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PREFACE,

*, theorigenal scherne of the Book-
Lover's Lifwary o was pro-
posed fo devode cortain wodiies
to the history of books of world-wide
fame,  Aftei the Bibde no bosik fras been
so tupch read or crjoyed 50 extended @
Sfame, as ' The fomiation of Clhvist™ of
Thontas o Kewpis, and it thevefore seems
specially appropiiaic fo comuresce Uhis
branch of the serivs with an account of
this famons work.

The inte My, Edward Waterton, who
from hus great Rnowledge of e sulject
was emaendly fitted for the fask, wunder-
taok to wile ' The Stowry of the Iardiaiion.




vi Preface.

He had collected somne WSS, and nuster-
otes edthions of the work, and had already
written o Life of Thamas a Kempes, as
well as severad feflers tn defence of this
auffor.  He, however, died before he
was able fo aceomplich the sk, [ was
then ashed fo fake up Hw sulject, and
as I had alveady devoled some atlention
ta it I pladly apireed o the sugpestion,
1 have endevvowred Yo sortle e Hie sawe
sprrf as Mr. Walerfon had tlone, and
fo aid fn the cause e fad so wech at
fréart; to show as plevualy as I can Jow
the four breafises wow Enown wnder e
saine of * The Ditation of Christ” lad
thetr origin an Hw © Rapiaria” or books
of extracts recommended &y Gevard oot
fo ks followers the Lrethven of Common
Life, and how the fornis of expression
i Whis work befray Hits origim tm s

# Articles in BiEForrapder, May 1834, and in
Seedfinh Reviea, Tuly 18356,
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contmunity, and also Hhe lend of s bordle;
and fow e majordy of e MSS. of
the ediltons and ransiafions confirne s
apinion.

I v also fvfed To frace We wevsticism
fa be found in V' The Inntation " from thal
i the Gorman aysiies o preceded
Thomas a Kempds, as aflso the more
practical ideas from the works of s
[riends and confeniporarios.

I am lareely fndebied 1o tiese who
lerve spent much labosey on #is saljec,
espectally to Rev. 5. Kettlewell, ahose
valnable works fiesd sfirved o Hhe
love of the author, and afforded amck
felp, especially m these chapiors velnting
fo He Y Brothers of Conunoen Lofe)" and
to * Thoreas @ Kemnpes," to Dr, Crivse,
nol ordy for his published work, bt for
fis kond spmpadliy and friendiv lwelp; as
also lo fhe works of Canon Sanlini and
Father Becker,
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I wisl fo express my great obligations
fo Rev, Provest Murray of Emmanne!
College,  Camibridee, for  informabon
regarding the M S. in the Library of that
College ; fo Professor Roberison Smith,
Jor a nofe on the M5, i the University
Libvary, Cambridee; o F. Madan, Esg.,
Sul-Libwrarien of tie Bodlevan Libvary,
Jor an acconnt of the varons MSS. i
Oxford; and also lo Dr. Tngram, of
Dubiin, for cevious weadings o the
Ihiblin and Cambridge M55, of the
first English translidion.

There are several portraits of Thomas
a Kemipis, wleck prove that wien alive
s fanme was widely extended.  In then
he 15 represented either e his cell or 0
the open i an N gronuds of Mornt
Sh Agnes. Owue of the former has been
engraved, bt o wonld nol bear rediction
fo siad Wns voline,  OF the lalter there
are fwo oif paiufings in Holland, one at
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Zwolle, which s wnforiunalely much
decayed, and another at Gertruidenberg,
wilechy 15 1 good preseveation. I belongs
to Pastor Allard of that town, and s
ewielently  genmine. By He Rindness
of Dr. Cruese we have beenr enabled to
secury @ wegative of s povieait, which
Sorms the fronfisprece of the volwme.

While this work s been i progress
we have fiad fo lament the death of twa
af the wmosd accomplished defenders of the
rights of Thomas, Canon Spitzen and
Mons., Ruelens e obliging and accen-
plished kecper of the Burgundian Library
at Brussels.  May fhely labours nof be
i vame ; and may s bithe volone be
the seans of furtheriig the sanle cange,
and help fo seltle the dlaims of Thomas
@ Kempis to be the trne antlor of ' The
Tmtation of Christ)






