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= Lowa thon thy and, with kers far-bronght
From out the piciared past.”
Ternpaon.

“ X peogles whish takes na pride in the noble schisvements of remote
anceators, will nevar aehleve anything worthy to bo remembersd with
prite by remote descendsnts. It is o sentiment which belowgs ta the
bigher and porer part of homan catore, and which sdds net & Hitle s
the strapgth of States.”—Mocaulay's Higory of Baglend,

LONDOK :
"HAMILTON, ADAMB & CO., 33, PATERNOSTER ROW.
1868.
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TO THE
RIGHT HON. W. E. GLADSTONE, M.P,, D.CL., &c.,
BTATESMAN, ORATOR, AND POET,
¥ Denicate
THIS ATTEMFT TO MAKE THE GLORIES OF OUR HISTOEY
* HOUSEHOLD WoRDS

ON THE LIF8 OF THE PEOFLE.
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SHALL WE HAVE A NATIONAL BALLAD HISTORY FOR
THE PEOILE?

———
AN AFFEAL TO THRE POETE OF BENGLAND AND AMERIOA,

Ewonism History is almost wnkmown fo the English people. It lives
neithor in the memariss nor on the tongues of the great race whosa deeds it
records, Yot in grandeur, in the variely and influence of the principles
which its actors have fought into facte—in the multitude and power of the
minds thet have played out its wondrous drames—what history, ancient or
modern, ean compars with i€ f Pross has told portions of its grand tals
more and more fitly,. What Home and Robertson did for our forefathers,
Cerlyls and Macnalay bhave done, Frouds and Motley are doing, for us
with that clearer perception of what eoustitates the reality of History, and
that freer play of the imsgination, which give to their narratives the truth
to life and the pictorial power of the poem and the play.

But thess are for the cultivated few. Tho millions of the English raee
are ignorant alike of histordsns and of history. Life with them is too
leisuraless and too overworked for studious reading. In mind they are not
far removed from thoss to whom the gleemen and the minstrels of oor
Bazon and Norman days chanted the ballad and the ley.

It is due to the literature of fistion, not to that of fact, that any living
knowledge of their forefathers roaches nine-tentha of the Englishmen of to-
day. **'Where did you get your knowledge of history F'* was aeked of cne
of our by-gone Statesmen. * From Shekespearo,” was his reply. Let the
same gquestion be pot to all but the exceptional resders of our middls ang
working clames.  What must be their anewer? * From Shakespears and



I INTRODUCTION.

Beott, Bulwer and Kingsley—ths novelists and the poets” But what
memory can hope to retain the actasl words of the dramatic chroniele and
the novel? The pictures of * Eenilworth ™ and of 014 Mortality " are
fading recollections, while the very lines of the “ The Armada,” * The
Boonets of Bonny Dundee,” end * The Charge of the Light Brigada,”
are om the tongues of their readers.

Our history must reach the people now as it reached them of old. They
are t0 be moved by the same means which have moved them through all
apes—aa the universe]l mind of the Gresk reees was kindled and ennobled
iy the thunder-minrch of the Ballad-epics of Homer ; as the imegination of
the Teuntonie nations wes swept along by the gloomy torrent of the
Nibelungenlind ; s the Spaniard wes fired and nationalined by the battle-
music of the (id. And how much our nationa! life peeds the delight and
the forgetfulness of self which the Ballad and Bong osn give!

Civilisation has diversified and intensified, but for the mazy, it hos
hardly snnchied Hfe. Men should be raised in mind and soul, as weil as in
comfort and power, by the application to thelr uses of the discoveries of
scienea, by their more ready aceess to intellectusl enlightenment, and by
their nearer approaches io social comsideration and political equelity with
all. Doubtless, slowly but sarely, the mees is deawn up into a higher lifs
by potent infiuences, acting more and more stronply from generation to
genoration. But our life is through all classes too much o materisl one.
The apirit of work for the broad that perisheth engrosses ua overmuch :

Getting and rpendicg, wa lay waste onr powers;
the means of Hving become to us the ends of our struggles and our hopes ;
the gold fever posseeses cur traders, and necessity abeorbe fn endless toil the
existence of our lobouring classes. We do pot * work our souls aa nobly as
our iron ;" nor with all the wondrousnesa of our *steam horses ™ oan we
undoubtingly affirm that ** we are greater than the first men who led black
¢mes by the mane.”

But i the Bartan and the Bows we have a messoreless power of
weaving through the existencs of the many, nobility In the knowlsdge
of the schisvemests of our noblest; strengih and eadurance, purity and




