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PREFACE

Teeg etudy of English has become the basiz of our edues-
tional systemm. From the Kindergarten, through the TUni-
vergity, the stndy of our language and literature is the main
element of unity and continuity that binds together the varied
~ diseipline of our schools. This has been brought about by
changes so rapid that few have fully realized their importance ;
but every teacher of Euglish has felt both the burden and the
opportnnity which its prefminence imposes.

The teaching of English must give training in the knowledge
and use of the language, and of all parts of education surely
none can be more fundamental, or practical, or effective in
exeroising the power to think. Tt must also open the door not
only to English literature, but to the great world of books, to
the acenmulated culture of the race. "While it trains the pupil
in efficient nse of the mother tongue, it must widen his horizon
and render him suseeptible to those refinements of feeling and
enlargements of sympathy essential to true culture.

Nowhere is this double service more important than in the
elementary schools. To the union and promotion of both serv-
ices, Everynay Ewarism is dedicated.

Book OXE is built up on a few general principles:

1. Langunage is primarily oral.

2, Constant practice and review are necessary for skill in
language, as in any art.
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vi Preface

3. Attention to the forme and principles of language may
make for efficiency in its use. .

4. The study of English should lead to an interest in good
reading in prose and poetry,

5. This interest should be stimulated in many directions
and made the basis of the child’s practice in expression.

8. Training in art and good taste should begin with sim-
plicity and attractiveness in the textbook.

We all know that the spoken words are the living lan-
guage, of which the written i3 only a symbel. The apoken
word precedes the written in the history of the race and in the
development of the child, and, in the child's life, ccoupies &
much larger place than in that of the educated adnli.

A full third of the lesgons in this book are oral, and much
of the work in the other lessuns involves oral expression.
Graminar i3 connected with aetual speech; special eare is given
to drill in clear enuneiation in speaking; and oral expression
is integrated with the child’s natural interest in games, dia-
logs, and dramas. Oral expression reeeives first attention not
merely for its own value, but because written expression iz
freer and better if prepared for by full oral diseussion. The
difficulties of written composition are thus divided, taken one
gtep at a time, and in the normal order. The relnctance to
write will be lessened, if the writing has been prepared for by
gpontaneous and intelligent talk in the class.

In the selection of material for oral and written lessons, the
choice has been determined partly by the cultural value of the
ideas introduced, and partly by the suitability of the material
a8 a basis for practice in composition. In all selections the
interepts of the children, as known to experienced teachers,
have been kept in view. Expression is impossible unless the
pupils bave ideas to convey, and it is meager and artificial
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unless it is interesting to the children themselves. RBut their
interest is direoted to many subjects. There seems no reason
why English should be kept as & handmaid to any single sub-
jeet : nature study, myths, moral lessons, or practical informa-
tion. These are all useful, but there ia no gain in confining
the child to any one of them. A first book in English is the
place to engage the child's interest in many subjects, and to
stimulate by poetry and pictures, by fable, story and biography,
and by many other means, hig intelligence and imagination.
The plan of Beok One offers an integration of its practical
and cultural aims through a method approved by the experi-
ence of many teackers: First, Oral Expression ; Second, Writ-
ten Expression based on the oral diseussion; Third, Langoase
Drill and Study conneoted elosely with the oral and written
composition, and supplied with many reviews. This arrange.
ment will, of conrse, often be varied by teachers, who will sap-
plement, or omit, or rearrange, to snit the needs and attain-
ments of their classes. It is not stiff and mechanical, buot
normal and flexible, Tt ehould eultivate the lively interchange
of ideas between teacher and pupils and among the pupils
themselves. It ahould make corrections of mistakes the work
of the class, rather than that of the teacher. It should hold
theory and practice harnessed together, It shoold keep gram-
mar from being considered a formal affair unfit for pleasant
intercourse; it should make grammar the natural accompani-
ment and aid of good expression. Teachers will note that the
matter of the Oral Lessons is intended to be merely sugges-
tive, and that the grammar is limited to the simple sentence.
Every effort has been made to secure a book attractive to
the eye, a particular in which language books have been far
behind readers and geographies. The clear, open page, with
its simple typography will, it is believed, win attention with.



