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PREFACE.

THE authenticity and divine inspiration of the
Canticles, or Song of Solomon, have seldom been
called in question. This book is well known to
have formed part of those sacred writings which
the ancient Jews revercnced as the oracles of
[Meaven, and which, in this high character, re-
ceived the sanetion of the Son of God. The
Canticles are therefore to be considered as in-
cluded among those Scriptures of which the
Apostle speaks in his Epistle to Timothy : * All
Scripture is given by inspiration of (od, and is
profitable for doetrine, for reproot, for correction,
for instruction in righteounsness®.” No oue then
can doubt of the ullity of studying this portion
of the divine records, however extraordinary its
subject may, at first sight, appear; but the at-
tention of the reader may be solicited to the
publication now laid before him in prosecution of

ad Ep'lel. iii. 16,



Vi PHEFACE,

that general charge of our divine Master, ** Search
the Seriptures.”

To give an aeccount of the present attempt with-
out any further apology—the first endeavour has
been, to provide an accurate translation of this
interesting part of Holy Writ from the original
Iebrew, illustrated with such notes and observa-
tions, as appeared uecessary to the comprehen-
sion of its literal meaning,

Next I have attempted—agreeably to what will
be shown to be the nature and design of this
book—to explain its several portions as so many
spiritual allegories.

The former part of the vundertaking could not
have been omitted, for it were preposterous to
attempt an improved interpretation of these alle-
gories, without previcusly directing our efforts to
gam a clear and distinct knowledge of the events
or similies on which they are constructed. “ It is
the first duty of an expositor,” as the Bishop of
Dromore observes, * to ascertain that lower and
more obvious meaning,  Yor till this is done, it
15 impossible to discover what truths are couched
under it. Without this all is vague and idle
conjecture ».”

The spiritual interpretations follow, as being

b Wew Travelaiion, Dodiles, 1704
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necessary to complete the design of the divine
author of these sacred songs: the parable, ex-
cept in view of its interpretation, being but of
small moment to the edification of the church at
large.

In accomplishing the first part of our design, it
will be seen, that we derive great assistance [rom
the labours of others, Aund much assistance in-
deed was necessary: for to seitle the literal
meaning and distribution of the Song of Solomon
has been justly considercd as a very diffienlt task.

As a composition and work of taste, it must be
confessed that we can only, in seme parts, forma
gucss concernivg the original beauties and de-
sign of the Song of Songs. It may be compared
to some precicus relie of antiquity, whose ex-
quisite polish and minveter ornaments time and
other causes have much corroded and defaced,
Notwithstanding the snccessive labours of many
learned and ngenious wen, m clearing away the
rubbish which obscured i1t, and in retracing its
almost obliterated workmanship, we must be sa-
tisfied, in some places, to have preserved only the
general contour or outline of the work, and may
be compelled perhaps to own that we do not tho
roughly eomprehend the use of some of its subor-
dinate parts.
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In a religious point of view, however, this sort
of imperfection in our knowledge respecting
some of the original beautiez of these sacred
poems, is not of that consequence which might at
first be imagined. The glory of the holy temple
congists not in its gildings, or m s elegant carv-
ings, These may be lost or defaced; yet, if a
more spiritual worship is now celebrated bencath
its consecrated roof, the glory of the house, In
its latter state, may well be said to exceed ils
glory in the former. And thus, in the hands of
a truly enlightened Christian, the Canticles ap-
pear at this day invested with a brighter lusire,
than they perhaps could discern, who read them
in the days of Bolomon.  DBecause, though, in re-
gard to the exterior imagery of the allegories,
some of their beauties may be lost: yet the hid-
den and mystic sense is brought more to light, and
manifested with fuller assurance to the believer
under the Gospel dispensation.—* For [ tell you
that many prophets and kings have desired to
see the things which ve see, and have nol seen
them*.”

The princinie upon which the present transla-
tion and interpretation are conducted is that

¢ Luke, x. 24,
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adopted by Br. Mason Good 4, or, more strictly
speaking, that adopted by Signior Melesigenio,
What is commaonly called the Song of Solomon,
is considered as a collection of distinet idyls, or
little poems, perfectly detached and separate from
gcach other, with no other conncxion than what
they derive from a common subject, the peculi-
aritics of the style of a common anihor, and per-
haps some unity of design in regard of the mystic
sense which they are intended to bear.

This notion of what is commonly called the
Song of Seclomon is certminly a most important
discovery.  The mistake of eonsidering a number
of distinct pieces, In an ancitent language, as oue
continued work, and endeavouring to interpret
ihem upon that principle, iz in itsclf suificient to
aceount for much of the ohscurity so generally
complained of in reading the Canticles.

The improbability, however, that the true na.
ture of the Song of Solemon should be left to be
a modern discavery, will perhaps strike my
readers. But it nay be observed, that though
the notion be indeed a discovery, inrespect of
the ages just elapsed, vet there is still surviving
evidence enough to lead to the conclusion, that

4 %ee Song of Songe, vr sacred Idyls, by John Maswn Good,
London, 18035,



