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PREFACE

It is usually asswmed that the individual is cre-
ated at his birth by o Divine Power, or by the
processes of Nature,  And we cannot deny that
some  individuals are born good and others Lad,
anidd it seems to be impossible to reconcile with
Infimite Justice the theory that one individwal s
created — 4 compelled to be ™ —with a noble char-
acter, auwd another ndividaal with w vicious claac-
ter.

Other guestions maust be answered.  If God or
Nature has created a eriminal, can we aeqnit the
Creator of all nccountability for the evimizal ¥ Has
not the soul which iz erented viecious heen deeply
wronged?  How can men be held to equal moral
scconntability if they have not been endowed in
the beginning with equal goodness, equal strength,
equal intelligence ! Ave those who are bory vicious
really the wictims of the mnlice of Natuve or of
the wrath of God?

1 shall attempt herein to answer these and kin-
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dred guestions, and to prove that the Eternal Order
can be and must be just and right.

A small part of the matter mn this volume is
taken from a brochure published by me in 1899,
entitled + A Short View of Great Questions.”

0. J. 5.
New Yomg, 1902,
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