
thereal 1wy present rle lias, exeept in the way
of introduction, litde to do. George Town and
Birlice, sngar-cstates and eanals, coolies and
vaeunm-pens, hospitable planters and not less
hospitable fownsmen, are they not written, and
well written oo, in the hook above alluded to—
(he ¢ Book of the West Tndies and the Spamsh
Muin 2 At any rate T was soon I sowme manner
aerquainted, however superficially, with all these
andd v iy prineipal desire waz (o aequive some
knowledee of the neichlouving consin-ealony, if
COoppother ™ Le not the fitter htle Dutel Guiana,

T kmown, ot least 1t slioukd be,” that Sarvi-
nam. weographically indieatod Dy the casterhy shee
of Clutana placed hetwoeen one own Soutl dneviean
pesses=ions, on the one side, and Frenel Cavenne
o the ather, i3 up to 4he present day mder Duteh

rule ; while Demerara, or, t0 speak move eorveetly,



