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I author has long been ol opinion that

many of the classical myths werce capable of
being rendered into very ("qnhl reading for chil-
dren. In the Litde volume here offered to the
public, he has worked up half a dozen of them,
with this end in view. A great frecdom of treat-
ment was necessary 1o his ]rhn but it will be ob-
served by every one who attempts to render these
legends malleable in his intellectual furnace, that
they are marvellously independent of all tempo-
rary modes and circumstances.  They remain es-
sentially the same, after changes that would affect
the identity of almost 'unt]unfr clse.

He doces not. Hh“wfmﬂ |'-h1r1 cullty to a sac.
rilege, in ]n'.:nn' somstimes ah.}‘td anew, as his
fancy dictated, the furmr that have been hallowed
by an autiyuity of; o er thiee thousand years.
No epoch of time can Gialn a copy right in ‘these
immortal fables. . Uliey suern nover to have been
made; and cﬂrlfunly. s0 Jong as man exists, they
can never perish; but, by their indestructibility
itself, they are legitimate subjects for every age to
clothe with its own warnitere of manners and sen-
timent, and to imbue with its own morality.  In

.
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the present version they may have lost mueh of
their classical aspect (or, at all events, the author
has not been carcful to preserve |t] and have per-
haps assumed a Gothic or romantic guise,

In performing this pleasant l*u;L.-lm it has
been really a task fit for bot weather, and one of
the maost agreeable, of a lterary kind, which he
ever undertook, — the author has naot always
t]].ml_g]\l it necessary to write downward, m order
to meet the comprehension of children. He has
generally sulfered the theme to soar, whenever
siich was its tendeney, and when he himself was
buoyant enough to [olow without an effort. Chil-
dren posscss an unestimated sensihility to what-
ever is decp or high, in Imagination or feeling, so
long as 1t is sunple Likewise. It 1s only the arti-
ficial and the complex that bewilder them.

LENoX, Fudy 15, 1851,
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