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ANNOUNCEMENT.

o LI Author comes before the public, this time,
humbly bearing what may be described to many
' readers in America as the discoveries or revela-
tions of a New Horid s

So litle known, even among his own countrymen, is

Transmontane Virginia; not now referring to its unde-
veloped industrial resources, but to its unappreciated
wealth of natural scenery, its unknown rivers and its
unexplored mountains ; the beautics and wonders which
designate this region as the richest field, the most abun-
dant area of adventurc and discovery, yet remaining for
the American Tourist; and, added to these gifts, the
curigus and magnificent dowry that Nature has bestowed
in the distribution here of Mineral Springs unequaled in
the world.

It is believed that the many interests contained in this
work will embrace many classes of readers. In brief, it
is designed to be a Traveller's or Tourist’s Guide, a
Medical Guide, a Sketch Book and an Artist’s Portfolio
of the Great Mountain Belt of Virginia; a region in which
is displayed a Scenery that, positively, when known, will
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4 ANNOUNCEMENT.

admit no rivals on this continent, and in which is provided
the additional and illimitable attraction of the great Saa-
farinm of America,

The author has told the unaffected story of a real tour,
but he has attempted something more than a slight or a
temporary work. He has designed, not without some
pride in the undertaking, a great patriotic contribution to
the State of Virginia, developing a source of prosperity
as fruitful and real as that of her fields and mines: and
he has aimed to lay a worthy literary offering on those
high altars of worship which be has found in some of the
grandest scenes of Nature.

Among the few persons he has to thank for any favors
the author would testify here his gratitude to his artist
I'rieﬁd, Warren C. White, Esq., whose assistance in sketch-
ing some of the scenes of the work not only deserves
acknowledgment, but whose affectionate companionship
on the journey is remembered in another sense and with
a tenderer gratitude.

The author has but little else to be thankiul for in the
way of encouragement of his work. However, he is ac-
customed to submit his writings on their merit alone; and
he is proud to say that, however the envy of crificism may
have interposed and expostulated, the favors of the reading
public have never yet failed to give him signal rewards.

Epwarn A. PoLrarn.

Houe 18 VIRGINIA.



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY.
PAGE

Neglect of the Natural Scenery of Virginia—A Glance over its
Beauties and Wonders—THE NATURAL STRUCTURE OF
Vincisra—Design of sur Work— Old " Vieginia—Natural
Divisions of the State—Piedmont Vitginia—The Valley of
Virginia—Hushandmen of the Valley—South-west Virginia
—Dicture Galleries constituted by the Mountains—Three
Notable Pietures—Vieginia as a Recent Dircepery—THE
SprivGs REcoN oF VIRGINIA—THE SAnITARIUM OF
Amurica—The Boundaries of this Region—Its Relation

© to the Mississippi Valley—Hotel Accommodations at the
Springs—Their Defecis—Investments in Springs' Property—
Guine 7o THE Viecinia TovrisT—The Angle which
measures the Springs Region—Haow il may be Traversed—
Stage Routes over the Mountalns—TABLE oF ROUTES 10
AND AWWIT THE SPRINGE BEcion—A Ta]mgmphll:ﬂl Coaeph
&' (Fif of @ Tour in Virginid.. coiss s an RPN i |

CHAPTER IL
LYNCHBURG AND ITS SURROUNDINGS.

