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In giving publicity to the following
remarks, the Author has oo other end io view
than to do justice to Byrox, and promote, to
the extent of his abilities, the NATIONAL object
suggesied, As a mouse may release a lion, so,
a trifling Brochure like the present, however
bhumble in the scale of literature, may help
to set frea the Fame of the Poet from the
entanglements of prejudice: while the general
bints thrown out—though for a somewhat
gigantic olziect—méy, under higher auspices,
be as easily practicable, as the accomplish-
ment of them would be gresily creditable to
the spirit of the country,

Berasbury FPark, llingfon,
Decentber, 1838,



BYRON AND «THE ABBEY.”

Be the eommunion of the imperishable mind the
dead still dwell among the living. But the rexsonar
cHARACTER of a distinguished Writer, however unjustly
or unwisely esnfounded with s LITERa&kY REPUTATION
in his own ecra, will generally become a question of
secondary consideration in the estimation of posterity.

During his life ho is, undoubicdly, amenable to
society for his pudlic conduet, so far as it may be influ-
ential wpon others, Dot though the jealous eye of
observation may glare wpon his immediate actions;
though bis country may clafm a moral right to sit in
judgment upen him when he dies; and though the minuto
details of hizs personal Yography may be occasionally
referred to as matters of curicsity by suceeeding genera-
tions; the works of his cenios will became the permanent
and paramotnt oljects of interest; wlile he himself will
be ordinarily rcmembered as litlle more than A NAME
encircled with the halo of thetr celebrity.

The personal history of cvery grent man, never-
theless, may be considered as a portion of the annals of
his country ; and, as such, onght to be correctly recorded.
When thereflore such an one departs the world, it 1s the
duty of those of his conlempornties who bave survived
him, to dizengage (heir minds ns much as possible fom
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existing prejudices; to see that the judgment pronounced
upon him, in their own time, be ag nearly as may be a
just one; and that the tribute paid to bis memory be such
as will be most creditable to their own discernment, and
most expressive of their own candour in the opinion of
posterity. '

We arc led to these cbservations Ly the fate of
one, who, though renowned through all the enlightened
nations of the earlh, is yet unjustly slighted and aspersed
by many on his native soil,

Twice have the gafes of “ The Abbey” been closed
against the iflustrious Bruox,

His friends and admirers, oo the areival of his
remains from Missolonghi, asked the Dean of West-
mingior—

if hig illumined head
Might find repese mmoog the honoored desd?

bt they were answered—=* No!" His hody was thercfore
takiento make n TempLz of the rostie church of Hucknall
They asked again, if a marble tribute to his genius might
be permitied to shine amidet the gathic shadows of “ The
Abbey ¥ but agnin they were answered—* No!™ and the
Statne of the great Poet etill lies in the obscurity of the
Cusiom-fouse of this— * Metropolis of the world!”

But fow of us wers aware of the neglect, or even
of the exislence of this noble work of art,  But, on the
annonncement of the fact, simultaneously in both Houses
af Parlinment, the spiril of thousands was guickened—
the fire of confroversy rekindled—and the great original
himselggain summoned from the tomb to stand before
ihe mmoral tribunal of his counity. In the ensuing sessions
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the Legislature will probably consider the degree of
respect which ought to be paid to his memory: but,
in the meantime, curiosity is on tip-toe, and conjecture
busy as to the probable destination of this monument,
said to be one of the Chefs-d'Euvre of Thorwaldsen,
the finest Sculptor of the day, exccuted inhonour of the
first of our medern Poets. And it is an enguiry of
commanding interest: because the decision wpon this
particular ease may probably determine the general
guestion as to the Atness of “ The Abley" az g National
receptacle for the ashes and monuments of our celebrated
men,

Hitherlo, however, it Azs been considered as dedi-
cated to this poble parpose, It is therelore important,
for the honour of vor distinguished Bard, to aseertain,
whether it be the spinion of an enlighiened people, ot
whether it be merely the voice of & Hmited party, that
haz thas declared his hones unworthy to repose within
the sanctuary of # The Abbey,” and his effigy unfit 10
rank among the laureled of the nation.

Does any consistend reason egist for such vepul-
sion 7—This is the great question. I nene conyisfeni—
then the act cannot be considered as national :—and 1f
not pational, it is time that the Nation should look fo it.

Whatever renson msy have been agsigned for
his exclusion, it must have had reference, sither to his
Reuiaron, or his Moranity; or o his TarEnts and
INFLUENCE BS B WTiton

It will not require, we think, muoch argument to
shew, that upon nesther of these prounds can any weld
objection be raised against his entrance into the monu-
mental Suociety of lis literary predecessors.



H

As a preliminary duty to ourselves, we at once,
and once for all, declare, that we are not here as the
apologists of error, or the advocates of vice: nor would
be such for all the honours of “ The Abbey.” We desire
to go candidly into the subject. While, then, we deny
the coarser accusations which malignant calumny has
heaped upon Byron's hiead, we arc ready to admit, though
with feelinge of deep regeet, that hiz condoct was, on
soveral oceasions improper; and that his writings are,
in many instances objectionable. To sophisticate these
facts would be to vitiate all argument in his favour. But,
the guestion before us is nof, how far he resembled or
surpessed others in purity or [railty—but, kow far, and
in what way, the weifare of society iz Hhely to be affected
Iny his character or Ais writings I

Firat, then, with tegard to his BEricioxN.

His wavering doubts upon peints of faith and
doectrine—his want of defercnce (o cstablished forms and
opinions—and his indiscriminate atincks upon whet he
deemed their perversions and abuses—must, for his own
sake, be lamented by every good, every rational man.
Bui, ag regards the degree of mischief which, in fhis
respect, his works are likely to produece in the minds
of others, no one of discernment, who hes really read them,
can have failed o perceive that the forcbodings of his
contemners are wilfully exaggerated; or, if sincere, are
those of vague apprehension, rather than of sound judg-
ment.

He who would meke proselytes, even to Irreligion,
-must have some degree of consistency—some fized
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notion—some sfanderd, as s rallying sign, whereby to
lead or delude his seci. Byron had no such thing!—
Al that he ventured to do was to doudt; he never had
the hardihood seriously 10 deny. His opinions upon
Religion—if he had any thoughts deserving of the name
—are zo coniradictory, that they necessarily meutralize
each other. A mind thus sceptisal even of its own scep-
ticiam—wanting faith even in its own want of faith—
hag no lasting powor, we Tepeat, to lead, ner to mislead
1ankind: for men da not fllow as a chief one who wavers
in the vanof Infidelity.

Byron, in this particular, differs widely from many
of the infidel wrifers of England, France, and Germany,
They, with a unity of purpose, and a deadly perseverance,
have been fatally oracular to theie followers: but ke, by
his paradoxical reveries, has whoelly disqualified himgelf
a3 an orgele. That man must be doll almost to idioey,
who would take the straw ke offers, and Jedn upen if,
mistaking it for a staff.

All that we trage m hiz works objectionalle -te
relizion, evinces hut the idle bickerings of a mind ill at
ease with itself, - We peresive the waywardness of 2
genius, which, however great, however poworful upon
other points, was, upon this, subject to strange and fitful
impulses ;~—pow gperting buoyantly en the sparkling
stream of famey—now sinking sullenly into the moodiness
of doubt; but ever expressing the feelings of the moment,
rather than the settled convictions of deliberate thought.

Hence the great folly of those who are constantly
holding up to notice the worat portions of his works, in
order to shew us that they ought not to be read, Far
Lietter wauld it be were the better verses of his wobler



