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TitcoMmMe’s LETTERS.



™D THE

REV., HENRY WARD BEECHER.

L

You bave very kindly permitted me to dedi-
cate this book to you, T de it with hearty plea-
sure, and with eordial thanlks for your courtesy,
becnuse it will do me good in several ways. First,
it will give me an opportunity to manifest the re-
spect and admiration which I entertain towards
one who, in the hest way, is doing more than any
other American for the elevation of the standard
of Christinn manhood and womanhood. Second,
it will save to me the awkward labor of writing a
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vl TREFACE.

goneral prefice, One can say to a friend, you
know, in a familiar way, what he would hesitate
to eay directly to the public of his own perform-
ances. Third, it will show the publie that you
know the author of these letters, and that you
have confidence in his good intentions,

The Great Master taught you how to teach,
and, if we heed the lesson of Hie life, He will
teach us all. He assumed a sympathetic level
with humanity, that He might secure the eye and
ear of the world. Through these He obtained
the heart—a conguest preliminary to that of the
world's understanding and life. It was the divine
policy—rather, perhaps, I should say, the eternal
necesgity—that He should be made in all points
like as we are, in order to a fitness for and the
fulfilment of hisa mission, It was the brother
that was in Him which touched humanity, and
became the medium of heavenly impulses and
inspirations ; and it 18 the brother in us, rather
than the preceptor, which will enable us to reach
the hearts and minds that eall for our ministra-
tions.

With this idea in mind, T cannot but think that
a general mistake has been made in the instrue-
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tious given to the young. Most writers have
chosen a standpoint distant from, and clevated
above, the warm, quick nntures which they have
addressed, The young have been preached to,
leetured to, taught, exhorted, advised, but they
have ravely been falked to. My aim, in this tri-
ple-headed  series of letters, is to give bro-
therly counsel, in a direct and pointed way, to
the young men and women of the conntry, upon
subjects which have immediate practical bearing
upon their life and destiny, and to give this coun-
sel without a resort to eant, or to the preeeptive
formularies that so much prevail in didactic litera-
ture. I think I know the voung, and know what
they need; so I have addressed them with this
presumption, and with the same freedom—some-
times with the snme earnest and emphatic abrupt-
ness—that I wonlid use in tallking to brothers and
sisters whose eyes were looking into mine, whose
hands I held.

After all, is there not an assumption of anperi-
ority in this? Only that which i necessary for
decanting the experiences and the truths which
my heart liolds into the hearts I seck to fill. A
pitcher may have an ear noticeable for length and



viii PREFACLE,

breadth, and its contents may cecupy an inferior
level, yet it may brim a goblet with pure water,
without other elevation than that which is neces-
sary for the service,

You will notice that T address my letters to the
young men, young women, and young martied
people, as classes, with distinetness of aim and ap-
plication, while I inclose all in a single volume.
I have intended the whole book for each class. I
believe that each should know what I have to say
to the other. I have written nothing to one class
which it would not be well for the other to know.
The effort to maintain a divided interest and a
divided sympathy between the sexes, to deny to
them partnership in a common kmowledge of their
relationship, to hide them from each other as if
they were necessarily encmies or dangerous asso-
ciates, and to obliterate the idea that they are
sharers in the same nature, and companions in a
common destiny, may spring from the purest mo-
tives, but it produces inhuman resnlts,

I look around me, and I see the young of both
sexes with hearts bounding high with hope, forms
elnstic with health, and eyes bright with the
enjoyment of life; and the thought of the stern
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diseipline which awaits them, touches me to tears.
Their dawning sun gilds only the mountain-tops
of life, and leaves the DLlind defiles and dismal
gorges for their weary feet to find, through years
of patient or fretful travel. To tell them how to
perform this journey worthily, and to do it hand
in hand, in harmenious companionship, I have
written these letters. It has been with me an
honest and earnest worlk, in the ohject of which I
am sure that you will sympathize. I only hope
that you will find little to eriticise and nothing to
condemn, m the nature and style of the means by
which I have sought to accomplish it.

Yours,
With respectful affection,

TEE AUTHOR.
ReppeLicay l:l1='1;'|czé5
Springfield, July 1, 1858,
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