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LOWELL BEQIUTHRAT.

His { Maithew Arnold’s) aganys have been smong the most
brillinnt things going ;—they might bo rited asamong the best
expmples we have of reol esegy-writing mmid the meres of
twaddle which céstims the nome—The London Reader.

The paper of this month [Adgust, 1883} 10 & nobios of
Heinrich Heine by Mr, Arnold, coo of those exquisite morsels
of eriticism, sxprodsed in the clearest of words, which coly
be oan write.—London Athonmwnm,



Bemrich  Heine.

€Y KNOW not if I deserve that a laurel-

wreath shoold one day be laid on my
coffin. Poetry, dearly as I have loved it, has
always been to me bat a divine plaything, I
have never attached any great value to poet-
ical fame; and I trouble myself very little
whether people praise my verses or blame
them. But lay on my coffin a sword : for 1
was a brave eoldier in the war of liberation
* of humanity.”

Heine had his foll share of love of fame,
and cared guite as much as his brethren of
the genus irritabile whether people praised
his verses or blamed them. And he wasa
very little of a hero. Posterity will certainly
decorate his tomb with the emblem of the
laurel rather than with the emblem of the
aword, Still, for his contemporaries, for us,
for the Europe of the present century, he is
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significant chiefly for the reason which he

himself in the words just quoted assigns. He
is significant because he was, if not pre-
! eminently a brave, yet a brilliant, a most
- effective soldier in the war of liberation of
- humanity.

To ascertain the master current in the
literatura of an epoch, and to distingnish this
from all minor curzents, ia the critic’s highest

; funetion ; in discharging it he shows how far
he possesses the most indispensable quality of
his office—justness of spirit. The living
writer who has done most to make England
acquainted with German authors, a man of
geniug, but to whom precisely this one quality
of justness of epirit is perhaps wanting,—I
mean Mr. Carlyle —seems to me in the result
of his labours on German literature to afford
a proof how very necessary to the critic this
quality is, Mr, Carlyle has spoken admirably
of Goethe ; but then Goethe stands before all
men's eyes, the manifest centre of German
literaturs ; and from this central source many
rivers flow, Which of these rivers is the
main stream ? which of the ecourses of spirit
which we see active in Goethe is the course
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which will most influence the future, and at-
tract and be continued by the most powerful
of Goethe'a successors P—that is the queation.
Mr. Carlyle attaches , it seems fo me, far too
much importance to the romantic school of
Germany—Tieck, Novalis, Jean Paul Richter,
—and gives to these writers, really gifted as
two, at any rate, of them are, an undne promi-
nence. These writers, and others with aims
and a general tendency the same as theirs,
wre not the real inheritore and continuators
of Goethe's power; the current of their

_activity is not the main current of Grerman

literature after Gosthe. Far more in Heine's
works flows this main cnrrent; Haine, far
more than Tieck or Jean Paul Richter, is the
continuator of that which, in Goethe's varied
activity, is the most powerful and vital; on
Heine, of all German authors who survived, -
Goatlie, incomparably the largest portion of
Goethe's mantle foll. I do not forget that
when Mr. Carlyle was dealing with German
literature, Heine, though he was clearly risen
above the horizon, had not shown forth with
all his strength; I do not forget, too, that
after ten or twenty years many things may



