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INTRODUCTION

ROM the year of its settlement in 1628 until the middle of the 19th cemtury,
Salem, in the Massachusetts Bay, was a maritime port surpassed in size
and importance by enly twe or three other seaporis along the Atlantic

const which were mere advantageoualy located on deep-water harbors and which
at the last were developed with the amazing growth of the canal and the railroad.
Within a dogen years of the coming of Governor Endicoli, vessels from Salem were
trading with the West Indies and England and the enterprise and self-reliance of
the merchants and shipmasters of thia town eventually opened tommercial relations
with new and distant peoples living wpon the shores of all parts of the known
world. It has been =aid with truth that Salem ships traded “with more different
peoples in Asis, Africa, South America and the islands of the sea than the ships
of all other American ports put together.™

The ketches, sloops, barks and other vemsels with which tha trade was carried

on befare the Revolubion, now have disappeared and only a drawing preserved
bere and there delineates their type and rig. But with the greater development
of the foreign trade at the close of the 18th cenmry, it became the fashion amoeng
the shipmasters to obtain a watercolor depicting the good ship that brought them
safely and succesefully 1o the home port. This was especially true of those vessels
trading with Europe and along the Mediterranean, where at Marseilles, Gemoa
and Triests were arlists who sought the patronage of the Yankee captains. In
time many of thess drawings by the Roux femily, by Comné, Carcini, Camellote,
Pelligrini, Ropes and others, gravitated to that uniqua coliection illwatrating the
commercial marine which is now preserved in the Peabody Museum, Salem. In
1902 the Asiatic National Bank of Salem conceived the idea of reproducing these
ehip pictures in color and utilizing them upon calendars. One ship followed
another in unbroken series and in 1910 when the Naumkeag Trust Company suc-
ceeded the oldtime baok the practice wes contimed until a1 the present time
sixteen differemt vessels have been depicted,

In this volume these colored illustrutions have been gathered together with a
number of pictures of other Salem ships. The accompanying accountz of trade
or misfortune were written by Hon. Robert 5. Rantoul or Mr, William O. Chapman,
and originally appeared with the calendars. They are here reprinted in a somewhat

condensed form.

The history of Salem’s maritime commerce has not yet been wrilten and it is
hoped that this contribution may aid in keeping alive an admiration and respeet
for the enterprise of her far-sighted old-time merchants and also help to arouse a
faith and a determination that American vessels again shall seil the four seas and
again be well known in “the farthest port of the rich East.”
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