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SECONDARY STRESS IN ANGLO-SAXON.
(DETERMINED BY METRICAL CRITERIA)

“ Vor allem. ist neben dem Hauptton der Nebenton, oder der
zweite Hauptton, fir die Sprachgeschichte von Bedeotung., Auf

ihn sollte man noch mehr sein Augenmerk richten.”
Hirt, Indg. Akeent, p. 12.

I. PREFACE,

All aecounts of the range of secondary atress in Anglo-Saxon,!
hased upon resulis obtained through the iive-type system, show no
divergences from the statements of Bievers himself. A belief that
Biavers' treatment might with sdvantege be carried out more in
detail has socasioned the present study.

Sievers’ rules for the position of eecondary streas ae given in his
Metrik, § 78, are as follows :—

1. The root-syllable of the second member of a sompound which
ia still clearly felt as a compound has a heavy secondary stress.
Such a word is, as a rule, stressed with a secondary accent in the
alliterative verse.

2. The root-syllable of the second member of compound proper
names has & weak secondary stress. Thie stress may, or may not,
be used in the verse.

! The following are the chief worka which should be comsulted on the gem-
eral subject of secondary stress in Germanic:—Lachmann, Ueber altiochdentsche
Betmung und Verafunat [ Kieinere Sehriften I, 358408} ; Biovers, Zur docend wnd
Loutlehre der germanischen. Sprashen ( Beitr. iv, 523 4F; v, 83 ££); Paul, Zur Gesohichse
des germaniachen Voesltrnua (Beitr. wi, 124 f); Koek, Der I-Uminnt, ete, | Betr,
xiv, 62 ff), Zur wrgermandisahen Baonungalehee (Beltr, xiv, 75 M) ; Kluge, Grundriss
der germanischen Philologie® T, 302 ff; Hirt, fdogermonteche Abeent, §3 56, 40, and
passim.
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4 Secondary Sresa in Anglo-Sazon,

3. The final syllable of a compound which is no longer felt as a
eompound is unstressed.

4. All lobg middle syllables after a long root have a secondary
stresa in the older monuments, At a leter period this secondary
stresa may be neglected.

3. A short middle ayllable after a long root has often a second-
ary stress in verse, but may also be unsiressed, Such a gyllable
can, therefore, have bad only a weak stress.

6. Bome fnal syllables are capable of seoondary etress, but are
usually unaccented. E. g., d¥eling manig Beo. 1112,

My own work has been based upon a seansion, according to the
five-lype system, of the entire corpus of the poetry, Wherever
possible I have compared my scansions with those made by others.
The text nsed was that of the Grein-Wiilker Bibfiothek der angel-
sdohsischen Poerie, Kassel and Leipzip, 1883-98, modified by
emendations suggested for metrical rezsens in the various jonrnals
by Bievers, Cusijo, Holthavsen, and others.

Sigvers’ terminology has been made use of for the desigmation
of the different types.

For convenience of reference I give here the five types—includ-
ing subsidiary forme.

I A

Lx /4% atiBum wordum,
A 2y )2 wdAsftest wordum,
ABE Ly p o x gnBrine manig.
A £y f 2y Grendies giiboroft,
AT 2N 2N gilBrine goldwlune.
A" A xxx 2 x ond pone gebéts,
A® Xxx L) pat pone mandrine.
A Sy x [ 2% eildgeong on cryhbe.
A 2y %/ dx A dnried ond yrepweory,
A® Lxh /Ly ungemel lange.

II. Bx £/ x(x)<L Jin dgen bearn,
xijixqﬂ&ym&éﬁﬂg.
C* x £ [ & x of feorwegum,
Crx 2 f 25 ond eall ondweard.

III. C
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IV. D' £/ 2% x fiond mancynnes.
D £/ L4 % bearn Healfuenes,
D £} d . x eorBoyninges.

D L) 4%y flof innonweard.

D* Zx /23 x wrinled wibermfle,
D2 s f 23 x beorna blahgifa.
D 2% f 2%y flogan ferum anel

V. E'£x x/ L weorBmyndum pah,
F? £ x \ [ £ morBorbed otvid, £
E?} £ x [/ £ beaghroden ewdn,

N. B.—TIt will be seen later that my opinion in regard to the
funetion of the potential secondary accent between two arses, or
between an arsis and a panse at the verse end, i somewhat differ-
ent from that of Sievers,

Any of the types may be varied by the cecurrence of a resolved
gtress—i. €., two short ayliables may be substituted for one long.

Rare types of verse, different from the above, will be easly
nnderstood from the sombination of symbola,

A verse with soacrusiz will be denoted by a prefixed asterisk.

The abbreviations employed for the titles of the poetical monu-
ments are those of Grein in the Sprochschats,

The following works have been of service -—

Bartlett, Holen: The Metrical Division of the Parie Psalier. DBalti-
more, 1886,

Bradshaw, Margaret R.: The Versifioation of the Old English Poem
Phoeniz.  Amerioan Journal of Philology, XV, 454 .

