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INTRODUCTION.

BOWMAN GEMEALOGY —ERRATA

Page 3, fifth ling from bottom, alter and ™ ingerl sl
i 0, eizhth line trom bodtam, for ' Margarat LY raad © Sesan,”
16, Chird Bne from hotionm, tor 1907 regd <1906,

54, eiginth fime Crom top. [l gooizlion ead with period.
80, ninth fEna trom botbom, for #4908 read 80K

101, eighth lime Do hosteonm, dor “Las Croas" read Las ~Cruces.”
iv, Index, top ling, omit " Bnvman™
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=
betterment of their fellow men. Mostly they were pioneers,
hewing the forests, opening the roadways. plowing the fields,
fulfilling their parts as citizens i rearing and maintaining
the political fabric.

(3






INTRODUCTION.

The purpose of the compiler of these aunals has been
simply to preserve them for posterity,  However humble
thetr carcers, the history of one’s ancestry muost always
prove of interest, though experience proves that few per-
sons are willing to devote the time necessary (o collate such
data.

It is not intended to present bere mwore than such de-
tached information as was available relating 1o a single
brinch of the Bowman family, paely, the descendants of
Ldward Howman, of Amherst county, Virgima., Incident-
ally there will be fomnd :ome data concerning the Spencers,
Margans and.others comnected by martiage.  In general,
there seems little doubt that the Dowmans of Viegima and
other states to the south andd west are of conunon stock. 1t
i5 a family tradition that the eurliest ancestor was a ship
carpenter who came with the hrst colomists to Jamestown
from London, hut this has neither been authenticated aor
disproved.

Though their names have not been written large on the
pages of the cvelopedias, the Bowmans have had a part in
the larger movements, contributing to civilization and the
betterment of therr fellow men,  Aoztly they were ploncers,
hewing the forests, opening the roadways, plowing the helds,
inlfilling their parts as citizens in rearing and maintaining
the political fabric.
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4 BOWAMAN GENEALOGY

Dowman is an ancient English name, probably onginating
with the practice of archery, ot its emplayment in war. TIn
later English history and down ta the time of Henry V111
the cross-bow was an arm of the service)

Two pronunciations ase sanctioned by the Century Dic-
tionary, that with the long, or frst sound of o, and that of
ow, The former is the one generally uzeil,  There are two
German names, Pamnan and Rausghaua, from which many
of the Bowmunsz, particularly those of Pennsvlvania, derived
their names, and it seems probable that thi= accounts for the
secomd pronunciation.

As hefore stated, this collection is mainly confined to the
history al a single original family, and its soccessors, the
earliest nne c‘m‘merniug which authentic inlormation las
been found, Ta have traced the ancestry of this family to
the frst colomst, and even i the mather country, would
have bern mozt satislactary, Bkewlse 10 have ineloded all
the descendants of the st comer, bur the undertaling
proved too great, Thete will be fourd a gap between 1715
and Jamestown which remams to Le bridged by some fature
historian,  Somcwhere n the ol famly or official records
of Virginia, North Carolina, South Caroling, the necessary
links in the chaip may vet be found.

The censusz af Virgima for 1790 was destroyved at the in-
viston of Washington by the British in 1812, A substitute
cepsus has laiely been made op by the census burean from
assgssment rolls aml other focal records of the state, from
which we find that in 1752 there were thirteen heads of
families by the name of Bowman i five counties; in 1790
there were twenty-cight heads of families in six counties,

There 1= al=o an ancient, honorable aml quite extensive
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ISTRODUCTION )

family of Spencers, whose history it would e interesting to
trace, ‘The branch associated with the Dowmans by mar-
riage appears to have origimated in Virginia, Several arce
known to have been subdiers in the Revolution and a num-
her were ministers of the Gospel. Sheoherd Bowman mar-
ticd Elizabeth Spencer in North Carolina, and his son
Joshua married Elizabeth M. Spencer, of Lincoln county,
North Carclina. of the sume fumily, The mune Penjamin
Spencer iz of =o frequent occurrence wmong the pensioners
of the Revolutionary YWar as to create confusion in the pur-
stit of information of the family history.

There were Bowmans in New Bngland, descendantzs of
Nathaniel, “who came to Americe before 1630 and settled
at Watertown.”

A list of Bowmans fram Virginia, Massachusctts, New
Jersev and New York, who served as officer- m the Con-
tinental Arnmv, will he inzerted at the end of this collection.

Az will appear to the critical reader. there are muny un-
fortunate gaps in the stories which follow.  Inguiries have
been addressed to many persons, supposed to be in posses-
sion of data, but with meagre results.  Fragmentary thongh
it be, this compilation 1 committed to print in order to pre-
serve 1t and in the hope that it may stumulate those con-
certied to co-operate inoany {urther attempts to render it
complete.



