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SKETCHES OF LIBERIA.

A S s Y

INFROD

A decided eonviction of the iecessity of
w work in which the esrnest inquirer may
find the principal topics of Informadon,
which he may desire, respecting the He-
public of Liberin, is the motive which has
induced the suthor of thede skeichea to
consent to thelr publicesion, His leng
resfdence in Liberin, and the great care
with which he endeavored to ke obaer-
wations, and to mequire informatlon from
the most authentic sources; embolden him
to believe that these sketches, presented as
they are with the utmost ingmennousneds,
are worthy the candid considerntion of all
who Hesirea kmowledgze of the truth, respect-
ing the condition and prospecta of the little
Adfrican Repablic. Though they may posal-
bly contain aome elight inaccuracies, yet the
nuthor believes that w mote wrathiul, coma
preheaive, and impartial account of mat-
ters and things sa they ceally exiet in Li-
berin, has not betn given to the public.
And with no other motive in view thana
desire to impart needfil and correct infbr-
mation, he leaves thia Lifle work o the
candid perusal of the unbinssed render ; in
the hope that mome geod mey result from
this part of his labora in the couse of hu-
mRDity,

It wos his deslgn st firat to prefice thess
sketehes with an outline of the history of
Liberin, but fearing that this would too
greatly swell the miza of thia pamphlet,
he has eoncluded to omit all historical da-

UCTION.

[ inils, and to present o stmple and copcise
account of Libern as 4 ir. It mey not be
amaisa, however, to atate briefly, for the
information of those perecns whose stten-
tion has not been particularly directed to
the riss and progress of the young Repub:
liey that the frat company of emigradls
et fram thie countey under the auepices
of the American Colonization Bociety, em-
barked nt New York, in Fehmeary, 1820,
They did not, however, sacesed in estab-
lishing & permanent. eaylom for themselves
and for their followers gnd descendants,
unitil the early part of the year 182); at
i| which tigde the American flag was fimt
Tupdsted on Capa Mesurado, the aite of the
present handaome and flourishing town of
Montovia. From that time, the litde co-
lony continued to progress, with warious
irinle and dinconragements, under the go-
vernment of the indeftigable Ashmun, and
other white pecsons sent out from time tor
time by the Celonization Socety, untl
the enrly part of 1839, when, under the
i governrient of Thomaa Buchanan, Esq.,
the “ Commonwealth ** wag established ;
merking o new epoch in the progress ag well
an in the history of Liberin. Gov. Bu-
chanan having died while in the discharge
of the arduous and responeible duties of hia
statinn, the management of the povarnment
devolved on Gen. Joseph J. Roberts, the
; Liewtenant Governor, who wes appointed
Govermor of (he Commoenwealth by the
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Colonization SBoclety, soon afler the melan-
choly tidings of the death of Govemor
Buchanon reached the United Sintes; and
who continued to @l the office; under the
suspicen of the Society, until the estoklish-
ment of the Republio, and the consequent
new organization of the Government.

In the month of July, 1847, & convention
of delegnies, elected Ly the people. met al
Monrovia, and formed the Conetitution of
the Rervoric or Lengxua, which, wilh a
declaralion of independence, waa given o
the people, and published to the world.
And in the month of Oetober of that yenr,
Gov. Roberts was electod (he firet President
of the Republic. Buring the muocerding
year, the independence of the Republic of

Liberia wan formally recognized and go- |

tent af torrltovy.

twenty-six years from the time of the found -
ing of . little colony on the western coast
of Africa, composed of about one hundred
‘ free persomms of color from the Undtad Braten,
| an independent Repoblic composed entire-
Iy of colored persons, hoa BPTUNE Up s it
were on that distant coast, recognized by
two of the moat powerful nations in the
world, and standing “self-poised and erect,””
o monument of American bepevolence,
under the dirsction asd fonterity care of
Divine Providence,

To ol who may wish o perase & very
interesting, correct, and sirikingly benutiful
history of Liberis, the auther cordiafly re-
commends o little book which hes ety
appenred, the +¢ New Republis,’ wrritten by
en American ledy, and published by the

koowledged by the Governments of Great, | Massrchusata Sabbath Behool Bociety.
Britain and France. And thua, in about |
B e
BEETCH—No. L

Groanarry.~Thut portion of theweatern |
eoast of Africn which haa received the ap.
peliation of Liberia, embraces n tract of
country included between the perallels of
49 M and 79 north latitude, extanding
sbout 400 miles along the cons. Al the
territory which lien hetween theas twrg points |
bas been purchased from the originel pro-
pristoraand rightful owners of the gofl, ex-
e&pt two or three armall tracts, comprising in
all mboat twenty-fire miles of sen-toRet.
Negotiations will besmtered into, an enrly ag
practicable, for the fair and bonorahle i
chase of these remnining tracts ; nod aleo fr -
that important section of country lying be-
tween thenorthern boundary of Libers and
the Colony of Sierrs Laone. Itia hoped and
expecied that these pnrhases will soon be
effected; and that the whals fine of the sea-
conat betwoen the Britigh Colotry nnd the

' south-enstem boundary of *Marpland
in Liberia," {about 500 miles,) will soon
be under the jurisdiction and government of
the Hepublic and the Maryland Celony.

| The firat tmet was purchased in the early

|| part of 1822, embiracing n small extent of

territory in the vicinity of Cope Mesurado.

|| Other portions have, at different times,

been purchased—the grenter part within the
lust fewr yenrs. The interior boundaries of
thee purchased tracts are generally not defi-
nitely prescribed. They uwsoally extend
from ehout ten to thirty miles from the
eoaat.

