COLLECTIONS CONCERNING THE
EARLY HISTORY OF THE
FOUNDERS OF NEW PLYMOUTH,
THE FIRST COLONISTS OF NEW
ENGLAND



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649747863

Collections concerning the early history of the founders of New Plymouth, the first colonists of
New England by Joseph Hunter

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH HUNTER

COLLECTIONS CONCERNING THE
EARLY HISTORY OF THE
FOUNDERS OF NEW PLYMOUTH,
THE FIRST COLONISTS OF NEW
ENGLAND

ﬁTrieste






COLLECTIONS

CONCEILEL NG

THE EARLY HISTORY

FOUNDERS OIF NEW PLYMOUTH,

LIE

FIRST COLONISTS OF NEW EXGLAND.

1

JOSEFPIL HLUNTER, I\.B.A,

W '.'i:ﬁh-"l"".'-h"!'r?:.i; OF TUHT FUMNLTY J1Cails.

LONDON:
JOINW RUARELEL SMAITH,
b, ULD COMPTON STRELET, SOH0 SQUANE,
1 849,



THE FIRST COLONISTS

NEW ENGLAND.

GovErsonr Horounrysoy, writing in 1767, when e s aliout
to zive an account of the azvival of the firet company of English
umi;;r:mrs on the shores of Npw E!]glﬁnﬂ, ot the ]'J(lill‘. wlhore
iz now the town of Jew Flywouth, remarlks, that “ihe
settlerent of this colory geeasionod $he setlerment of Massa.
elinsclls Boy, which wee the zource of ail the other colonies in
New Erogluvl. Vieginia waz in o dring ztete, and zeemed to
eevive awmd (lonrish rom the example of Xew Laglind 3 and
be farther zars: 1 am not presveciog from oblivion the
naes of heroes whose cliletf merit s the averthrmes of citics,
provinees, and empives, Lut the names of the fooders of
w flourishing cowa awd eolony, if not of the whale Dritisl
Ewmpire in Ameriea, ™

As time bas pazzed on; the ingerest abeot these Bathiers of the
Anglo-Amevican race hos gathered steengtl. The latest English
traveller who has given uz the result of hiz ohzervations among
the people of New England, deseribes with some minuteness
the memoriads of 110z eveut which e fonnd at New Plvymouth
the relies whieh are exbabited ol these ¢ Pi]gl'imafmhers," HE
they ave afleetionately cadled, and the traditions whick are

¥ The Historr of the Protvinge of Massnelusetzs Bay, &c. 8vo, HBoston,
1767, p. 402,



TIIE FIRST COLONISTS

clhierished respecting them ; aml, having done o, be observes—
When we consider the giandeoy of the results which have
been veabized in the tnterval of 223 years sinee the May Flower
sgiled into Plymonth Harbour, how in that period a nation of
twenty millions of souls bz sprung inco existence and peopled
A vast continent, and eovered it with cities ol churches,
schools, colleges, and rilesads, and dGlled its vivers and ports
with steamchoats and shipping—we regard the pilzim velics
with that Lind of senvradion wheh vl u'l:ljn;,'u_:’rs. umm]]],' ilie-
eive from izl sntiguity alone,  For we measme time net by
the number of aritlimetical fizures representing years or cen-
turies, but by the 'i.'|1l'|IE'JF|MLJ.!I! il o luug serwes of evenls which
sirrloe Lhe iJIH-'I:,__TiIIFLIIHIlL”H

I lewve to others to dilate on the wmagnitmle of this event,
of which 1t 15 fhe begdnndig only thar I have to trent—rthe
great things accomplished, and the greader oees 1o be Jie-
et o 1l distanl focere, both in the new nation and new
pwder of soetely in the country itzelf, amd in the reaetion upon
the state of Lurope: noi proposing to treat he subjeet in o
philosophic but 1n an eutignavinn sparit; 1o he o mere colleetor
ol fuets from sources zeldonn vizited, and oceasionally to in-
termix conjectares, wlich the veader will veecive or reject
:u,--:,-m--]iug 1o his own jlln:]:__,;lm:ll’r. o e appacent IJl'flhﬂbﬂit‘j'
attending them, My bosinesz with these Tovmders of New
Luzland relates te the e Ledore they alvadoned dheir native
eountry to gnin that freedom of religious profession which
they conld sot enjov at howme.  When tley have set their
feet on Alie Awertean sheve T ave loue with thiem s and even
that part of teeir intermediate Tostory, while they were living

