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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.

SEcnrTART OF STATE'S OrFicE. }
Providance, November 16tk, 1870,

To the Honorable the General Ansembly :

GenTuEMEN :—The Seventeenth Annual Report upon the Registration of
Birihs, Marrieges and Deaths in Rhode Yslavd, ia herewith presented.

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edward T. Caswell, and _presents
the vital statistics for the year ending Derember 3ist, 1889, with the nsnal
recapitulatory tables, and with sdditional commenta.

The number of births for that year was 5,245, or. 127 less than in 1868 ;
the oumber of marriages was 2,289, or 4 more than in 1868 ; mod the
wumber of deaths was 8,382, or 470 more than in 1868, and more than in
any yenr since the publication of these reports.

Duriog the seveuteen yeara and six monthe since the commencement of
the present system of registration, i. e., from June 1, 1852, to December
31, 1869, the records in the whole Siste have been ns followe: Children
born, 60,300, persons married, 58,434 ; persons died, 45,054, showing in
the aggregate, a record of the birth, marringe or death of 172,378 persons.

. In this report will ba found for the flirst time the returns of Divorces
authorized by the law of 1868. Mauny imperfactions in the lew have been
showx io & subsequent page of this report; others will probably suggest
themselves to your honorable body. It is to be hoped that the law may be
80 amended ns to remove the defects now existing in it. The number of
divoree suits dizposed of in the State for the year 1889, was 185.
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The returos are, oo the whole, very complele, but there are some instan-
ces of glaring omissions, to which attention must be called. Thus some of
the towns in Providence county maintain am unenviable notoriety in defi-
cient returns. In Comberland, 45 desths were reported, and i1 no ivstance
was the caose of death nssigned. In Pawtucket, 97 deaths were reported,
and the cause of denth was given in about ove-tenth omly. In Scituate
the return of deaths came in, with the canse of death entirely blank ; sub-
sequently the cause of a majority of these deaths was filled according to
the knowledge and recollection of the selectmen,—evidently a very poor sub-
stitute for the physician's certificale required by the law. Such gross
ueglect iz worthy of severe censure. The law states that the town clerks are
“ nuthorized and required” to collect these returns in due form. This duty
is often deIagnted to iucnmpatent persons, and i this m:hq Telurns are
made lees complete, There ia another point in which many of the town
clerks are derelict, and that is the time st which the returns shall be for-
.warded to this office. The law reqoires that they shall be forwarded “ on
or before the first Mouday of March acwually.” It is to be hoped that the
‘members of your honorable body will interest themselves in their several
districts 1o see that the provisions of the Registration law are more faith-
fally carried out, sin¢e the value of these reports depends upon the fuluess
aod completeness of the returns.

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Secretary of State.




CONTENTS.

Tapte I. General abstract of the births, marriages and deathe In 1860 5 show-

ing the numiber of births, the sex and parentaga of thosa borng the number of

marringes, with the aativity of thoae married ; the nomber of deaths, with the

aex and parentage of those who died; the aggregate and average age of the

decedents of each sex, snd of the whole number of decedents whose age was

given; aleo the population of each town snd division of the State by the cen-

SUN Of JBTO.cvvnevas s mssdnsenisiiisnnaidna s nasn it dsiasasssstassns S=g
Taoee LI, Birthe; showing the number of each sex born, in each month of

the year, in the gevaral divisions of the State.....ccoomanianainnnis cere d=B
Tanee ITI. Pluenlity births; arraoged by months, sexes and divisions of the

State; and showing the nativity of the preents, i ceaciiviiiarissri viaas: B
Tapee IV. Marriages; showing the number of marriages in ench month, and

In cnch quarter of the year, in the saveral divisions of the State .
Taoe V. Ages of persons murried ; showing the namber of eacl sex marriad

within certain stated periods of lfe.......... &
Tanze ¥1, Deatha; showing the number of each sex whe died in each month,
in the several divisions of the Statassiiwasannres arsamtiEs Tiann @

Tinze VII. Deaths; showing the number of each sex who died s cortain
satated periods of 1ife, In cach town and division of the State; also the popu-
lation of emch sex in every town and ‘division, with the percentage of deaths
10 PUPOIBLIOM. c it an tane vmrnsan i sr s e e asa s rs s raan v eas e es 10=13

Tanrx VIII. Causes of death fn 1868 arranged alphabetically, showing the
number of each sex who died from each eavse,in each month, and in the
WHOIE FERF. . & tenennaieansiratissinssiinnsoaioarasssriasrans cons vaes JG=20

Tasce TX. Causes of death; arranged alphebetically, and showing the namber
of each sex whao died from each causs, in ench perind of life; and aleo the
number of American and of foreign parentage, whe died from each canse..21-26

Taere X. Classifiontion and percentage ; showing the nomber and percentage
of deaths from each cause and each clugs of canses, in the whole State, and
in ench division of the SERLE. i eaiiaainsssnse ssssrssrsanrannsnans 26-31

Tanre XI. Ocoupationa and ages at death ; thawing the aggregate and sverage
age at death of the decedents in each cecopation and class of cccupations, in
the whole State, in Peovidence city, and in the rest of the State; ages under
20 omilbed. ccsuiinnissrrisias e E s R







CONTENTS. vii.