In o instance, have the mlives, from
whom the land wes purchased, been re-
quired to remove their regidences, or o
-abandon thefr vaes] costoma, except that
of tmding in’ alaves, and the practice of
=och mmperstitious riles or ceremonies as

NoTr—Binee the alove wis
Mh.e'd

cloding
Alrien.

L]
extepl TWo emall e gr?nh

ve ml
ullings, which, oatil yery lately,

s informntion has heen roceived from Libern of the

Elod gacht, of all the teritary abova referred o, fa.

Wal gna of fbe most noted elave-marts on the cowst of
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Appearnnee of the Coaniry—=""niar—&oll and Kivers, =
tend fo deprive any of their fellow beinga |; by, and prodoctivenass, That of the uplands,
of life. And, in all the written coniracts (i thoagh generally much inferior to that of

which have been pneered into betwasn the
Agenta of the Calonization Society and the
Rukive chiefs, ive latter have invaziably ob-
lignted themaeives, in behsll of the people

" aver whom they preside, to conform e the g
kaws and raguletiona of the Liberia gavern-
ment.

As’in mast other countries, simitariy
wituatad, the [and in the immediate vicinity
of the ocean in Liberis, is meneratly low;
and, in some places, it ia very mersghy,
Thers are some elevated spots, however |
each a8 those on which the villages of Mon-
rovie and Harper wre lovated. The land
generally becomes more elevuied wwards |
the interior; and, in some places, within
fifty milen of the ponst, it ia quite moentain-

the low lands, s better adapted for some
articles. The wptand soil vsually consists
of o reidish clay, more or leas mixed with
woft roclis and atones, containing cpuaiﬂlm--
uble guantitiea of iron. E’ﬂml?ihe Tovar=
lands, in the immediate vieinity of the
ocean, coneiats principully of eand; and it
e really astonishing to perceive how weil
many vegetables will grow in thia kind of

ceolly even within Slty yurds of the oeean,

in some places.  Besides this aandy soil,
there ore two sther varieties of lowland
9ol s one of which #® thal on the banka of
the tivers, within & few miles of the sea:’
this consdsta of a lovad, deep, Waclk mould;
which is peewliardy andapted o the growih
of those kinds of vegetables which thrive

ous.

Far aa the eye can reach from the highest
points of land in the wicinity of the ocean,
the whale country presents the appesranee
of a deep, unbroken foreet, with hilltop
tising above hilltep towards the vast inw-
wior; the country eonalating, not as is sup- ;
posed by aome perecns, of arid plaing and
buming sands, but of hille and valleys,

tiful sireams may be seen winding their
woy wmidat blooming fowers and wild
shrubbery; and many cooling springe of |
clear, aparkling water invite the wenry |
traveler to linger and guench his thirst. Tn |
all the seitlements in Libermn, good water
can he procured withgut much diffeuliy;
and though in the dey sedason, a3 in this
country nfter a long dry apell in summer,
aome of the mprings faily for o time; yel, ae
good water cin alrays be obtimed by dig-
ing wells, nnd sa many of the apringe never
fail, there need not be any fear abott getting
plenty of good water ot any Ume in the
¥ear,

8oil, The soil of Leberia, like that of
other countries, varies in apyrarhnc, quali-

covered with the vetdure of perpetoal sprang. ,J
"The country e well watersd:—many beau- ||

best during the dry season. The other

Ivariely ia that which is genernlly found ex-

tending back from the banks of the rivers,
frther from the sea than the last naned:
this consion of a light-colgeed. ehay, move

i| or less tempered with sand; and it is well

melapler] L almost every kind of vegetable
which will thrive in tropical clitnates.
Rivers. There wre no very large vivers in
Liberia; and, although some of them are
from ene-fourth to three-fourths of a mile
wide, for fifty miles or more from their en-
irance inte the coman ; yet, none of them
are navigable b a grealer distance than
twenty miles, the navigation being obatroct-
el by repids. The Bt Paul's, the S,

i John*s; and the Junk are the largest; and,

indeed, they are the only rivers of any
conaiderable length or width. The other
principal zivers are the Caps Mount, the
Mechlin, the New Cem, the Grand Cess,
the Banguin, the Slhow, and the Grapd
Sesters.  Soms of these pressnt a bold ap-
penrance at their mouthe; but they are all
comparatively short; and rone of them are
navigeble for hoata, or even for cances,
mire than twenty milee.



