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ESSAY ON THE PREMILLENNIAL ADVENT.

PART L
THE PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENT.

Ir can be made very clear, from the Word of God, that
the Antichristian system at present in the world is
Popery, and that it is to be destroyed. Does that Word
contain hints that a forther development of error shall
take place after the Papacy has been cast down, sug-
gesting at the same time what its pature shall be? I
80, can we form sny proper notion of the system, so a3
to reason from its nature to the mode of its destruction,
and by & comparison of it with Popery, see cause to
conclude that its downfal shall be accomplished in an
entirely different way? And, in connection with the
Word, are there any facts or principles upon which a
generalization may be formed to arrive at the same
result, or at least to throw light and explanation upon
the statements which are to be found in that Book of
God? And, in pursuing such an investigation, if it be
found that a sound generalization of many facts and
principles lead to the opinion that there shall be sucha
system, and if it be found that its nature is such as that
its annihilation can only be aceomplished by the 8econd
Advent—aeccording tothe constant method of the divine
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government—shall we not have the aid of philosophy,
so far as it goes, to counteract (1.) the theory of the
Fremillennial Advent; and (2.} the idea that a * Ciesar-
ianism,” or concentrated civil Papacy, shall arise while
Romanism ia still in existence? 'We propose to pursue
this investigation for a little, specially to cateh the light
it may shed on the subject of this essay.

“He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit,” is a
formula that more than aught else declares the nature
of the Christian life and the beauty of the Christian
religion. The vesult of it is a oneness of will, and
entire self-dedieation to the Lord, which appear in all
relations, places, and cireumstances, This is the ideal
of the Christian life; so much 80, as that he is no true
Christian who does not desire it, and aim after it as the
great business of hia lifa,

To produce similar phenomena, with the Lord Jesus
Christ excluded and superseded, is the masterpiece of
satanic ingenuity and erime, The wicked one has been
labouring for the last eighteen eenturies to bring the
Christian world into this entire suhjection of mind,
will, and conduct to & creatura of his own. He has
attempted, and that not ill, to counterpart the mechan-
ism of God’s highest scheme of love to man, and to
produce thereby vice, and misery, and wo,—a misery
which does not cease with an abode in this world.

There are two ways in which this great work of
Satan might be elaborated. We could supposa him
contriving that a visible spiritual head shall obtain such
mastery over the Christian world, as to bend every man,
in will and action, into & conformity with an arbitrary
dictation; and this under a system which ehall be en-
foreed by spiritual and temporal penalties. Or, we




