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FOREWORD

LETTER FROM HIS EXCELLENCY,
THE HIGH CDMMIS’SIDNER OF FBANCE,
M. ANDEE TARDIEU

My dear Major Fortescue:

That which, in my opinion, gives special value to
your book on France in war time, is that you have
not been content only to gather therein the excellent
articles sent by you from Paris and the Front to
the Fashirgton Post, but you also, from your ob-
servations and experiences, develop a picture of the
whole subject. Yours is the work of the historian.

To your vivid and accurate articles, to your ac-
counts of the fighting on the Somme, at Verdun, in
the Argonne, you have added & methodical delinea-
tion, exact and instructive, of the organization and
practice of war as developed in France during three
years.

Systems of transport, artillery with its new
method of firing, ligison, aviation, new tactica, new
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arms, as well as the co-operation of the different
branches in defence and attack, are actually de-
scribed by you in their functioning as “the business
of war”—the gigantic war enterprise of today—
and you recognize in thie new war machine and
these new tactics, a new work of the epirit of the
French pecple. Another proof, the most eloquent
perhaps, of the ereative genius and adaptability of
our democtacy and our race.

With sympathetic understanding and friendli-
ness, on the other hand, you have known how to show
the inner side of this organization for war, fo ex-
press those moral and spiritual forces which explain
the efficacy of this technical work.

If, to use your own words, the French army haa
“saved the world from the domination of Germany
and despotism,” it is, to again quote you, because
our army “has been the soul of the nation”; be-
cause it has been without peer, the army of democ-
racy and liberty, the army of citizen-soldiers. For
this reason, if I may avail myself once more of your
strong words “the French who hate war, are the
finest soldiers in the world.”

Do not say, however, that “the soul of France to-
day was born at the battle of the Marne.” The
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battle of the Mame was for naticn, only the occasion
of a new awakening under trial. I the battle of
the Mamne has been won, if the invasion of the Ger-
man hordes has been stopped, it is because that soul
pre-existed, because it was present, entire, in the
breast of every French soldier, and, hecause in de-
fending our soil and our existence, every soldier
knew that he defended at the same time, the cause
of democracy and liberty througheut the world.
Here again, is the reason why, through three years
of struggle, behind the armies and the front, the
steadfastness and spirit of sacrifice of the whole pa-
tion has never wavered,

You have happily explained how this identity of
our national spirit and democraey is reflected in the
special discipline of the French army, an army of a
free people under a discipline of intelligence, a
discipline, fair, humane, and fraternal.

This you have seen in France. All those Ameri-
cans who have seen what you have seen with us, are
thus convinced of the absolute agreement of minds
and aims which the participation by the American
democracy in the war reveals and will reveal be-
tween your nation and our nation, between your
army and our army.



