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LECTURE.

Mz, CmamMay, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

Tt is to me & privilege and a source of great pleasure to have
the honour of ntroedusing to your notice this evening a few fragments
reseied from the devouring influencs of time respocting: the history of
the Cathedrsl of 3t. Fin Barre, and what is known of his successors.
I need hardly fell you that such information can boast of no originality,
snd must be collected from crumbling manuseripts, musty records,
public &3 well as private, works now out of print; snd; consequently,
so Tare and valushle as to preclude the possibility off public access to
their contents, the kind assistanee of* correspondents in yarious places,
¢ombined with personal observation and ressarch. Of such original
materials, T regret to say, that our eity iz almost destitute. Everybody
who i but slightly acquainted with the history of Cork must know how
many internal dissensions and revolutions it was i former times con-
stantly subject to, so that almest alt traces of her Eeclesinstical memo-
rials have Tong since been swept awey, Muoch information is sfill,
however, to be found among the MSS. in the Library of Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, British Museum, State Paper Office, Bodkelan Tibrary,
Oxford, and the Chapter House, Westminster, &e. As regards the
very early Ecclesiastical MBS, many are to be met with in the Bur-
gundian Library, Brassels, and the Pranciscan College st Home. In
times of persecution they were removed from this country and there
carefully treasured. The enquiring spirit of the preseni age has
opened up the hitherto sealed contents of these repositories to all who
are considered capsble of making & proper use of the privilege for
historical purposes. Moy I, therefore, ask you to entrust yourselves
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to my guidance for a short time, having had some experience ns o
traveller in the highways of the past, while I conduet you back, and
endeavour to give you a glimpse into those sges now enveloped in the
night of time, and lead you through the twilight of the middle ages,
whon the unwearied monk toiled, from the rising il the setting of the
sun, in the solitary recess of his cell, many of whom have left behind
them prodigions momuments of the power snd eapsbilities of the
human intelleot ; and s you sdvance down the stream of time, you
will perecive how the world has ever boem progressing, step by step,
notwithstanding its countless tumults and revolutions.

There are probably no institutions, out of the many noble ones of
which our country boests, that are n greater source of pride to us
than the Cathedrals of the British Tsles, Ask the Anglo-Catholio
nhabitant of some Cathedral town, what is the most interesting object
and best worth seeing in his locality P—and he will farthwith point
with significant meaning to the tower or steeple of the Cathedral, as
1t rises in trumphant grandeur amid the smoke and chimmeys of his
mannfaetnring town. If you should be fortunate enough to find him
in a commynicative humour he may, perchanee, dwell on the remote
antiquity of its founder, the unrivalled eplendour of ita architesturs,
the hallowed memories of many suncessions of bishops, ahbots, deans,
archdeacons, and & host of minor ecclesiastics who omee ministered
within its wells, and walked through those same aisles, bemeath the
shadow of these numerous stately columna that have stood for ages as
sentinela under the lofty roof, and still, with undiminished splendour,
direct the wandering eye to heaven. He will also tell you of the
magnificence of the choral serviee and the choir, If you can induce
him to accompany you to this gprgeous pile—with uncovered head and
roverential gait—he will point to the founder's tomb; aod, as on tip-
toe he gently guides you through the lengthy nave, fransepts, and side
chapels, he will now and again whisper sofily into your ear, as he
points to some muiilated cross-legged effigy, ** Here sleeps the dust of
some famous kmight who fought in the holy wars; in his day he
helped to chase the infidel Sarmeen from Zion's Hill, immpled on and
trivmphed over the cresoent, and in ita stead set up the cross.” Thia
recumbent, mitred figure, with the crozier across his breast, commemo-
rates some prelste who, tradition says, was present when the charter of
British liberty and rights was signed at Runnymesde, These clusters
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of rudely carved roses call to remembrance the sanguinary struggles
that were 8o long carried on under the emblem of that fair and frag-
rant flower. These kmeeling figures, with the elaborately executed
frills, represent the heads of some noble and illustricus family of the
time of Queen Elizabeth. The soldiers of the Usorper mutilated the
inseription and destroyed the Cathedral registers, so that all record of
the owner's name has long sineo vanished. Wheresoever you furm
something new and strange and wondrous meets the eye of the he-
holder, whilst soft beams of Night break, with lustrons beanty, through
the stained windows. Can you wonder st the worthy citizen being
proud of such a temple as this? Morcover, perhaps, within the sacred
and silent precinets of its close reposes the dust of his forefuthers for
many generations, and here he fondly hopes that he himself will ono
day slecp in peace when the troubles of life ave over, and the gluries of
his own Cathedral shall elose on his eyea for ever.

There is another most important light in which we must not forget
to view omr Cathedrsl Churchen, namely, that they are often the precise
Christianity snd oontended aguinst very barbarons and erel Pagan
superstitions. It was not the practice of thess early expounders of
Divine Truth to seek shelier in remode and unfrequented places, but
with & fearless and manly independence they braved the danger itself,
founded on the Rook of Ages, overcams difficulties spparently insur-
mountable ; their hopea, thongh often frostrated, scldom failed in its
turned ¥ the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.”
Thus Faith, Hope, and Charity, all threse harmoniously blended and
acting with perfect unity of purpose, struck st the root of the tree of
Paganism ; its leaves quickly fell off, #a branches, which heretofore
overshadowed and poisoned the land, dried up and withered, the trunk
perished and decayed away, and from its ashes in due time sprang op
our glorions Cathedrals, the land marks of Christianity, the honest
pride of cur national and Catholic Church and people, from whose
altars have gone forth messengers of peace to all lands, bringing glad
tidings to the end of the carth.

As the subject of our lecture s ohiefly in connection with the history
of the Cathedral of our own eity, we shall commence at the time when