DIvoRcEs, 1869 . ocv i v ianrarsiirssinaasinscnnsnnannnansans vanssenssnnsBE-G6
Impurfections in (ke law for the return of divorees., e..eaa
Extracts from (he report of the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Rhode Tsland

for Providence Connty in 1888 .. cv v vvevrnvannnssnnnsrnsirerionsrnrsanses 68
Table showing the number of divorce suits disposed of in ench county of the

State in 1869, with the party applying, the causes alleged, and the disposition

of the same . .coveeeranes Poaesrarrserrenrenniiens
Remarkes on the preceding table. -« coasveoiiraisnnnine

Deatus, 18000 auivvais
Bex of the decedents .
Percentage of the sexes amonx decedents, and among children born, seventeen
years, (TuBLE] . ccvoviiiniiime i nisisrn s s mssssssrnsnsnas BT
Scasen and mortality ; pmparw:na Bt dl‘l‘l’ercnl #CIBONE, SVENLEED FEATH.«.... 6T
Order of the montha in respect to mortality in Rhode Island. ...... FEPT T ]
Parentage of the decedenta in Rhode Laland ceuscisicieivnean o
Number and proportions aceording to parentage. FTABLE J.ovsriaias
Age of the decedenta; average In the severnl divisions of the State for twnl.vn
FOOTH o wsvaneanrunmassmnssngnnns Sl e e [ ]
Porcentnge of decedente st different ages, seventeen years. (an.:.) .
Colorad decedents in Rliode Taland . oo vvvrsirrvicasrrainnerns
Sex, senson, average age of colored decodents vvveveievienriansinsrarasiias 1
Births, marriages and deaths among eolored population, nine years. (Tapre) 72

Bras waen

Cavazs of DEath, I86H.ccon suniinmmanissniasivascsssniesn -0 s TH-50
Cauges not atated in 1869, number and proportiona in each county .. 78
Cansee not atated, nomber and propertions for each county, MOVED FEATE .. vae T4
Thirteen principal cansce of death in several years in Bhode Island.....oo.an T4
Scarlatina in Rhode Island by counties, fifteen years. (TABLE.):icvrsvrariss 7B
FProportion of deaths from Svarlatina in differsnt divisions of the State....... 76
Mouthly number of deaths from Bearlating, from October, 1868, to December,

| F.151 O e ik e S e LA ey e e caiedas Tl
Sex. sges and parentage of I.he dec'.'denu ﬂmm searlstina in 1809. rereres 76
Causea of death; number of decedents in 1869 from sixteen principal causes,

showing the relations of the oduses to dex, parentsge, sesson, age and local-

ity. (TaBLE).. A |5 1.
Renmksonths.precedingu‘ble e F T T 1 |
Consumption ; number aud percentage of dalﬂ:s in el.oh county in the State, in

ten years. (TAMLE)<iuvsreivianiiiieisinnsionsisnitsasnnnnnn 8z
Remarks on preceding table. oo vvnsrsrrisrersisrsrrssrnrmicnnie V]
Monthly namber of deaths from Consumption in lthode Island, ten years..... 83
Agea of the decedents from C:mlnmpt[un in au.ohnf the last ten years. . ..... Bd
Sex snd poarentage of decedents from C P veasass 8B
Discases of the Heart - coveriaiinsrsrsasnsisnriessaniininian ]

Number, percentage and proportion to the population, eleven years, (T;a;.;.) Be
Number in each county, proportion to the population, eloven years, {Timuz.) 87
Remarks on thoae tableg.coscsnivascrsaanns srsrnememsainnssasarurrrenien B
Apoplexy and Paralyeis cooiveosinarianrirsnssnisssananns P TTTTTT T .




viil. COXTENTS.

b e, par pruporﬁnntnthepnpulnﬁnn,tznymu.(’fnu JP.‘E'S
Ages of d.ectd::nu, ten yemrs. {TABLE)e euaosrnirpsinsssbnnisnsssanans .. B
Number of decedents in each division of the Btate, ten yenrs. (TA![,E} ...... 00
Remarke on these tables and comelusion «.ieverceiininran i rensrcnsianvieass 90
Regilatration Law of Rhode Teland. . oo covvvvniciiiiniiarrisninieriieceanss 81
Amendment to Begistration Law ... - P |
Law for the reglsteation of divorces. . PO Y S U 94