Lynchburg recrmmended s a Starting-point of o Touwr in Vir-
ginia—Superior Attractions of South-west Virginia for the
Tourist—Obscarities of this Past of the State—Deseription
of  the Hill City ""—Mountain Scencry around Lynchbarg—
A Royal Peculiarity of the Blue Ridge—Ancient Memories
of Lynchburg—The James River and Konawha Canal—

1 &



6 CONTENTS.

George Washington's Vision—THE GREAT WaTer Ling
OF VIRGINIA—A Vision of Romance as well as of Empire—
The Boast of New River—An Heraldic Ensign for * New ™

ViR B s s b et bR il et

CHAPTER I1IL
FROM LYNCHEURG TO THE WATURAL BRIDGE,

Recent Neglect of the Natural Bridge by Sight-Seers—Directions
of Route to il-—On the Banks of the Tames-—Balcony Falls
—WViews from the Stage Road—Scenery on North River—
THE Natunal Bripce—First Sight of it—Cusious Propor-
tions of Art in its Structave—The Angle of Ascent—View
from the Creek below—A Strange Imogination—Gates of
Hell—The Natural Bridge compared with Niagara Falls—
Twao Mlustrations of the Suklime in our American Schools
of Aathelics—CLIMIUNG THE NaTURAL Bripce—Test-
mony of a0 Eye-wlies v vesvnmes conscones snrersses serssssns

CHAPTER 1V,
THE FEAKS OF OTTER.

Juourney to the Penks—Experiences by the Wayside—TPanoramic
Views—Fictire of o Fewdal Proprictorship—Grape-growing
in the Mountains—Toilsome Ascent—On the Pealee—Siand-
ing upin the great Hollowness of the Sky—Pecutiar Sublin-
ity of the Peaks of (Mter—A Religious Reflection on the
Seene=—Bird of the Moontain—The Sublime Effect of a
Striking Contrast—The Little Farth and the Great Heav-

L R R S T

CHAFTER W,
ALLEGIIARY SPRINGS AND SURROUNDINGS.

Route to the Alleghany Springs—Al the Heart of the Mountaing
of Virginia—Access to the Springs North and South—The
Water sud geseris, and the most elaborate in the World—
Analysis of the Water—Medical Guide to its Uses—Wonder-



CONTENTS, Fi

FAGE
ful Effects of the Water—The Scenery around the Springs
the most Remarksble in Virginia—FPuscaeon Rud Favls—
Romance of its Discovery—Climbing the Mountain—A
Rough Jowney—Sublimity of the Falls—Descent Two
Thousand Feet—S5cenes on Puncheon Bun—Y Purgatory''—
The Deserters’ Fortress—FisHER’s View—Looking from
the Mountain's Top—Characteristics of Mountain Views—

Sublime Eifect of 2 View of and beyond (he Alleghany ..., 70

CHAFTER VI.
A WEEK IN SOUTH WEST VIRGINIA.

Golng te the Natural Tunnel—A SEAT oF EMPIRE—Eristo] and
ite Surroundings—A RioE THRovcH Two Stares—The
White Ships of the Mountains—Estillville—A Glance at
the Mineral Wealth of the Country—** Boone’s Trace "-——
Indian Relics and Traditions—TIiIE NATURAL TusMEL—
First View of the Tunnel—Its Dimenslons—Frightiul Pass-
age theough it—Sublime View from the Lower Entrance—
Speculations as to the Cause of this great Natural Wonder—

_The Tonnel seen by Sunrise=—S0blime and Picturssque Ef-
fects—Association of an Tndian Story—The Tragedy of
Masoa—The Adverture of Dodson—~A Battle with an Eagle
—Tue CAVE oF THE Usgsown—Almost Lost—»A Cavern-
ous Country—Broosine Rocks—A  Poetical Country-
man—THE Molston Spriscs—Analysis of the «Hot
Spring "—Attractions of the Flace. v v e vnvmaann 91

CHAPTER VIL

THE MONTGOMERY WHITE SULPHUK SPRINGS, AND THE ¥ELLOW
SULFHUR SPRINGS,

Locality of the Montpomery White Sulphur Springs—Beauties
and Attractions of the Place—Medical Descrlption of the
Water— Reputation of the Springs for Social Gayeties—A>A
Criticism on Sonthern Society—A Gaba DAY AT THE
MoNrcoMeERY WHITE SULPHUR—Description of a “Grand"
Toumament— CGander-pulling "—A Knightly Defence of



