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Preface and az.sz.émw:’edgmmn

The present volume of translations comprises all the
contents of Hofmannsthal's [Me Gesammelte Gedichie,
Insel Verlag, Leipsic, 1907 (in my cdition), with the
exception of Der Tod der Tigian, a play. ‘This play,
with Tor und Tod, has been translated for TAs German
Classics, wol. XVII, by Mr. John Heard, Jr, who has
alsn done the prologue en the death of Bdeklin here in-
cluded, Another version of Ter upd Tod by Elizabeth
Walter has appearcd with The Gorham FPress. Die
Hockzeif der Sebeide, a louger play, has been done for
the Classics, vol. XX, by Professor Bayard Quincy
Morgan., Hofmapnsthal's most famous play, Elekrra,
rrapgizted by Arthur Syimoans, has been brouwght out by
Brentano.

(H the pocms here included, the Ballade of the Owut-
apard Life has been translaced by Margarete Miosterherg
in her Harpest of German Ferge, Appleton, In German
Lyrists of To-day by Daisy Braicher, Elkin Mathews,
London, appear Early Spring, Thy Face and The Tayo,
An article by Elisabeth Walter, eatitled ffuge wor ffaf-
manuithal, aw Exporent of Modera Lyricism, in The
Colonrade magarine for December, 1916, New York, con-
tuins again the Rallede of the Ourward Life and The
Tavs with the third of the Three Litdle Somgs and a nuibe
ber of fragments.

0f my own translations OFf Mufability, Travel Song
and Iaterdependence apprared in The German Classics,
wvol. XVII, and are here republished by the courtesy of
the proprietors, the German Publicatdon Society. The
Introduction has been greatly expanded from an article
in the New Yark Nanen which contained translations of
The Tavn, 4 Dream of the Higher Magic and the third
of the Three Little Songs. They are reproduced here by
the courtesy of the proprietors of The Nation, Several
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other porms, accepted by Poet Loee, are included by the
kind permission of the publishers: The entire volume is
browght out by the Xind permission of Ileer wvon Hof-
mantsthal through his  publishers, the Insel Verlag,
Letpsic.

“These teanslations aim at being as true to the spiril,
more particeiarly the mood, of the ariginals as possible.
They are fairly literal, the changes being mainly in the
opder of words in a phrase.  Very occasionally whele
lines have been travsposed,  The metre: and chyme-
sehemes are, with slight excoptions, 23 nearly idertical as
possible.  As Hofmannsthal's poetsy 15 20 notably com-
pressed apd full of meawing, it is hoped thar these trans-
lations, together with the Introduction, mzy enzhlc some
of those who already know him in the original to see
even more in his work than (hey have already done.

CHARLES WHARTON ST0ORE.
“Hirdwood,” Fhiladelphia,
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HOFAGANNSTHAL, AS A
LYRIC POET

The name of Huge von Hofmannsthal is fairly
well known to those who attempt to follow the
course of modern Hterature in Europe. Further-
more, all opera-goers have come in contact with it
from the accident that two of Hofmannsthal's
plays, Elektra and Der Rosenkavalier, were set to
music by Richard Strauss. His Elekfre was also
acted in New York by Mrs. Patrick Campbell. Tt
may nevertheless be safely said that the peculiar
wenius of this author iz bur litde appreciated in
America, and that the general impression among
those who have heard af him is of a colorful, neo-
classical dramadst. It is hoped that the present
volume may serve to hring out another and decper
aspect of the poct.

Judged by bulk, the lyrics of Hofmannsthal’s
might well be neglected in a survey of his writings
as a whole, He has to his credit some seven or
eight long plays, a dozen short plays and two vol-
umes of prosc studies. Against these we can set only
a small volume entitled Die Gesqmmelte Gedichie,
including, apparently, all the poems which the author
cares to have preserved. It contains but twenty-
three lyrics, the rest of the book consisting of a
short play, a dramatic idyll and several prologues
written for special occasions.  But as the short plays
excel the lonper in concentrated art, so the lyrics
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