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PREFACE.

oo e

Tuese Lessons are intended to be used at whatever
age it is thought best for children to begin the study
of the Bible. They have been tried in my own
Sunday School by scholars from ten to seventeen
years old.

The plan must be left to explain, and, if possible,
justify itself. 1 will only say that the general idea
was to take up simply the salient points of the Old
and New Testaments, without confusing the scholar's
mind with such details as have no necessary bearing
on the progress of events. The subject has been
treated biographically ; partly, because the young
mind is more interested in persons than in abstract
ideas, partly, because the whole Bible really grew
out of individual thought and life,

So far as the form iz concerned, it will be under
stood that the Notes are intended to supply the
scholars with the material needed for shaping their
answers, though on no account to be committed to
memory by them; while the References are for the
use of teachers, that they may follow ont the topies
with such minuteness as seems to them best, or as
the age of the scholars admits. The few references
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to general literature and art will suggest, it is hoped, .
a still wider use of these helps by intelligent teachers.
The Schnorr illustrations referred to are a series of
Bible wood-cuts published some years ago in Leipsic,
of which the Old Testament subjects are treated
with considerable spirit and accuracy of detail, those
of the New Testament being very inferior. The
Illustrated Renan refers to an abbreviated edition of
Henan's Vie de Jdsus, published in Paris in 1870,
with wood-euts by Godefroy Durand. [t is inexpen-
sive, and the treatment of the subjects iz so much
superior to anything else within my lmowledge that
it seems to me the only suceessful attempt to repre-
sent pictorially the life of Jesus. I should consider
the study of the New Testament as here proposed
quite incomplete without these illustrations. It is
possible that they may soon be published in separate
form in portfolio.!

It will be understood that the *Bible for Young
People " and the * Bible for Learners " are the Eng-
lish and American editions of the same book. I
have made my references to the * Bible for Young
People,” because the American reprint had not ap-
peared when these lessons were written.

E. H. H.

Worcesren, February, 1882

1 Buwch a portfolio hae since beon prepaved, and can b fonnd at the
rovms of the Unitariun Bunday-Schoeol Hoclety. References to the illustra-
tions have been insarted, in footootes, ander the several Lesaons, with the
title ** Portfolin.™



NOTE.

No important changes have been made in the present edi-
tion, except to add to the references to the * Bible for Young
People” corresponding references to the  Bible for Learn-
ars,” designated by the abbreviation B. L.

E. H. H.

Caumnnrnas, October, 1688,
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