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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

" Lere i 0 baali oo can rezommend toos friend § 8 good hook, on a
good subject, by a good feilow. Mo Gale . . ds ibe momiist, the
hilosopher, the instodctor, the storvteller of Cricket.” . . . " His
Eriukﬁ Homilies , . . shodild ke the hands of all, and especially
of the youne."—Sarurday Feoiem,

** Mr, Gale's hoole, to which we Lave aleeady referred, s a very refresli
ing book in ot weather, 1 cool wind Blsws thyewgh i1 from the past mle
the predent, cat of the dend past, over 1he datsted oraves of anclent
erickoters, "—Daify Mewr,

“An ngreeabls valume wlich every arisketer will reul with pleasmse, ™
o Wi

1o tone of the book is thoronghly sooocemanlike, and, what is s68l
better, high minded, == [Feréminricr Revien,

" A thorovghly good book oA manly healily fone befittlug a
veteren speaking o the young men of anew generation.  For {he ress. ¢
Is practical and sheewd, with o vein of zimple homour, teo, and many
rules for rricketers af all ages,"— Gregdi,

* Perhaps no Iving man i3 50 well versed as hein the srcket Jore of
other dave. s peceni bock o the gime is n storehonse of memerdes
and maxims = Fimer,

“ The interest never flags da this chatty (and cheap) volome —
Verdriire Fost

"O0 all the books touching the pame of cricket, this oreaf Me, Gales

i the most intcresting, and cught eerfaloly 1o become the most popular

U it ought 0 bein ihe hands of all ericker enthesiasts,"—Crickeser's
SIS

et a dull page in the entire book.'— Sporsing Life.



PREFACE.

{OME twelve years ago the late My, Baily, the publisher
and originatar of Buily's Mugazive of Spaety awd Pas-
fimeg—which iv familiaoely known now as % The Old Groen
Cover "—azked we if T could contribute an article on ericket
in the days of the grand old Kent and SBussex elevens, as
one of the greatest sportsmen in England, who took an
interost in the mogazine (and who died in 1381), was
anxious that a record of past cricket heroes should he pre-
served in itz pages. Happening to have known Foller Pileh
tor the last twenty-five years of his life, T put in writing all
that I eould remeber which had fallen from his lips—during
many o long evening spent with him—under the nome of
¢ Fuller Pllch's Back Parlowr,” which appeaved in a book of
mine, publizhed in the sommer of 1537 hy Messrs. Swan
Sounenscheind Ca, unider the vitle of “The Game of Crickst.”
After the publieation of thadarticle in 1375, the old spovts.
man who was the instigater of its preduction, and who was
o leading mewher of the Pugilistic Club, when the Ring was
supported by noblemen and gentlewen, asked if T could do
something in the same style about the Prize Ring, and,
curionsly encugh, I had the materinls at hand, as during
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some years of my pupilage in London, after leaving school, I
lunched evary day at the Castle Tavern in Holborn (now
the Napier Restaurant), which was kept by “ Tom SBpring,”
the ex-champion of England, whe was one of Nature's
gentlemen. It was a very rospectalle place, and answered
to what is now called a “Luncheon Bars” So T =et my
memory to work, and reproduced all that I conld remember
of numberless conversations with Tom Spring, under the
name of “Tom Spring’s Pack Parlour "—which appears in
these pages, aud which has not been hitherto reproduced, Mr.
Baily, for whose memory T have a great respect, and myself,
80t say, " put our horees together,” and he give me a
carte blanche to write what I pleased connected with English
sports and sketehes of country and town life, and T availed
wyself largely of his offer, 20 much so that o considerable
portion of this volume consists of 4 selection from my articles
which appeared in Baily's magazine, In faet, the Ex0Ep-
tions are four papers only, namely, * Boxing and Athletics
and “ My First Salmon,” which come frora a now extinet
weekly paper styled Ashove o Affent; “ The Racing
Stable,” from Fanity Fair; and “ Betting and Gambling,”
from Sporting and Diamaite. 1 take this opportunity of
tendering my sincere thanks to Mr. Baily, who reigms in his
late father’s stead, for allowing me to reproduce my former
writings. I thought it better to leave the sketches just as
they were written, as, for what they are worth, they are
mostly reminiscences of happy memories, and are all drawn
from the life. People who eall those of 1wy school lawdatopes
tempariz acti, will find, when the time comes that they
cannot shub their eyves to the fact that the shades of carly
evening are closing over them, that the greatest pleasure
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in life is to bring back recollections of scenes and Faces
which have passed away,

I have always leoked en my fellow teavellers of all
elasses, through life, as brather puppets, who lave beei, or
are, on the wires ot the satne time ns myself, all dancing to
diffovent tunes; aud 1 have taken every opportunity of
mixing with as many of them as I eould, and I have yet to
learn that any puppet—however gaudy his dress and
spangles may be—bhas & vight vo classify any body of his
brother puppets, whom the eostumier has elothed in more
hiambla attire, as “the lower ovders,” without being self-
eonvieted of *judging his neighbour.” I adlere to my
wom oz plume, * The Ol Baffer,” as the American
Uricketers, witen in England on & visit, told me that
whenever they sce any letter or article with that signature
they look out for something sbawt oldfashioned England
of the past.

THE OLD EBUFFER,
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