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PREFACE.

—

Tus earnest request of many friends, to whom
the substabice of the following cheplers was
pddressed in amgther form, wonld not have
induced ' the auther tc commit them to the
prass, were he not deeply impressed with the
vital importance of the mibject to which they
refer, and were thers not spms things in re-
gard to it which he could wish to speak in the
eara of a wider circle. He believes in “ the
sanctity of home"” in the follest mense. Ha
regards the family order sd & most sscred or-
dinance of God, destined to subserve the high-
est ends, and fraught with the most precious
and far-resching blessings for the Church end
for the world. While everything else in the
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gocial myatem is insecure, thiz slone seems firm
and permanent. Amid & thouwsand influences
for evil, this remaing as a perennial well-spring
of bleming, And yet, while the healing and
binding influences of the family sre more than
ever needsd, thare seema in our day m peculiar
danger of ita vitelity and power sinking into
decay ; and never was an earneai word in its
behalf more eminently sessomable. Much of
what these pages contains hss doubtlesa heen
often said before, but old truths may svme-
times obtain & new hearing when uttered by a
new voieo; and assurediy, the truths here
presented, if old in themselves, are, in fresh-
neay of fender intersst for thousands of hearts,
alwaya new. It is solomn to remember thal
this work of godly upbringing is, at this mo-
ment, baginning in unnumbersd hores through-
out the land, while in others there are vain and
sad regrote, that when it might have been done,
it waz not done better; and the writer has often
felt the want of & few words of coumsel, brief
but pointed, which might be put into the hands
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of young parents while etill the task lies all be-
fore them, and which, blemsed as “a word in
season,” might eave the unavailing sorrows of
after years. Whaether the following pages are
in any degree fitted to subserve this purpose, it
ig not for him to judge; auch as they are, they
are committed to Him by whose blesing the
smelleat crumhbs of precions truth *cast upon
the waters™ may be found * after many daya."

Duxnes, Aprif, 15635,



