DULCY: A COMEDY
IN THREE ACTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649565856

Dulcy: A Comedy in Three Acts by George S. Kaufman & Marc Connelly

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE S. KAUFMAN & MARC CONNELLY

DULCY: A COMEDY
IN THREE ACTS

ﬁTrieste






Te
R :T’_T-' i

by



DULCY

A COMEDY IN THREE ACTS

BY
GEORGE 5. KAUFMAN
AND

MARC CONNELLY

(With a Bow to Franklin P. Adams)

INTRODUCTION
BY

BOOTH TARKINGTON

FRONTISPIECE BY
NEYSA McMEIN

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS

NEW YORK AND LONDON

CThe Wnicherbocker Press
1821



Capyriglt, 1021
by
Grpospr 5. Eantman
and
MMure Cnpnally

Wnde in Lhe Toited Stales of America




All dramalic righls to Duley are controlled
by Gearge C. Tyler, New Awsterdam Theatre
Building, New York City. Tt may pot he acted,
either by professional or awulenr companics,
without permission sad the payment of royalty,



Produced by George C. Tyler and H. H.
Frazee, at the Cort Theatre, Chicago, Feb. 2o,
1921, with the following cast:
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ScHUvLER Van Thok, .. . Cithert Douglas
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Lilliott Nugent
Vmecont LEACH, Secnarist. .. Heward Lindsay
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Produced at the Frazee Theatre, New York,
August 13, 1921, with the same cast.



A PROLOGUE

OnE day the finest critic in England, though
not the best, wrote of a contemporary comedy
just produced upon the stage: “There was a
new play last night, which succeeded pro-
digiously . . . you laugh very much, yet it is
a wretched eomedy. The Muse stoops indeed:
she is dragpled up to the knees, and has trudged,
[ believe, rom Southwark fair, The whole
view of the piece 1s low humor, and no humer is
in it. The heroine has no more merit than
Lady Bridgetl, and Lthe author’s wit is as much
mangué us the lady's, bul some of the characters
are well acted, . . . A Comedy—no, it is the
lowest of all farces. Itisnol thesubject I con-
demn, though very vulgar, but the execution.
The drift tends toward nomoral, no edification
of any kind. The situations, however, are well
imagined, and make one laugh in spite of the
grossneass of the dialogue, the forced witticisms
and total improbability of the whole plan and
conduct. But what disgusts me most is, that
though the characters are very low, and aim at
low humor, not one of them says a sentence
that is natural or marks any character at all. It
15 set up in opposition to sentimental comedy
and is as bad as the worst of them.”
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A PROLOGUE

Here is a familiar ring; no playwright who
goes often to New York will find the tintin-
nabulation altogether strange to his ear, and all
of our playwrights must go there to get for their
work an opinion that the rest of the country
will later mistake for its own. No, the Master
of Strawberry, coming to Arlington Street in
Town, and venturing to the theatre in spite of
his age, high taste and the gout, was but follow-
ing an everlasting lashion when he thus sat upon
“that silly Dr. Goldsmith™ and the Doctor's
new Comedy. I happened 1o be *She Stoops
to Conguer,” this “"lowest of all farces,” notl a
Comedy al all, according to Mr. Walpole, who
died only some twenty-four or {wenty-live years
after that First Night; nol hiving long enough,
of course, 1o aller his unfavorable opinion. Tor
if there be, indeead, any everlasting fashion, it is
the fashion of talong a slighting view of a con-
temporary —a fashion even more indestructible
than the other fashion complementary to it,
which 15 the fashion of taking a ponderously
reverential view of ancient performers no longer
rivals to the unconsciously jealous lLiving, If
“silly Dr. Goldsmith” had written *'She Stoops
to Conguer" seventy years sooner than he did
that low farce might have borne a pleasanter
flaver to Mr. Walpole, who in his old age asked
people to remember that he had ''known Pope
and lived with Gray.” He liked Gray better,
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