A Hovond Visit too tha Uaited Siptes of Menh Awerica, Ty Sir
Clavles Lydls 12mo. 1840, val, i, p 117,



OF XEW EXNGLAXD. 3

in Hotland, does oot fall within the scope of mv desizgn, o
tashew who and what the leaders of this enterprize were while
they lived in Eagland, to teace the fow whom it = possible to
trace, to their homes; but especially BrEwsTER awld Bnanroro,
the Aaron and Mosez of the enterprize, who were originally
neighbonrs and friends in a little obeenve diztiet of England.
The subject bag, therefore, an Engli=h as well az an American
interest 5 but it is lo Ameriea that T st chietiv look for the
toleration of such minute inquirr, whers the * first comers”
are regarded wich 8 veneration almost superstitions, az if one
day, like the founders of more ancient states and citles, thev
are too be worshipped with henours fittle less than divine,
The accounts whick are ziven Ly all later writers of the
urigin of thiz zettlement sre substantielly the same ; and they
most meeds beoso sinee they are all decived Do aee soorer,
no later wriler having enteced wpon the course of ingairy on
which we are shout Lo enler, ar main gy mategia]l additions
to the infermatton whicl: they drew from that source.  That
souree, however, is most eminently dleserving of the respect
which has been paid o il aad probahly oo modern colony,
and :‘.eﬂ.uin]y g aneient atale, Yiaa suel authentie aod minae
information of all cvents in their ealiest histary.  They are
Commentaries, written by Braolford himselt, the most netive
of the persons engaged in the enterprize, and one who for s
series of years was annually eleeted to the office of governor
of the new eolomy; a man who had engoved, indeed, few
advantages of edacation, differing in this from his collengne
Brewster, but poszzessed af excellent senze, and tasicr of 5
simple, natural elognence.  He ought to take his place
amongst English authors s his works, so they may be called,
being these: 1, Some Aceonnt of the Religious Community of
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which hie waz: a member, before itz remoral to Molland in 1608,
and from thence toits greater removal to the wilds of America
in 1620, 2. A Diary of Oceurrences during the first year aflter
their landing, in which Edward Winslow, another of the emi-
grants, had a share with him. 3. A Dialogue between Young
Peaple of the Colony and Ancient People, in which the latter
give an account of the principles and the groonds of these
privciples, out of whicl the sfate of {hings arose which de-
termined the members of this choreh or community toabanidon
their mative land., 4. A Plographical Account of Willimn
Brewster, whoe, mure thau any b [rerzo, iz to he regarded
az the founder of the community, aml whe administered the
ecclesiastical afinirs, while the civil wore a0 ably condueted by
Bradford.

These nre the original antherities fue dbe privocval listory of
the Phymomth colony : they nve almost the only authorities for
anytling relating to it previonsly (o the actunl landing of the
first compony of pilgrima.  The lastory of these wrltings =
something enrions. The seeond of them waz prinfed in Evgland
as gxely as 1622 bot the others remaized it mavu=cript, and
while 13 that state have been wsed nanzt likerally by a suceezsion
of writers.  First, by Dradiord's wephew, Nathanicl Maorion,
iv his valopble woo'k pntiled © New-Lugland's Memorial,’
publighed in 1667 ; agaim by Prinee,* and afterwards hy
Hutehinson, who was Governor in the reign of George the
Third of the colony of Mazzachuzetta Bay, a later settlement,
(o which Plymouth was wriked e EGRZL In oue or other of

