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CHAPTER 1

FLOWER-GIRLS.

HE flower-girl is such a familiar sight to

Londoners, that few of us realisc what the
streets of the metropolis would miss if she were
banished.

“The world would be a sorry place if it had
no flowers in it,” an old man said to one of our
Commissioners, while he was buying some prim-
roses from a girl at the corner of Oxford Street.
It was Primrose Day, and the old man was
fastening a small bunch of primroses in his coat
when our Commissioner stopped beside the flower-
girl’s basket.

Fifteen years ago no flower-girls enlivened
London thoroughfares. If people wanted flowers
they were obliged to find a nursery garden, or
to visit a market. At these places flowers were
then very expensive ; for the people had not at
that time learnt to appreciate simple flowers
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