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CHATTER 1.

Arrival at the Cape—Cape Town—Hotels—Mode of
Travelling— Wynberg— Temperature.

Ox the morning of the 1st of Jamiary, 1820, we
arrived at this new Land of Promise; a date too
memorable to be easily forgotten, as being the first
day of a new yenr dawning upon me in & Dew
quarter of the globe. Afier a lomg and protracted
voyage,  where the eye has been secustomed to
range at large over the blue expanse of waters,
without one object te diversify and break the same-
ness of the-view, the first appesrance of land is
really dazzhng. [Its outline, shape, and coloyr, are
more vivid and distinct, more intensely present to
us than at any other moment of our lives; and we
gaze at it with an ardour, that those only can con-
ceive, who have experienced this long and unnatural
separation. The sea, after all, 1 not our element ; we
‘are intruders upon the secrets of the mighty deep,
and we fecl that our arrival at the shores of mother
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g Cape of Good Hope.

earth, though in a foreign and unknown clime, is,
as it were, a return to home. At day-break the
land of the Cape of Good Hope was a speck upon
the horizon, that, slowly rising from its bed of
waters, graduvally uofolded its dusky form, and
stood at Jength displayed in wild and naked majesty.
The Table Mousatsin, with its fleecy canopy of
clouds, is the most remarkable feature in the seene;
but % would be vain to attempt a pil:tu;re of the
whole of this lofty promontory, which stretches its
rogged arms into the ses, and, frowning like a
mighty giant vpon the gons of other climates that
pour in upen his Cyclopean dominions, seems an
appropriate introduction te the wilds of Southern
- Africa, Somo traveller has declared, that the hills
of the Cape, from their marks of vast antiquity,
must have been a prior creation to the rest of the
earth®; and you are not inclined to quarrel with
this hypathesis upon first beholding their shrubless
sides and worn sumeits, which scem crumbling and
dropping away beneath the hand of time. They
might setve for

« The throne of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread
Wide oo the wasteful deep.” . !

# Shells and other marine substances have hecn
lately discovered on these mountains, giving evidence
that the Flood bes been there.



Cape Town. 3

~ Cape Town is too wuch frequented, and too
generally known, to need apy description. As the
major part of its visitors, however, are persons on
their way to and from India, remaming ooly & few
daya for rest and refreshment, it is probeble that
its defects bave been overlooked, and its beauties
exaggerated. [ts external appearance is prepos-
sesaing, and it umquestionably may rank as 3 nest
and pretty town.  An Englishman is reminded that
be is not in his own country, by the white-washed
houses, the want of pavement and flags in the
streets, and a few ather peculianities. The alzence
of shops, too, which bring the process and hustle
of trade mote immediately under the eye, imparts
an air of stillness, of which the cause 1s not at first
perceptible. Al busdiness is transacted in ware-
houses, or stores, aa they are termed ; but a stranger
might imagine that nooe is going forwsrd. The
houses are constructed chiefly with a view to cool-
ness, and to this, comfort and convenience, are not -
unfrequently sacrificed. The exclusion of Light
gives to the intenior of a Dutch house a sombre ap-
pearance ; and a spacious apartment, containing two
or more beds, is nof altogether so snug, aa a room
of smaller dimensions containing but one.

Thig is the first summer month, The sun is
powerfully hot ; the thermometer, in a large flagged
hall,stands generaliy at abgut 80° Fahreoheit during
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