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PREFACE.

Tur following pages a;'e intended to serve as a Gothic
Primer, and to inttoduce the beginner to fuller and more
complete works upon the subject, There is no lack of good
editions in German, such as those by Gabelentz and Labe,
Massmann, and Stamm (as revised by Heyne). The price
of the last of these is so moderate as to render it unneces-
sary to reprint all the fragments of the extant Gothic litera-
ture; but it appeared to be desirable to select a certain
portion of it, which might be explained, by the help of notes,
glossary, and grammar, for the benefit of English readers.
As the best MS. contains the four gospels only, the choice
was practically limited to one of these; and the gospel of
St. Mark was chosen, becanse it is the least matilated. ©OF
the other gospels, whole chapters are wanting, but the missing
portions of St. Mark are comparatively small, viz. vi. 30-53,
%il. gB-xiii. 16, xiii. 2g9-xiv. ¢, xiv. 16—41, and xvi. 12-20,
amounting to not more than g5 verses.

The notes call attention to such difficulties of construction
as are most likely to cause perplexity. The glossary not
only explains ali the words occurring in St. Mark's gospel,
but is extended so as to contain all the more important words
of the language, especially such as are most required by the
student of English etymology, The introduction gives all
necessary elementary information concerning the MS., the
author, and the sources of the alphalbet; it womme wcceRss
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of the pronunciation, phonology, and grammar, Numerous
refcrchqeéj;o-ﬂ'-e text have been introduced into the grammar,
and several remarks are made relative to points of philologi-
cal interest:, The student who has already some knowledge
of ‘Middle ‘English and Anglo-Saxon will not experience
much difficalty in gaining, in a short time, some clementary
and very useful knowledge of Gothic. A study of this lan-
guage is absolutely indispensable for the student of Teutonic
philolegy, and ‘the number of points of English etymology
which cannot bé fully understood without it, is surprisingly
large. A knowledge of Gothic onght to be as common
among Englishmen as it is now rare; and I trust, for the
gsake of English scholarship, that the present attempt to
smooth the way for those who wish to understand more
about the formation of the Teutonic part of our own
language, may meet with some success,

The Glossarial Index, which 1 have carefully revised, was
almost wholly written by my eldest davghter. For several
hints as to the phonology 1 am indebted to Mr. Sweet.

A more complete Glossary, with references to a¥ the
extant writings of Wulfila, was published for the Philological
Society by Asher and Co, in 1868, and was written by
myself. It is remarkable that no glossary or grammar of
Gothic has ever appeared with explanations dn English,
except that volume and the present one,



