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CHAPTER VIII
THE END

For the Americans the year 1781 opened gloom-
ily. The condition of the army was desperate—
no food, no pay, no clothing. Even the influence
of Washington was not sufficient to quiet the grow-
ing discontent of the soldiery. On the first day of
January the whole Pennsylvania line, numbering
nearly two thousand, mutinied, left their camp at
Morristown, and marched toward Philadelphia.
General Wayne, after trying in vain to prevent the
insurrection, went with his men, still hoping to
control them. At Princeton they were met by two
emissaries from Sir Henry Clinton, and were
tempted with offers of money, clothing, and re-
lease from military service if they would desert
the American standard. The mutinous patriots
made answer by seizing the British agents and de-
livering them to General Wayne to be hanged as
spies. For this deed the commissioners of Con-
gress, who now arrived, offered the insurgents a
large reward, but the reward was indignantly re-
fused. Washington, knowing how shamefully the
army had been neglected by Congress, was not un-
willing that the mutiny should take its own course.
449
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The congressional agents were therefore left to
adjust the difficulty with the rebellious troops, But
the breach was easily healed; a few liberal con-
cessions on the part of the government sufficed to
quict the mutiny.

About the middle of the same month the New
Jersey brigade, stationed at Pompton, revolted.
This movement Washington quelled by force.
General Robert Howe marched to the camp with
five hundred regulars and compelled twelve of the
principal mutineers to execute the two leaders of
the revolt. From that day order was completely
restored. These insurrections had a good rather
than a bad effect; Congress was theroughly
alarmed, and immediate provisions were made for
the better support of the army. An agent was
sent to I'rance to obtain a further loan of money;
Robert Morris was appointed secretary of finance;
and the Bank of North America was organized.

In the North military movements were begun
by Arnold. On arriving at New York the traitor
had received the promised commission, and was
now a brigadier-general in the British army. In
the preceding November, Washington and Major
Henry Lee formed a plan to capture him.
Sergeant John Champe undertook the daring en-
terprise, deserted to the enemy, entered New York,
joined Arnold’s company, and with two assistants
concerted measures to abduct him from the city
and convey him to the American camp. But Ar-
nold suddenly moved his quarters, and the plan
was defeated. A month afterward he was given
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command of a fleet and a land force of sixteen
hundred men, and on the 16th of December left
New York to make a descent on the coasts of
Virginia.

Early in January the traitor entered James
River and began war on his countrymen. THis pro-
ceedings were marked with much ferocity, but not
with the daring which characterized his former ex-
ploits. Again Washington planned his capture.
The French feet, anchored at Newport, was or-
dered to sail for Virginia to co-operate with La
Fayette, who was sent in the direction of Ports-
mouth with a detachment of twelve hundred men.
But Admiral Arbuthnot, being apprised of the
movement, sailed from New York and drove the
French squadron back to Rhode Island. La Fa-
yette, deprived of the expected aid, was forced to
abandon the undertaking, and Arnold again
escaped.

About the middle of April, General Phillips ar-
rived at Portsmouth with a force of two thousand
British regulars. Joining his troops with those
of Arnold, he assumed command of the whole, and
again the fertile districts of Lower Virginia were
ravaged with fire and sword, Early in May, Phil-
lips died, and for seven days Arnold held the su-
preme command of the British forces in Virginia.
That was the height of his treasonable glory. On
the 2oth of the month Lord Cornwallis arrived at
Petersburg and ordered him to begone. Return-
ing to New York, he received from Clinton a sec-
ond detachment, entered the Sound, landed at New
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London, in his native State, and captured the town.
Fort Griswold, which was defended by Colonel
Ledyard with a hundred and fifty militiamen, was
carried by storm. When Ledyard surrendered, the
British efficer who received his sword stabbed him
to death; it was the signal for a massacre of the
carrison, seventy-three of whom were murdered in
cold blood; of the remainder, thirty were wounded
and the rest made prisoners. With this bloody
and ignominious deed the pame of Arnocld disap-
pears from American history.

Meanwhile, some of the most stirring events
of the war had occurred at
the South. At the close of
the preceding year General
Greene had taken command
of the American army—
which was only the shadow
of an army—at Charlotte,
North  Carolina.  Corn-
wallis had fallen back in
the direction of Camden.
Greene with great energy
reorganized his forces and
General Nathanael Greene divided them inte an eastern

and a western division; the
command of the latter was given to General Morgan.
In the first days of January this gallant officer was
sent into the Spartanburg district of South Caro-
lina to repress the Tories and encourage the patriot
militia. His success was such as to exasperate
Cornwallis, who immediately dispatched Colonel
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