Cremer, Matthiss ; Melrische und sprachfiche Unterswohung der
alienglischen Gedichle, Andreas, Gu¥lae, Phoeniz (Elene,
Juliene, Crisf), Bonn. 1838,

Frucht, Philipp : Metrisches und Sprachliches zi Cynewulfs Elene,
Juliana, und Crisf. Greifbwald. 1387,

Hersfeld, Georg : Die Rathael des Ereterbuohes und thr Verfasser,
Berlin, 1390,

Luick, Karl: Usber den Versbaw des angelpichsizohien (ediohtes
Judith, Beitr. X1, 470 1F,
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Luick, Karl : Zur Theorie der Entetehung der Schuwellverse. Beifr.
XTI, 388 .,

— Zur altenglischen wnd allsGeheischien Mefrik, Beitr. XV, 4411,

Rieger, Max : Die oll- und avigelsdehatsohe Verakunel, Halle, 1878,

Schipper, J.: Grundriss der englischen Melrik. Wien und Leip-
wig.  1895..

Sievers, Eduard : Zur Rythmik dea germanisefien Aliiterationsverses.
Beitr, X, 209-314, 461-545; XII, 4541

—— Algermanische Metrik. Halle. 1893,

—— Angelsdoheische Grammalik. Halle. 1888,

| II. GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

§1. Beat-verse, ag can be seen from the following example—

! ¥ / /
Of Man's first disobedience and the fruit—

utilizes that portion of & word possessing secondary sccent, whether
actnal or potential, in either of two ways: (a) in the arsis (dis-);
(b) in the thesia {-diense).

In alliterative verse, on acoount of its peenliar stracturs, seecond-
ury accent becomes often a necessary part of the verse-scheme—
i. e., the metriesl fotus in certain verse-types always falls npon a
gyllable which has a secondary, not a primary, accent. E. g.,

E' 2% x [/ £ vadeatne wian Beo. 1991~
D' g% f £ v x meohud mancynnes And, 446%,
DA gy [ £ ) ferder flettgesteaid Gen. 1611~

'An interesting theory haa recently been ad vanced by Professor James W. Bright
{*Proper Names in Old English Verse," Pubs. Mod. Long. Ass, XIV, 471} as
to the uge of pitch-aooent in versa. Thut portion of his*paper which directly
concerns us may be summarized as foliows: The exigencies of verse often demand
that the iciws fell upon s syllable which s not accented with a primary stress.
In other words, the verse-siruoture calld for an onososl socemiiation. Thin eall
is smswered by bringing inta reiative prominence one of the Inherent charaster-
istica of English strese, vie, pitch. “Therefore, the completa inference is that
the versa-sccant, the fetus, when in *confliet,’ is nttended by & pitch-secent™ (p.
866.).... "The conclueion that ictus in ‘confliet’ requires s pitch-accent, is
porhaps applicable to Old English verse. . . . It is possible, for example, that in
the ease of the secondary word-stresses of £ % / 4 x (Apand x £/ x (C) the
pitch-accent distinguiches the secondary word-accent sa ictos from the same
accent when it remaine in the thesia (p. 367.)
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‘While this practice is a peculiarity of the clder Germanic verse,
the two elective methods of handling in beat-verse a syllable capa-
hle of secondary accent are common property also of the alliterative
measure.  For example :—

(2) In the arsis,— .

A £x /2 x dryhigedréona Rat, 18, 3%
B xx£/x<inpd eastorsid Gad. 1075

If we nccept Professor Bright's theory, the ictus under such con-
ditions is marked by an increase of pitch.

(b) In the thesis,—

B xx 2/ x £ond s frumgir hisg Gen. 11831
Dt i ox f 2w x Gnrdd Srefic And. D835

§ 2. Nothiog has been szid of the nature of the accentuation in
one of these heavy theses, the use of which is #ssumed in both the
older and younger systems of versifieation. Bome judpment on the
subject may be reached by ap examination of the employment of
words of the same formation in the theses of the different types of
Anglo-Baxon verse.

Suffises and the root-gyllable of the second member of dissyl-
labie compounds may ocour in the thesia of types A%, B, C°, and
ID*—the number of examples decreasing in the order named. Both
theses of type A eoncern vs; while in I we need repardd only the
first thesis, and in B and C only the second,

The following list of examples, which might be multiplied, will
perhaps be serviecable in illustrating the above remarkes : '—

B xx £/ x 2 ond 82 frumger his Gen, 1183",

D 2x f2Y x aneded Sreffa And. 983~

A® L% f g% » deaBowealm Denigea Beo, 16704,

AP L x f £ x wid on whgréam Ex. 3115

A® o x x % [ £x fwonne hdo slo gESewin Bl 2547,
C" % gx / £ x in godes péowdom El, 201°,

B xoxx £/ xxdpiah pe hto Enlicu ef Beo. 1941°,

10f. on the last six examples §3 15, 16,



