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PREFACE

Ix the courss of the year I peruse sixty or seventy
theses for the degree of M.B. and about twenty-
five for the degree of M.ID. The matter of these
theses is good, it ia often excellent; in composition
a few are good, but the greater number are written
badly, some very ill indeed. The prevailing defect of
their composition {s not mere inelegance; were it so,
it were unworthy of educated men : it is such as to
obscure, to perplex, and even to hide or to travesty
the sense itselfl, Thus, for the judge who would
be just, many of the theses are very hard reading;
and, meritorious aa in substance they may be, are,
as they atand, unfit for the printer. The use of
thesis- writing is to train the mind, or to prove
that the mind has been trained; the former purpose
is, 1 trust, promoted, the evidences of the latber
are scenby and occasionsl,  Thus, when the Act
is kept, we are often forced, against our desire,
to dwell on faults of form to some exclusion of
the argument. It seemed to me, therefore, that if,
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by a collection of the commoner errors and defects,
once for all 1 were deceived in my hope of bringing
about some reformation of the essays, T might at
any rale 8o economise my censurea of the manner
as to devote myself in future to the matter only.

I fondly supposed that these eriticisms of form
might be put together for the press, as en open
letter, in & few afternoons: I was sadly deceived.
The task proved to be far heavier than T had
anticipated. Moreover, for the humble duty T set
before myself T had made no speeial preparation;
I had read no grammam, nor the handbooks of
literary artists. The treative of Mr. Miles on
Essay-writing appeared before my manuscript was
finished, bat by & mischanee his volume—though
kindly dedicated to me—hbad failed to reach me.
Mr. Cornford’s book appeared after my little work
wes done.  Yet I am glad 1 did not see these
books, or others of the kind, lest ab the begin-
ning I might have been tempted by such bright
axamples far out of my narrower way. The books
of Mr. Miles and of Mr. Cornford are systematic
and constructive, they survey the field and the
methods of authorship; my hints, if, as I trust,
they have some organic umity, are but comments
on the more frequent or the more eminent defects
of scientific essays, and are as unsystematic and
occasional s the defects themselves, I have ob-
served no acheme or proportions in my parts but
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those of the faults and errors after whieh they are
designed,

With the stuff of which theses are to be made
I have not concerned myself; for scientific papers
the kind of subject and the stuff are preordained.
If, as Mr. Cornford tells us, teachers and examinera
of the day are demanding essays not, a8 ours are, on
the rough and homely materials of common work,
but on the sublimer qualities of life, on Eloguence,
Enthugiasm, Courtesy, Thoroughness, Patriotism,
Drama, Travel, Edupelion, Sympathy, Wit and
Humowr, Eminence of Gveat Men, ARl 1z Vandly,
and the like—themes T have gleaned from his book,
if these issues of rich faney and ripened experi-
ence are required of schoolboye and undergreduates,
it s well that they have Mr. Miles and Mr. Coro-
ford to teach them the cunning of it all, and to
“open yet another career for dulness,” COne day in
my remote past 1 was set to create such an essay
on my slate while my governess went out to tes:
Death was the subject she thought sppropriate for
my handling. After much gasping in the vacuity
of my mind, in which was neither straw nor clay,
I became so fatigued as to be beset by the hand-
some word “ erronecus " which that moerning I had
sdmired in the mouth of one of my elders. BSurely
this word made itself inevitable; and on her return
my governess permsed this brief but I venture to
think not unsuccessful little essay: “ Death is an
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erroneous circumstance.” 1 publish it now for the
first time, as both for form and substance Mr
Cornford's diseiples may find it & useful pattern in
the art of * painting shadows in imaginary lines.”
In obedience to & general desire I have divested
these eritical notes of the peculiarly medical features
which they had at frst; while preserving their
immediate purpose, T have exchanged many of my
medical instances for others of a pleasanter kind;
neverthelesa this tract is intended chiefly for my
own students, and is chiefly concerned therefore not
with letters as a whole bat with so much of the form
and correctness of scientific papers as my experience
tells me is perverted or neglected by their authors.
My quotations sre given for the most part
without acknowledgment; for obvions reasons,
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