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PFREFRACE,

HE title of thiz book,—or, more accurately,

of its subject;—for no author was ever less
likely than 1 have lately become, to hope for
perennial pleasure to his readers from what has
cost himsclf the most pains,— will be, perhaps,
recognized by some as the last clause of the line
chozen from Keats by the good folks of Man-
chester, to be written in letters of gold on the
cornice, or IHoly reood, of the great Exhibition
which inaugurated the career of so many,—since
organized, by both foreign governments and our
own, to encourage the production of works of
art, which the producing nations, so far from
intending to be their “joy for ever," only hope
to sell as scon as possible. Yet the motto was

chosen with uncomprehended felicity: for there
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never was, nor can be, any essentizl beauty pos-
sessed by a work of art, which is not based on
the conception of its honoured permancnce, and
local influence, as a part of appointed and precious
furniture, either in the cathedral, the house, or the
joyful thoroughfare, of nations which enter their
gates with thanksgiving, and their courts with
praise.

“Their" courts—or “His"” courts;—in the
mind of such races, the expressions are synony-
mous: and the habitz of life which recognize the
delightfulness, confess also the sacredness, of homes
nested round the seat of a worship unshaken by
inzolent theory: themselves founded on an abiding
affection for the past, and care [or the future; and
approached by paths open only (o the activites of
honesty, and traversed ooly by the footsteps of
peace.

The exposition of these truths, to which 1
have given the chiel energy of my own life, will
be found in the following pages [irst undertaken

systematically and in logical sequencc; and what



