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MARCUS AURELIUS.

“Usti. philosophers are kings, and the
princes of this world have the spirit and power
of philosophy, and pﬂlltical preatness and
wisdom meei in one, cities will never cease
from ill—no, nor the human race, as I believe
—and then n::nnl}' will our state have a possi-
bility ﬂi’l:f’ﬂ and see the ]1ght of day.” **The
truth is, that the state in which the rulers
are most reluctant to govemn is best and
mosi quieily governed, and thestate in which
they are most willing is the wors,”

Thus writes Plato in his Republic, laying
down the conditions, which even to him ap-
pear impossible, under whicha state may be
wisely gpoverned. The ruler must be a phi-
losopher as well a3 a king ; and he must
govern unwillingly, because he loves phi-
losophy better than dominion. Once in the
history of the world these conditions were
fulfilled : in Marcus Aurelius we find the
philosopher king, the ruler who preferred
the solitude of the student to the splendor
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6 fMhatcus Hurclius,

of the palace, the soldier who loved the arts
of peace better than the glory of war, 1t 1s
with no small interest that we turn to lhe
records of history to see what was the out-
ward life led by this king ; bhut even more
willingly do we open the precious record of
his own thoughts, which reveal to us the
inner lite of the philosopher.

Marcus Aurclivg Antoninus was the adopi-
ed son of the Emperor Antoninus Ius, who
died in 161 A.p. He had been brooght up
with the utmost care by his adoptive [ather.
and recetved 1he best instruction in poctry
and rhetoric, at that time the staples of a
liberal education. But his favorite study
was philesophy, aod when only cleven years
old he assumed the philosophers” simple
dress, adopted their mode of life ; and fnd-
ing that his inclination was chiefly towarnds
Stoicizm, he atiached himsell o this—the
sirictest of the philosophic schools, A dis-
cipline of monastic =severity, that bade its
tollowers disreparnd all bodily comifort, all
that i= commonty called pleasure, and care
for noweht but virue, was indecd a steange
traming for one destined for the imperial
purple, and 1t hardly appeared to bea fitting
preparation tor the cares of what was then
the one greafl Empire of the world,  True,
the Stoics loved to call themselves citizens
of the world, and to inculeate that cosmo-
politanism that is broader and nobler than
mere patriotism ; but while they maintained
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in theory that the wise man should take part
in politics, in practice there was always
something in the existing state of things
which made his doing so unadvisable.  But
Marcus Aurelius could not choose his own
lot. Destined for the throne already by the
Emperor Hadrian, associated o the empire
even in his adoptive father's iifetime, he
could but accept his lot, and in striving to
practice the noble principles he had learnt,
pay {ohis Stoic teachers the truest tribute.
His was a troubled reign. ‘The Roman
Empire, which in the vigorous days of the
Republic had been gradually but surely ex-
tending its boundaries, had been consoli-
dated, and newly administered hg' Julius
Casar and Augustus, Ou the dealh of the
latter it extended from the Atlantic on the
west 10 the Armenian mountainsg and Ara-
bian deserts on the ¢ast,  On the south the
African deserts had slone stopped the con-
quering arms, while on the north a line of
natural boundarics was {raced by the Eng-
lish Channel, Ehine, Dunube, DBlack Sea,
and Mount Caucasus, Warned by the ill-
success thal attended the later campaigns of
his penerads on the Lower Rhine, Augustus
had cautioned his successors to aim at pre-
serving rather than increasing their domin-
ions.  1Thus it came aboat, that between the
vears 14 and 161 A, ., when Marcus Aure-
lius succeeded to the throne, only two fresh
conquests had been made ; Dritam, a source



