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PREFACE.

Tae following pages do nob profess to consist of
anything more than memorsnds and chearvetions,
from & poet’s point of view, respecting & certain
class of botanical facts, These facts, which, un-
sble fo think of & better name, I call echoes,
“ Science > may some day find it worth while to de-
tach; then, marshalling them with others of similar
naturs, alaborate from the whola a technical treatise.
To be & philossphical trestice, the treatment must
be mathetic,

No collection of thia class of facts has hitherto
been made, so far, that is, a8 I sm aware; nor
does the idea which they illustrate appear to have
suggested itself to men of seience, except as some-
thing for the cceupation of students yet to arise.
To poetical minds {in fonetion the precursors of
“ serentific” ones} the idea haa of course been
long familiar,

That by the scientific * the idea ia thonght not
nnworthy of aftention, may be judged from the
following remarks of one of cur moet distinguished
living botanists—Dr. Berthold SBeeman ;—
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% About the term *mimicry’ there shonld be a clear
anderstanding. It is, so far, & thorooghly objectionable
one, a8 by employing it either in zoology or botany the
whole guestiom 18 prejudged; indeed it is ssmmmed—I.
That ovganisms have the power to mimic other organisms;
and 2. That they have come in contact with those crgen-
iems which they are smpposed to mimis. Employ the
terms ‘onter resemblauce’ instead of wimiery, and we
are on neutral, undiepoted ground. The subject of these’
external reaemablances of apecies and whola genera to others
having en entivcly difforent organic atrnciure, ia a wids and
complirstad one; and I think that the beat wey to approach
it is to go through the whals vegetable kingdom, and take
note of every caze whers the onter featores of one species or
genug are reflected in any other. Some yeara ago, my late
late lamented friend, Dr. Schnlte-Bipontinos, read & paper
on his favourite erder, the Composite, in which he pointed
out that in this the lergest of all Phanerogamons orders,
the hehit of almoet every other order of the vegetable king-
dom cropped up sgain. In Euphorbiaces nnd other large
orders, aimiliar instaneed gre ngted. Somedimes this onter
reeemblance ie perfectly startling. I remember finding &
Bandwich Tsland plant, which looked for all the world like
Thomeais solanaces of Now Holland, a well-known Buetine-
risewss of our gardens, bué which on closer exsmination
turned ocut to be e varlety of Solanom Nelsoni; the re-
somblance between these two widaly separated plants being
quits aa striking as that pointed out in Bates' ' Travels on
the Amasoms,' batween a cerfaln moth and & humming
bird. This owter ressmblance between plants of different
genera and orders has played us botaniste many s frick,
and is one of the many canees of the existence of same
almost incomprehenaibls synonyms in our syetematio works.
‘Wendland, in his monograph ou Acacis, desoribed many good
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gpecies, and thonght he lmew sn Aoacis when he saw one;
yet one of his new ones [A. dolabriformis) which he refarred
to the genus from habit alons, turned ont to be a Daviesia.
Few men had & better knowlodge of Ferne than Eonze, yet
*mimicry,’ Puck-like, played him e trick when, relying on
the nature of the leal and vensticn, he refsrred Btangeria
paradoxs, & Oycad, to true farms; end Sir 'W. J. Hooker,
good botanishk s he was, would oever hewe figored
Veronics sz a Conifer, if ' mimicry *—uneing the term for
the last time, had not been st play. At presemt I have
o theory to propose on this suiyject, bnt whosver hag,
ought to both bear in mind that it muet apply with equal
forea to the aniwal and vegetable kingdoma, and thet $o
eay thet these resemblances sre mersly socidental, ocounte
for nothing ontil it shall have hean preved that there are
ench thinge aa * Accidents in Natnre. "—Gardeners’ (hro-
nicke, June 271k, LBOR.

Like Dr. Seeman, I have no scientifio theory 4o
propose, Content to observe mnd register facts,
and to weava them together in my own spontansons
way, thereby perhaps ploasing & reader hers and
there, I leave it to others to deal technically with
the materials T lay before them.

It may be well to add that the whole of this
essay was written before the appesrance of Dr,
Seeman’s letter above guoted.

LEO H. GRINDON,
MawcaEsTER, January, 1869,
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