FROM THE PLOUGH-TAIL TO THE
COLLEGE STEPS: BEING THE FIRST
TWENTY-NINE YEARS OF THE
LIFE OF A SUFFOLK FARMER'S
BOY: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649589784

From the Plough-Tail to the College Steps: Being the First Twenty-Nine Years of the Life of a
Suffolk Farmer's Boy: An Autobiography by James Mills

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JAMES MILLS

FROM THE PLOUGH-TAIL TO THE
COLLEGE STEPS: BEING THE FIRST
TWENTY-NINE YEARS OF THE
LIFE OF A SUFFOLK FARMER'S
BOY: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

ﬁTrieste






FROM THE PLOUGH-TAIL TO THE
COLLEGE STEFS.



FROM

THE PLOUGH-TAIL

TO THE

COLLEGE. STEPS:

BEING THE FIRST
TWENTF-NINE VEARY OF THE LIFE

GF A

SUFFOLK FARMER'S BOY:

AN AUTOBRIOGHAPHY.

" Mot , bt the troth that o 1ife I have
Hﬁmuwlt. bt tha nﬂdthﬂiuhf&Ihﬂ?gmm
Rball pasa ity i Al abouk ma ten
Haye the truth T bawe epoken, Bha 1 bawe done,

Boe bt ey liviog ba, 5o he ing,
ﬁu ﬁﬁ:-:;&a Tig, um.tnnmum

nnmisesd,
an, but remembered by what I have done.
De. H, Bawir.

LONTON - HAMILTON, ADAMS, AND Ci.
HOTTINGHAM © J. DERRY, WHEELER GATR.

1585,

[y . @i B



PREFACE

FTER glancing st the title the enquiry will netorslly arise:—
4 \What lessona hea this man to teach P What can a farmer’s
boy say that will be Intereating (o geoeral randars, or even {o hisown
olees F** The subject of farming i worn thresdbere. Tor the lnet few
years wa have heard much about the relaticos of Lendlord to Tenant,
of Farmer to Laboorer, of Giles to his master, each in torn having
boon the sabest of book and lectuve, of apesch und song, of pamphlet
and sensational appeal. Perbaps on all these points the servant
might have something to say if he conld get n hearing, thongh he
and his olass have had to make s great noise befors anyone would
I have sndeavoursd incidontally but quistly to pen & few
thonghts for the consideration of those whom they muy soncern.

In writing these papers I have had bat one objeot, and that T
have endeavonred to keep wtoadily in view, vis. —The dealings of the
Lord with me. I began life ea a very poar boy, and doring the period
asmbrasad by this nareative had tostroggls with oohsard-of diffonlties
and daonragementa; but by the blassing of God I sarmonnted thoss
difficulties, cutlived the disceuragoments, and ablast gained & position
of nsefuluess, vomfort, and respectabilicy. May I nob khow to others
what can be done by self-relience mnd trust in God P T want toleave
** footprints on the sanda of time," thatsome pocr, stroggling farmes’s
boy—ar any other poor boy—may mark, and Jook up, and take heqrt
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and work on, [ elaim noe oredit for genioe or extracordinary abilitiss,
but perbaps [ may for a resclute will and plodding perseveranoe.
Tomperanos snd Godliness have glven me my position in society, and
these ere attainable by averyome, Ged's providence works in barmony
with man's fres agenay in the ue of the best means to sosomplish
the end, I have loog teught that health and life are very much in
oar own hands, that bappioess and nsefilness lie within the reach of
all, that & farmer’s hoy may rise to be 8 bleesing even in the very
narrow gphore in which the Providenos of Qo has ealled him to
mova. This work is & simple warrative of facts- —not in the crder of
time, but rather me incident, experience, affort and resalt could be
olansified 8o as best bo illoatrate my early lifa, Tt possesses no literary
velug—a vory busp, active life has forbiddan this, if even it eonld
have anawored any good end. Written mostly befors others wers
awska, or bafors the day's work began, and with many other claima
intervening, I oommit thees simple anpals to Him who sometimes
*‘ghooses the weak thinge of the world, and things that are despised,
yen, things thal are not,” to secomplish His purposs, that he who hes
oanes to glory * may glory in the Lord."™

e —————
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CHAPTER I.
MY -EARLY LIFE.

My henrt leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the aky
Bo was it when my life begso ;
Bo s it now I um 2 man:
8o be it when I shall grow old,
Or let ma die!
The Child is father of the Man;
And T eonld wish my days to e
Hound sach 46 euch by natnral pioty.
WORDEWORTH.
T IFEis a dream ;" so the poet teaches. This is not
poetry alons, but the best and truest representation
of lifs that is past. "When the facts of bygone years come
ap for review, they are very like ‘s dream when ons
awaketh.” Then no part of the picture will ba perfect or
very clear, only like a faint etching with imperfect outlines ;
the foreground of the present may show s few etriking
figures of life-gize, but there will be a background of past
and half-forgotten events, with child-life se the vanishing
point of the picture. Here conseious thought lies hid in
the mists of memory. < Very Hitle can be eaid about the
dawn of life,”” Thias is often an honest confession, The

indicationa and tendemcies of life may be preeent early,
B



