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THE VOLUNTEERS

From fields of toil and fields of play,
Wherever surged the game of life,

All eager for the mighticr fray,
They sped them lo the clashing strife —

To fight the fight, to heal the Jurt,
To sail the chariless tracts of air,

Eves forward, head and leart alert,
Teo pay their wndemanded share.

For so their Ancient Mother taught,
And so they learned it at her knee —

Where mercy, peril, death are wronght,
Tiere, in the ruck of tings, to be,

And thus they wage, with every nerve,
The great day's work — nor that alone,

But, 'neath what flag soe’er they serve,
Brighten the colors of their own.






PREFATORY

T the outbreak of the European waz, during

the season of summer travel in 1914, many
Harvard men were in Europe. Not a few of them
were attached to the United States embassies and
legations in the various capitals. The business of
these offices immediately became pressing in the
extreme. The labors of those officially connected
with them were shared at once by volunteers — the
first of the Harvard fellowship to offer a helping
hand where it was needed in the sudden disorganiza-
tion of an orderly world. The call to the colors of
the various warring nations quickly drew into the
conflict those who owed allegiance to one or another
flag. In military service, such as that of the For-
eign Legion and Flying Corps of the French Army,
others have expressed the allegiance of sympathy
if not of birth. But it has been in the organization
of hospital service and in the work of ambulance
corps engaged in the dangerous task of bringing
wounded men with all possible speed to the minis-
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trations of surgeons and nurses that Harvard has
had by far the largest numerical representation. In
hospital work it has been even an official repre-
sentation, for the Surgical Units sent in the spring
of 1915 to the American Ambulance Hospital in
Paris, and in the summer of the same year to equip
a British military hospital in France — a service
undertaken originally for three months, but con-
tinued until the present time — were Units bearing
the name and sanction of the University, through
its Medical School. From the Medical School also
Professor Strong was detached for his service of
world-wide importance in combatting, successfully,
the plague of typhus in Servia.

At the end of this volume a list of the Harvard
men who have participated in various forms of ser-
vice, in Europe, in connection with the War—a list
for which it is impossible to claim completeness —
is printed. It would doubtless be longer if our
own affairs on the Mexican border in the summer of
1616 had not drawn thither many young Harvard
men of the type chiefly reprezented among the am-
bulance drivers in France. A list of those, young
and old, who have identified themselves, to not-
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able purpose, with relief work in America would be
quite unwieldy in its proportions.

Of the more than four hundred men recorded as
rendering their personal services in Europe, all but
four have helped the cause of the Allies. From
this fact it is not fair to draw the overwhelming
conclusion that is meost obvious. The Harvard
Medical School is known to have been ready to
undertake the organization of a Surgical Unit for
service in Germany, in the event of the German
government asking for it as the British govern-
ment asked for the Unit maintained in France.
That Harvard men of German birth and sym-
pathies, led by a spirit of idealism and loyalty,
would have given their services to Germany if
access to the Teutonic countries had been possible,
there can be no doubt.

It is, however, with those who have served,or are
serving, in Europe that this volume must deal
From them have proceeded innumerable letters,
diaries, and other records, a few of which have been
available for the present purpose. The passages
here brought together will be found to illustrate
both the wide variety of the work in which Harvard



