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PREFACE.

I avarL myself of an introduetion mainly to record
the motives which led me to compose this poem.

1 formed the opinion, Arat, that it was the bounden
duty of semsons to enter the breach, in order to rid
the situation of the singular—not to say affronting —
anomesly b0 be traced through the ciroumstance of the
character and actions of Tecumseh having enlisted
the machinery of the drama for their attractive
exposition, whilsb those of the earlier companion
upholder of British smprercacy on the continent—
one endowed with a many-sided capacity, plainly
denied to tho othor (barely his compecr oven in the
way of militery distinetiont one who scquired equal
celebrity for his bearing in the martial eamp, beside
the Councilfire, and in tho field of diplomagy,
remain uochapleted by any wemorial tribute ten-
dered him of the kind.

1 believed, agnin, that no more efficacious—no
more convincing—method of refuting the charges
of barbarity froely fabricated by Americen his-
toriens against Braot, could be proetised than the
bringing in requeat, o to speak, Theapis’ undistorting
camera, to imprint a few of those occurrences, which
—as a component part of the portraiture designed to
be revealed—exhibit him as & foeman who; while
censing at Do time, perhaps, to inspire animosity
and dread, was yet, in his trestment of fellow-heings
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weighed down by afflietion and suffering—dragged,
under the henrt-breakiog empire of War, behind the
chariot wheels of an adverse fortune—alike generous
and humana.

To dispel the suspicion Liable withal to be enter-
tainad, by those enjoying bat cursory acquaintance
with his career, that the showing forth of tho
famous Warcaptain, in tho pages of the drama,
exaggerates his eminence—that thers has been a
fictitiona gilding of the plate, an over-adorning of
the tapestry—I invoke tho estimate of him voiced by
the Hon. Ellis H. Robarts, upon mn oetemion (the con-
tonnial observance of Oriskany) well fitted to awake
the slumbering resentment of colomials against sll
such fuithiul adhevents of the Crown: “ saperior to 8t,
Leger ¥ (the British Commander) * i natural powers
and personal magnetism, was Brant —the idesl Indian ;
with wll the geniva of his tribe, and the training
gained in Conpecticut zchools, aod in the family of
Sir William Johnson : among the Indians he was
pre-eminent, whd in any eirele would have been
conspicuows ;' to fortify which, condensing the con-
elusion found in Appleton’s Cyolopedia, that, *as
a warrior, he was comtious, sagacious, and brave;
az a diplomat snd courtier, adroit and secomplished ;
while his humanity to a captive or fallen foe is too
wall established to admit of doubt.”

With a life so bhrimful of stirring and of pregnant
sdventure such ss Brant’s, the difficulty of making
a selection of incidents, which should at once, with
adequacy, typify the man, and interest and divert



