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2 PREVIOUS PROJECTS~TUNNELS. -

I do this for the following reasons :—To show how long the idea
of roadway communication has existed ; how earnestly the accom-
plishment of this great work is desired on both sides of the
Channel ; to illustrate the increasing interest that scientific and
practical men are taking in the matter; and to enable the reader
to compare or contrast the projects of those who have preceded
me with the one now before him, in order to judge whether or not
I claim too much for mine, in asserting that it is the only practi-
cable method yet proposed for connecting the Railways of England
and France. There have been before the world, to my knowledge,
twelve projects for this purpose, including the present; and, judg-
ing from the names, seven appear to be French, five English; but,
if that of Mr. De la Haye, of Liverpool, be classed with the latter,
there are then six of each nation. Three projectors, all French,
proposed tunnelling under the Channel ; seven, two French and five
English, propose submerged tubes; a Frenchman proposes an
arched roadway, or tunnel, on the bottom; and an Englishman, a
mammoth bridge.

The idea of tunnelling is much the oldest; a French engineer,
Mathien, sixty years ago, considered the work practicable, pre- -
pared plans, and Inid them before Napoleon, then First Consul :
they were some time exposed in the Luxembourg and other publie
galleries in Paris; but they have long been lost; and there is
now, it appears, noaccount extant of the then proposed method of
accomplishing the work. The project of M. De Gamond, also &
tunnel, appeared in 1856-7, and may be reckoned, along with
others that appeared about the same time, as fruit of the exhibitions
of 1851-4.

De Gamond's project, however, received more than ordinaty
notice. A commission of eminent engineers, appointed to examine
his plans, made a favoursble report, and recommended an appro-
priation of £20,000 to make experimental examinations; and the
Emperor is said to have looked upon it with favour; but, notwith-
standing the high countenance he received, and the ability displayed
in his work, it was finally rejected, on account of its interference
with the navigation of the Straits, His plan, briefly, was to form
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