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PREFACE.

=

It is only of late years that anything like an adequate
study has been bestowed on the Epistle to the Hebrews.
A few great passages of the Epistle have always been
amonyg the most familiar in seripture, but even professed
theologians have concerned themselves little with ite
teaching as & whole. This neglect has been partly due
io the character of the argunment, which is cast in an
archaic mould, and often impresses & modern reader
as barren and artificial. To a still greater extent the
Epistle has suffered from the mistaken views that have
provailed as to its nature and purposc. It has been
commonly regarded as a mere appendix to the Pauline
writings, or as o tract that has survived from o forgotten
controversy, or at best ns the manifesto of some isolated
geet. A work that appeared to count for so hitle in the
main development of Christian thought has not un-
naturally been pushed into the background.

Within the last generation much has been done, and
especially by English writers, to atoue for past neglect
of the Epistle. Not to mention a number of excellent
eommentaries, its teaching has been interpreted by such
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distinguished seholirs as Dro Ao B Bruee and Dr, G,
Milligan, sl more recently ina beantilul and suggestive
book, The Epistle of Priesthood, by Dr. A. Nairpe.
Another work on the same subject may be reckoned
superfluons, bat it appears to me that the writers just
named, while they have illuminated many dark places
in the Epistle, have been warped in their approach to it
by the old prepossessions, and have thereby overlooked
morne of its essential aspects,

No exense, however, is necded for making a new
attempt te expound this noble New Testament writing.
Far many reasons, as | have tried to show in the con-
cliiling chapter, the Epistle to Hebrews, for all its air
of sntiquity, makes a peculisr appeal to the mind
of our own age. It deals with questions which are
ultinately the same as those which are now perplexing
ug, and supoests answers to them which are still valid.
This Lus been felt by many, in all the Christian churches,
who vaguely perceive the drft of the argument but
canuot follow it in detail. 1 have tried in the present
book to examine this diffienlt Epistle from several new
potnts of view, apd to Lhrow some clearer light on jts

underlying ideas.
I F. sCOTT.
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