# Tlhomups Prince, whose ' Clironological History of Xow Englam]’ was
privted ol Foston fn 1736, ITe appewrs te hove hecn aeguaioted with
vrltings of Tomdfond not oo lnowrn to ety cxastonge: soc his proface,

fo v o dungerons itois to allow vaiualic weitiige o remain in single

copiEs.
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the published writings of these persons, nenrly the whole of
Bradford’s facts are to he found. Dut a higher justice has
lately been dore to hine by che publication of his writings in
an entire form.  This servics to listorical liternture kas been
rendered by a gentleman of Doston, in New England, Mr.
Alexander Young, whe bas eoflected in the same volume other
early tracts, and a few letters and other inemerials of Bradfond
and the hest sett®ors, and lias llasteated the whole with many
very valnable notes,”

It would zeem by this enumeration of the literary remains of
Bradtord, that be would have lefr little to be wll far the
satistaction of a reasonmahle ewdipsity. But it js otherwise.
Bradford deals far roo much in genceral salements. He
avolds, indeed, in the most tantelizing wanner, to give s
dates vr namez of perzous or ploces, Mo speaks of the chinech
of whiclt be was a member, bus e aewhere tells ns where o
was situated, o rather where 10 beld 113 meetings {for diseipline
and worship,  He spoaks of the porsecutions of the persons
eompasing it i termsz of such enerzy, that we mizht think
they appranchod i atrpcity fo fhe perspentions of the Protes-
tantz 1o the :].n}';:- nf Clieen ]i:—tr:. H bt e rare:'_l.' pnints ont a
sidlerer by name, he pbints out ne particular oppressor, lLie
gives my date of any voe aec of thiz kind, nor any pardenlas
account of aoy distinet act of appression whiel drove them
from their hames,  This s unfortunare en oan historicsl account,
Bee | mist ehink that lie l;-llj_;].‘h o have 5|z|_:|_:nr1r1e_--] lits spvere
remarks by parcienlar instances, whiclh would now admic of
examination and proof. ot while | write thas, 1 am fully
sengilble of the value of these historieal remainz, and shall he

* Chronieles of she ilerine Pitlicrs of the Colooy of Plvmouth frem
1602 to 1625, &o. Doston, Sve, 1544, Seecnd Editioa,
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greatly indebted to them as we procced,  They are most au-
thentic aul valuable, ay for as they go.

A mest nmportant passuze o Governor Bradiord's history
of the Church or Religions Community,—T use the terms in-
differently,—ilustrates this want of partiealarity :

“ Several religtons people wear the joining borders of Not-
tinghamshive, Lincolushire, and Yovleshive, lnding their piows
mimsters ur‘l:r.q':] witly 5ul:.-li_:r"|1|1i|_|1|, 131 R'i‘.i_-l:u;wl, amil the llf'leI-E
greatly vexed wiih the comnissory eourts, npparitovs, and
purauivints, which they had borne sundry vears with much
patience, till they were oecasioned, by the continuaper and
inercase of these troubles and other menps, to see further iuto
these things by the light of the Word of God: how that pot
ouly the eersmoniez were walawing, buc thet the loedly and
tyrupnons power of the prelates, wha would, contrary to the
irecdom of the Fospel wnd the consvivnees of men, sud by their
compulsive power, make o profane misture of things snd
jerzons o divine worship; that their officers, conrls, anil
canons were uulawful ; being suelt as have noowarvand in e
Word of God, bt the same that were used 1o Popery, and =ll
vetgined.  Upon whiel the people zhake off this yole of
anti-Christian bondage, and, as cthe Lord’s fvee people, form
themselves by covenant into & Chuveli-state, to walk in all his
waya made known or to be made known to them, according
to their best codenvenes, whatever il cost them™

Now, who specifically were these “ecligions people,’” for
they were the tese beginners of the New England eolony 7
What district iz specifically meant by * near the joining bor-
ders of Nottinghamshive, Lincolnslive, and Yorkshire "—Ta
thizs second guestion an explicit answer will now be given.
To the first an answer will bie given, though but an incomplete



