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PRETACE.

—

The Bllowing composition was suyggested by local circum-
stances. When commenced, it was desipned exelusively for
the narrew circle of the writer's congregation. Subsequent
events bespoke the propriety of removing such a restrietion
and allowing any ome to be o purchaser who might deam it
worthy of n porugal,  This pltecation of purpose will seeount
for the introducticn of one or more topies, which trilmtary
atreams have served to give an apparent diversion from the
originad design,

The saying, that truth fenrs nothing et conceslment, is
verified in the histery of nonconfoomity,  As notorious infidels
have confesacd their pertial aoquaintance with the seriptares,
p0 many violent oppoments to dissent are found oriminadly
ignorant of ite fundamental principles. It ia thevefore the dic-
tate of wisdom to seck opportunities of telling them what are
our real principles, and thns, having pre-ocoupied the mind
with what is deemed eeripturad truth, to motice the error of
certaln aystems, by way of corollary. Should the following
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outlines of congregaticoalism obtain an intreduction to any of
those circles where oml appeal is precluded, sud therchy
misrepresentation be avoided, one ohject of the work will be
gained. The writer has kept in view the interest of the
rising generation ; believing, that to fortify the minds of this
closs {8 o duaty, rendered ineressingly imperative by the aspect
of the times.

The undectaking will possibly, in gomoe quariem, be ascritwed
tor the spirit of purtizanahip, It i enough for the writer to
reply that he disclaims all soch fesking, and to sdd, that
throghonit the easay and narrstive, he has sought to exemplify
the epirit of the injunetion, ‘giving no offence in any thing.'
Bhould say good mecrue from this imperfect attempt fo
serve the canse of truth, to the great Head of the uoniverssl
church, the praise shall be aseribed.



