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vi INTRODUCTION.

in the same handwriting as the MS, from which the
ensuing impression has been taken.

The drama iz divided inte two purts or plays, and in
this respect it accords with the deacription given by Bale,
in the work above cited, of his De Joarnne Anglorum rege.
It has only recently been recovered from among some old
papers, probably once belonging to the Corporation of
Ipswich, and its existence was not known when I pub-
lished * The History of English Dramatic Poetry,” &e. in
1831. From private bands it was transferred to the
matchlesg dramatie collection of the Duke of Devonshire,
Bale was a native of Suffolk; but in what way his
“ Kynge Johan ™ came into the possession of the muni-
cipal body of lpswich it would be vain to inquire: pos-
gibly it was written for if; and we may reasonsbly con-
jecture that it was performed by the guilds or trades of
the town, in the same manner s the guilds or trades of
Chester, Coventry, York, and other places, at an earlier
a3 well aa at a later perind, were in the habit of lending
their assistance in the representation of Scriptural Dramas.

Bale especially points out, on p. 86, the charitable
foundations which King John bad established in some of
the large towns of Buffolk ;

“ Great monymentes are in ¥ppeswych, Donwych, and Berye,
Which noteth hym fo be a man of notable mereye.”

The date when “ Kynge Johan™ was originally written






